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7th Meeting of the Latin American Association for
Cotton Research and Development

The 7th Meeting of the Latin American Association for Cotton
Research and Development (ALIDA) was held in Santa Cruz,
Bolivia, from November 23-26, 1999. The Association was
instituted in 1986 and meetings have held every two years since.
The 7th meeting was hosted by the National Association of
Cotton Producers (Asociacion Nacional de Productores de
Algodon — ADEPA) of Bolivia and organized jointly by ADEPA
and the Technical Information Section of ICAC. The meeting
was sponsored by ICAC, the FAO Regional Office for Latin
America and the Caribbean and ADEPA. Researchers from
countries in the region, people from the private sectors of the
cotton production chain and representatives of FAO, CIRAD-
CA of France and ICAC attended the meeting. The list of par-
ticipants is attached.

Bolivia is not a large producer of cotton but planted cotton on
50,000 hectares in 1995/96, 1996/97 and 1997/98, similar to
the 1972-74 period. However, during the 1980s, cotton area in
Bolivia never exceeded 14,000 hectares and it came down to
almost nothing in 1988/89. During the early 1990s, cotton pro-
duction in Bolivia expanded significantly. In 1998/99, cotton
area decreased to about 35,000 hectares, and in 1999/00, it is
expected that only about 10,000 hectares will be planted. The
main reason for the decline in area is low prices at the interna-
tional level, which have serious effects on domestic prices in
Bolivia. At the current Cotlook A Index level of U.S. 44 cents
per pound of lint (in the first week of January 2000), it is not

economical to produce cotton in Bolivia. Once again, Bolivia
seems to be heading toward a situation like the one in the late
1980s, when cotton almost disappeared.

ADEPA, based in the main cotton growing area of Bolivia, is a
strong and organized association. ADEPA was able to revive
cotton production in the 1990s but it has not been able to offset
the current low international prices. In addition to low prices
and weather calamities, Bolivia now is being threatened by the
boll weevil. The Bolivian Committee for the Prevention and
Elimination of Boll Weevil, ADEPA, the Chamber of Export-
ers of Santa Cruz (CADEX) and the National Association of
Cotton Ginners reported on June 23, 1999, that the Bolivian
Ministry of Agriculture had detected the boll weevil in the area
close to the border with Brazil through a monitoring program
that has been carried out for many years. The catches in the
traps have indicated the presence of boll weevil inside the bor-
der of Bolivia. Although the area where the boll weevil has
been detected is about 600-700 kilometers away from the ac-
tual cotton area, the pest can easily move and settle in the cot-
ton area because a large number of fields are not cleaned after
the final picking. Cotton plants remaining in the field coupled
with non-harsh weather during winter could help to establish
the pest on cotton. Looking at the history of this pest in other
countries in the region, it seems that it carries a great threat to
cotton production in Bolivia.
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The Government of Bolivia, ADEPA, and the Committee for
the Prevention and Elimination of Boll Weevil are working to-
gether in different phases to anticipate infestation in the field.
Apparently, one of the limitations is the inexperience of Boliv-
ian researchers to deal with this pest. The FAO Regional Office
for Latin America and the Caribbean has already started a short-
term project to help the Government of Bolivia in education
programs and in the prevention of the spread of the boll weevil
to the cotton area. FAO will provide expert advice through short-
term consultancy services and will organize training courses
for people directly involved in cotton production and exten-
sion activities.

Bolivia has the potential to grow cotton on a much larger area.
Some government plans project cotton production to expand
to 200,000 hectares. As the area under cotton increased, the
ginning industry also expanded, and currently there are 15 gins
in Bolivia. An 80% reduction in area in the last two years is a
major set back to the ginning industry. If the cotton area is not
revived in the next few years, the ginning industry will also
shrink. Socioeconomic conditions in Bolivia strongly demand
the revival and expansion of cotton production, thus, favorable
climatic conditions, reasonable prices and the prevention of
the boll weevil are critical.

Soil conditions in Bolivia are fit for cotton production, and
large growers produce mostly cotton suitable for mechanical
cultivation. However, Bolivia has not been able to start its own
variety development program. All the varieties commercially
grown have been adopted from other countries, including Ar-
gentina and the USA. During 1998/99, three varieties—
Stoneville 132, Guazuncho II and Stoneville 373—were planted
on more than 90% of the total area, and Stoneville 132 alone
was grown on about 60% of the total area. About 75% of seed
needs are met through imports from other countries. Cotton is
generally planted at 40-inch row spacing. Lately, there has been
a trend to adopt zero tillage, and it is estimated that about a
30% of total area during the last year was planted under zero
tillage. Only 3-4% of total area is irrigated, and fertilizer is not
commonly applied.

Insects are a major problem and require strict vigilance and
plant protection measures. A number of sucking insects may
require insecticide applications but Alabama argillacea,
Spodoptera spp., Heliothis spp., and Pectinophora gossypiella
are the most important to control. About 15% of total area re-
ceives up to four sprays per year. 25% of total area is sprayed
up to six times, while about 60% is sprayed more than six times
per season. As cotton is grown in large blocks, most of the in-
secticides are applied through tractor-mounted sprayers and
aerial spraying. Diseases are not a problem in Bolivia.

Growth regulators and defoliants are used on about 35-50% of
total area. About 85% of total production is hand picked. In
Bolivia, cotton yields have varied drastically in different years
mainly because of climatic conditions, particularly rains, which
may also affect fiber maturity due to high humidity.

Conclusions and Recommendations

Participants included experts of various disciplines who, in or-
der to draw conclusions and formulate recommendations, were
divided into four groups: Fiber technology, transgenic cotton,
insect pest control and agronomic management of cotton farm-
ing. The groups, comprised of 4-5 experts, met simultaneously.
Based on the papers presented at the meeting, current trends in
production research, and on their expertise, the groups made
recommendations in four disciplines. Later, the recommenda-
tions were discussed in the general meeting and approved.

On the last day of the meeting, ALIDA’s organizational set up
was discussed to make it more effective. Again, certain recom-
mendations were made, which are included under “general,” in
the conclusions and recommendations given below.

Agronomic Management of Cotton Farming

It was recommended that a system that is sustainable, profit-
able and results in a minimum of environmental disturbance
for the production of cotton be found.

In accordance with the goals of the speakers who presented
important needs regarding adequate cotton production man-
agement, the activities to be carried out that will lead to the
next ALIDA meeting comprise the following areas:

+ Soil conservation management with the purpose of main-
taining and conserving organic matter.

« Identification of cotton varieties in their specific ecosystems.

+ Adequate physiological management in order to make agri-
cultural tasks efficient.

Fiber Technology

The importance of equipment such as high volume instruments
(HVI) for the classing of cotton, according to measurable ob-
jective parameters, is evident.

There must be a transparent and fair system of classification at
the Latin American region level for the entire cotton sector:
producers, ginners, traders, and the cotton industry.

The use of a classification system similar to or equivalent to
others in the rest of the world will directly benefit all members
of the cotton sector.

To meet the current requirements of the textile industry, it is
important to turn fiber technology into a major concern for pro-
ducers and ginners as well as for traders.

Recommendations:

Request ALIDA coordinators and the International Cotton Ad-
visory Committee (ICAC) to propose, on a priority basis, a
process for the classification of cotton for the entire region (Latin
America) in accordance with international standards.

It was also recommended that the starting point of said stan-
dardization process be one already known and proven, as is the
case with the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA).
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Plant Protection

It is important for different countries to carefully monitor the
acceptance of transgenic varieties and their environmental im-
pact at the international level, and take into account their long-
term benefit/cost ratio.

Considering the limitations that have been faced in the applica-
tion of integrated pest management (IPM) in cotton, it is con-
venient to adopt wider concepts for the management of
agroecosystems, taking into account the generalized acceptance
of IPM.

The countries and zones that are free of boll weevil should
continue their cooperation in order to slow to the maximum
boll weevil expansion in the area.

The small and medium cotton production sectors should set up
test plots for the study and demonstration of diversified farm-
ing in strips of land under the supervision and validation of
research and extension entities.

The Paraguayan program for cotton reactivation is interesting
and its results should be kept under observation in the coming
years; at the same time, it is necessary to generate and validate
a technology for cohabitation with the boll weevil in the sector
of small farms.

The tripartite project sponsored by CFC/ICAC is providing
important information and should be given full support from
member countries and sponsoring institutions. The participa-
tion of Bolivia in this project could be considered.

Genetic Selection for Transgenic Cotton

It is recommended:

To carry out comparative tests by regions in groups of coun-
tries, e.g., Central America and Andean countries. The results
of'the tests in each of the regions should be exchanged in future
meetings of ALIDA.

Prior to the comparative tests, cotton germplasm and informa-
tion should be exchanged. For example, Argentina has a data-
base with 600 described entries, Bolivia has 1,200 lines that
are not described—said material could serve as a base for the
exchange.

ALIDA countries should carry out actions to elaborate an in-
formation catalog regarding lines with outstanding characteris-
tics, coming from a program of public improvement.

ALIDA countries realize the significance of Internet use and
propose to include an item on “Genetic Improvement” on vari-
ous web pages. This initiative could be supported by the ICAC.

National institutions in ALIDA member countries should ask
their governments to establish regulations or a national legal
framework for activities with transgenic plants mainly their in-
troduction into their territories. These regulations should es-
tablish parameters and legal techniques that allow the accep-
tance or rejection of activities based on risk/benefit and cost/
benefit.

ALIDA member countries feel the need to participate in courses,
workshops and other events regarding biotechnology and
transgenic cotton farming, with emphasis on advantages and
disadvantages, to educate cotton producers.

ICAC should expand the use of its email list on the cotton boll
weevil to serve as an ALIDA forum for the exchange of infor-
mation on cotton production and research, including biosafety
aspects of transgenic cottons.

General

Participants in the meeting reiterated that there are almost no
activities of the Association and minimum interaction among
researchers during the two years between ALIDA meetings.
Participants were informed that ICAC maintains an email list
for communication on the boll weevil. The boll weevil elec-
tronic list is a free service of the ICAC Secretariat and should
be used to enhance communication among researchers in the
region. Any researcher having an email address can enroll in
this list and send and receive messages. A message sent to the
list is relayed to all subscribers from the ICAC server at the
same time. ICAC agreed to enhance the scope of the list from a
boll weevil information exchange to an ALIDA forum for dis-
cussions among researchers in the region.

Participants welcomed ICAC’s offer to launch the ALIDA list
and committed to participate actively in the list activities.

In order to maintain the communication among countries in the
region between meetings, national coordinators were appointed
in various countries.

It was observed that there is a need to bring a new generation
of young researchers to the next ALIDA forum.

On behalf of the outgoing president of ALIDA, Ing. Juan Pois-
son of Argentina proposed to hold meetings of ALIDA every
three years instead of every two. Participants discussed the ad-
vantages and disadvantages of extending the period to three
years and deferred the decision until the next meeting, which
will be held in two years.

Participants accepted an invitation from the Ministry of Agri-
culture of Paraguay to hold the next meeting of ALIDA in Para-
guay. Representatives of the Paraguayan Ministry of Agricul-
ture invited all countries in the region to the next ALIDA meet-
ing.

The meeting elected Ing. Juan Campero of Bolivia as the new
president of ALIDA. His complete address is as follows:

Ing. Juan Campero-Rojas

President of ALIDA

President, Asociacion Nacional de Productores de Algodén
(ADEPA)

Avenida Cumavi No. 10

Casilla 1125

Santa Cruz, Bolivia

Email: adepa@cotas.com.bo

Phone: 591-3-466264/65 Fax: 591-3-466267
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Argentina

Ing. Juan Alberto F: Poisson

Instituto Nacional de Tecnologia
Agropecuaria - INTA

Casilla de Correo 164

3700 - P. R. Saenz Pefia, Chaco

Phone: 54-3732-421973

Fax: 54-3732-421722

Email: jpoisson@saenzpe.inta.gov.ar

Dr. Teodoro Stadler

Project Director

Proyecto de Manejo Integrado del Picudo
del Algodonero

Av. Paseo Colon 367 - 7° Piso

1063 Buenos Aires

Phone: 54-11-49816708

Fax: 54-11-49816708

Email: picudo@redynet2.com.ar

Ing. Pablo de la Fuente

Monsanto Company

Buenos Aires

Phone: 54-11-4316-2425

Email: pablodelafuente@monsanto.com

Bolivia

Ing. Oscar Busch Barbery

Ing. Daniel Duran

danielduran@mail.com

Ing. Francisco Dabdoub L.

Ing. José Luis Bonanquen

Ing. Hugo Moreno Reyes

Ing. Victor Hugo Serrano P.

Ing. Guimerth Sanchez

Ing. Oscar Tapia

Asociacion Nacional de Productores
de Algodon - ADEPA

Av. Cumavi No. 10

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-466264

Fax: 591-3-466267

Email: adepa@cotasnet.com

Ing. Ron Thorp

AG Specialties S.A.

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-329014

Fax: 591-3-343320

Email: agcot@mailcotas.com.bo

Ing. Sthefan Green

ADEPA -AG Specialties

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-329014

Fax: 591-3-343320

Email: agcot@mailcotas.com.bo

Ing. Alejandro Godefroy
Desmotadora Godefroy
Km 35 a Pto.Pailas

List of Participants

Casilla # 1568

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-429946

Fax: 591-3-429946

Email: godefroy@mail.scbbs.bo.com

Ing. Beatriz Zapata Ferrufino

Ministerio de Desarrollo Sostenible
y Planificacion

Calle Batallén Colorados

Edif. “El Condor” Piso 15. Of. 1504

La Paz

Phone: 591-2-315139

Fax: 591-2-315130

Email: beatriz@latinmail.com

Ing. Luis Enrique Badani

Santa Monica Cotton

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3475545

Fax: 591-3-475535

Email: smcca@mail.cotas.com.bo

Ing. José Lino Roca

Santa Martha

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-432071

Fax: 591-3-432071

Email: desmotadora@mail.zuper.net

Ing. Alfredo Vives Lapoint
Email: pentagro@infonet.com.bo
Ing. Edil Padilla

Email: pentagro@infonet.com.bo
Pentagro

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-431212

Fax: 591-3-431133

Ing. Sergio Gil

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-431212

Fax: 591-3-431133

Email: pentagro@infonet.com.bo

Ing. Armando Goémez
Ing. Manuel Oliva
Semexa

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-882018
Fax: 591-3-882019
Email: info@semexa.com

Ing. Anderson Orsi

Agropecuaria La Prosperidad
Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-377225

Fax: 591-3-377225

Email: andersonorsi@cotas.com.bo

Ing. Ingrid Torrez
Hacienda Victoria

Santa Cruz
Phone: 591-3-427587
Fax: 591-3-425283

Ing. Lorgio Paz Gutiérrez

Sta. Moénica Cotton S.A.

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-475545

Fax: 591-3-487989

Email: stamonica@cotasmail.com

Ing. Guillermo Barea

Dow Agro Sciences

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-332024

Fax: 591-3-391985

Email: gbarea@dowagro.scz.com

Ing. Alejandro Larios Larios
Bolsemillas

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-538709

Fax: 591-3-539446

Email: bolsemillas@infonet.com.bo

Ing. José Luis Landivar

Tractores del Aire

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-368076

Fax: 591-3-369375

Email: tractores@mail.infonet.com.bo

Ing. Rene Castedo Pereyra

Monsanto Company

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-372341

Fax: 591-3-372341

Email: reneccastedopereyra@Monsanto.com

Ing. Ciro Simoni
ADEPA -CODEPAG
Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-488414

Ing. Carlitos Jacob Klas
Agripac

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-341012
Fax: 591-3-327805

Ing. Ernesto Antelo
Ing. David Soto Cruz
Boltrade Srl

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-463545
Fax: 591-3-463520

Ing. Albert Castillo

Ing. Jaime Chavez Serrano
CIAT-ADEPA

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-370716
Fax: 591-3-342996
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Ing. Walter Tarradelles
Comité del Picudo

El Dorado Ltd

Km. 3% a Pto. Pailas
Casilla #1568

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-426734
Fax: 591-3-426734

Ing. Freddy Paredes Caro
Agro Industrial San Juan
Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-882351
Fax: 591-3-882343

Ing. Fernando Viacaba
CEIBO

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-367666
Fax: 591-3-337634

Ing. Jorge Francisco Urioste
CAOL

Santa Cruz

Phone: 591-3-424777

Fax: 591-3-424100

Brazil

Dr. Raymundo Braga Sobrinho

EMBRAPA

Centro Nacional de Pesquisa
de Agroindustria - CNPAT

Av. Dra. Sara Mesquita, 2270

Planalto do Pici

60511-110 Fortaleza, Ceara

Phone: 55-85-2991800, 1840

Fax: 55-85-2991803, 1833

Email: braga@cnpat.embrapa.br

Dr. Juan A. Landivar
Deltapine International
Brazil

Email: Jalcctx@aol.com

Colombia

Dr. Arnulfo Diaz Delgado

Corpoica — Conalgodon

Ibagué, Tolima

Phone: 57-982-889825

Fax: 57-982-889162

Email: corpoica@ibague.cetcol.net.co

Nicaragua

Dr. Mario A. Vaughan

Apartado Postal 5123

Km. 13 Carretera Panamericana Norte
Apartado Postal C116, ZP 13
Managua

Phone: 505-2-762054

Fax: 505-2-760870

Email: mav@tmx.com.ni

Paraguay

Ing. Clotildo Rodas A.

Ministry of Agriculture and Livestock
Pdte Franco 475

Asuncion

Phone: 585-21-572256

Fax: 585-21-585210

Ing. Osacar Manesi
Plato Industries Inc.
Paraguay

USA
Ing. Stefano Pallozzi
The Montgomery Company

Miami, FL

Phone: 305-668-6131

Fax: 305-668-9031

Email: spallozz@bellsouth.net

International Organizations
Ing. Jos¢ Martin

Cotton Program of the CIRAD-CA
Brazil

Phone: 55-61-3646306

Fax: 55-61-3646157

Email: jose.martin@zaz.com.br

Dr. Sebastiao Barbosa

Senior Regional Plant Protection Officer

FAO Regional Office for Latin America
and the Caribbean

Bandera No. 150, 9 Peso

P. O. Box 10095

Santiago, Chile

Phone: 56-2-33772225

Fax: 56-2-3372101

Email: sebastiao.barbosa@fao.org

Ing. José Tubino

FAO Office

La Paz, Bolivia

Phone: 591-2-419551
Fax: 591-2-410518
Email: jtubino@kolla.net

Dr. M. Rafiq Chaudhry

International Cotton Advisory Committee
1629 K Street, Suite 702

Washington, DC, USA

Phone: 202-463-6660

Fax: 202-463-6950

Email: rafig@icac.org





