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FOREWORD
At the invitation of the Government of the Republic of South Africa, the 68th Plenary Meeting of the International 
Cotton Advisory Committee was held in Cape Town, from 7-11 September 2009.

The International Cotton Advisory Committee is an association of governments having an interest in the production, 
export, import and consumption of cotton. It is an organization designed to promote cooperation in the solution of 
cotton problems, particularly those of international scope and significance.

The functions of the International Cotton Advisory Committee, as defined in the Rules and Regulations, are

•	 To observe and keep in close touch with developments affecting the world cotton situation.

•	 To collect and disseminate complete, authentic, and timely statistics on world cotton production, trade, con-
sumption, stocks and prices.

•	 To suggest, as and when advisable, to the governments represented, any measures the Advisory Committee 
considers suitable and practicable for the furtherance of international collaboration directed towards developing 
and maintaining a sound world cotton economy.

•	 To be the forum of international discussions on matters related to cotton prices.
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STATEMENT OF THE 68th PLENARY MEETING
“The Role of Cotton in Economic Development and Ensuring Food Security  

During a Period of Global Economic Crisis”

The International Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC) met in Cape Town, South Africa during September 7-11, 2009 for its 68th 
Plenary Meeting since the establishment of the Committee 70 years ago in 1939. Three hundred sixty-three people attended the 
meeting, including representatives from 39 governments and 10 international organizations. 

1. The Committee Celebrated 2009 as the International Year of Natural Fibres (IYNF). The IYNF was declared by the 
United Nations General Assembly recognizing the contributions of natural fiber industries to the economies of almost all coun-
tries, the role of natural fibers in supporting the incomes of hundreds of millions of people, and the benefits of natural fibers to 
consumers and the environment. The ICAC thanked the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United Nations (FAO) for 
coordinating the International Year of Natural Fibres. The cotton industry and other natural fiber industries such as coconut, 
flax, jute, silk, sisal, and wool encourage consumers of the world to “Discover Natural Fibres.”

2. Modest Increase in Cotton Consumption Forecast: The Committee received a report from the Secretariat that world cotton 
consumption fell 12% in the season ended July 31, 2009, the largest year-to-year percentage decline since at least the 1920s. 
The decline was considered a direct result of the global financial crisis. However, it was noted that the Secretariat expects world 
cotton use to rise modestly during the current season, assuming a gradual improvement in world economic growth. The Sec-
retariat reported that cotton prices were extraordinarily volatile during the previous season and that the average level of prices 
had fallen. Assuming more normal economic conditions, price volatility may moderate during the current cotton season, but the 
Secretariat forecasts that the average level of world cotton prices is not likely to increase significantly.

3. The Committee noted that the cotton industry is becoming increasingly resource-constrained. The Committee encourages 
research and the adoption of new practices that promote productivity. 

4. Cotton Production Enhances Food Security: Farmer representatives informed the Committee that food security begins with 
income security. The Committee noted that cash income earned from cotton production allows farmer households, especially 
those in arid and semi-arid areas where food crops are difficult to produce, to pay for food, health care, school fees and other 
necessities that would not otherwise be available. It was noted that cotton contributes to food security by providing the means 
to finance inputs and by enhancing soil fertility and retarding the development of pests and diseases in properly-managed crop 
rotation systems involving cotton and other crops. It was noted that in order for cotton to perform its role as a catalyst for eco-
nomic development and contribute to food security, farmers must have access to quality inputs, credit, appropriate technologies 
and assured markets. The Committee instructed the Secretariat to better identify or define the contribution of cotton to food 
security. 

5. Facilitating Smallholder Cotton Production: The Committee was informed that disruptions in the supply of inputs, low 
levels of technology adoption, and weak marketing systems result in lower returns to growers, which together with delayed 
payments are the major impediments to smallholder cotton production. Recalling the results of discussions during the 67th Ple-
nary Meeting in 2008 in Ouagadougou, the Committee agreed that smallholder cotton production is dependent on the quality of 
training received by extension agents and farmers, and that in most cases, Farmer Field Schools combined with demonstration 
plots, are the most effective form of communication with smallholders. The ICAC recommended that agricultural research and 
extension should receive increases in public sector support. Some Members of the ICAC voiced support for the creation of an 
international research center for cotton, and the Standing Committee was directed to give this proposal further consideration. 
Recognizing the important social and economic development roles played by cotton companies in Africa, and as part of an overall 
strategy of support to smallholders, some countries suggested that governments give consideration to covering the deficits of 
cotton companies.

6. Cotton By-Products and Value Addition: The Committee was informed that cottonseed and stalks, by-products of cotton 
production, had traditionally received limited attention because of low values relative to lint. However, with the increase in 
prices of oilseeds since 2006, by-products now deserve greater attention. The Committee reviewed information about a wide 
range of uses of cottonseed and stalks for vegetable oil, vegetable oil spreads, animal feed, soap, paper, binder in bricks, and 
other uses. New research is expected to facilitate an increased use of cottonseed for human consumption, further expanding the 
range of uses and value of cottonseed. The Committee thanked the Common Fund for Commodities (CFC) and its Managing 
Director, H.E. Ambassador Ali Mchumo, for supporting projects to facilitate increased commercial use of cotton stalks in the 
production of building material. A recent project funded by the CFC developed high quality particleboards from cotton stalks, 
demonstrating that the technology is appropriate for commercial adoption in some countries where stalks do not have an ap-
propriate alternative use. 
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7. Support for a Conclusion of the Doha Round: The Committee reaffirmed the urgent necessity for an ambitious and balanced 
conclusion to the Doha Round with development as its centerpiece. It welcomed the recent impetus to the Doha Round result-
ing from the initiative by the Government of India to convene a WTO Mini-Ministerial. The Committee urged WTO Members, 
particularly the Senior Officials and the Chief Negotiators, as they re-start negotiations in Geneva on 14 September, to establish 
"a process of engagement" and an "overall agenda of action", as agreed at New Delhi, so as to conclude the Doha Round in 2010. 
The Committee encouraged all WTO Members to contribute to bringing the Doha Round to a conclusion, through negotiations, 
flexibility and compromise. The Committee acknowledged that a conclusion of the Doha Round would facilitate recovery from 
the global economic crisis and would enable growth inter-alia in demand for cotton and cotton products. It was noted that a 
successful conclusion of the Doha Round would foster broader international cooperation in other pressing areas of the global 
agenda. The Committee also urged all countries to resist protectionist measures in response to the current economic crisis.

7.1 The Secretariat reported that more than 80% of world cotton production had received support from Governments in 2008/09. 
The aggregate value of support more than doubled to approximately US$6 billion. The Secretariat in its report to the Committee 
noted that these subsidies distort the world cotton economy, and many countries urged immediate elimination. 

7.2 The Committee welcomed contributions by the EC and the US and other traditional donors on the development assistance 
aspects of cotton. The valuable contributions by Brazil, China (Mainland) and India on the platform of South-South Cooperation 
were acknowledged. They re-committed themselves to continue with the implementation of their contributions as reflected in 
the Evolving Table on Cotton compiled by the WTO Secretariat.  The Committee urged full respect and coherence in the 2-track 
treatment. The ICAC Secretariat was encouraged to continue its collaboration with the WTO Secretariat.  

7.3 The Committee reaffirmed its support for the position that cotton was a test of the development dimension of the Doha 
Round. There will be no conclusion to the Doha Round without a resolution of the cotton question, and a satisfactory conclusion 
of the cotton dossier depends on the conclusion of the Doha Round.

8. Appreciation of South African Hospitality: The Committee thanked the people, the Government, and the cotton industry 
of South Africa for their hospitality, generosity and excellent organization in serving as host of the 68th Plenary Meeting. South 
Africa was the first African country to adopt biotech cotton, and while South Africa is a small cotton producing and consuming 
country, it is a country with a large heart and great concern for the welfare of smallholders. 

9. Future Plenary Meetings: The Committee was disappointed to learn that the Government of Uzbekistan will not be able to 
host the 69th Plenary Meeting in 2010 because of overlapping international meetings in Tashkent, but an offer by Uzbekistan 
to host the ICAC at another time was welcomed. The Secretariat informed the Committee that other countries have expressed 
an interest in hosting the 69th Plenary Meeting. The Committee noted with appreciation the invitation from the Government of 
Argentina to host the 70th Plenary Meeting in 2011. 

MEMBER GOVERNMENTS

Argentina, Australia, Belgium, Brazil, Burkina Faso, Cameroon, Chad, China (Taiwan), Colombia, Côte d'Ivoire, Egypt, Fin-
land, France, Germany, India, Iran, Israel, Italy, Kazakhstan, Kenya, Korea, Republic of, Mali, Netherlands, Nigeria, Pakistan, 
Poland, Russia, South Africa, Spain, Sudan, Switzerland, Syria, Tanzania, Togo, Turkey, Uganda, United States of America, 
Uzbekistan, Zambia, and Zimbabwe.
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ICAC        SUPPLY AND DISTRIBUTION OF COTTON

Years Beginning August 1
2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010

Est. Proj. Proj.
Million Metric Tons

BEGINNING STOCKS
 WORLD TOTAL 11.620 12.306 12.707 12.132 12.37 12.03
  CHINA (MAINLAND) 2.622 3.991 3.653 3.321 3.85 3.69
  USA 1.196 1.321 2.064 2.187 1.32 1.14
PRODUCTION
 WORLD TOTAL 25.639 26.718 26.035 23.368 23.25 22.98
  CHINA (MAINLAND) 6.616 7.975 8.071 8.025 7.47 7.47
  INDIA 4.097 4.760 5.219 4.930 5.34 5.18
  USA 5.201 4.700 4.182 2.790 2.88 2.85
  PAKISTAN 2.194 2.147 1.894 1.960 2.08 2.06
  BRAZIL 1.038 1.524 1.602 1.193 1.13 1.14
  UZBEKISTAN 1.210 1.171 1.206 1.000 1.03 1.02
  OTHERS 5.283 4.441 3.862 3.470 3.33 3.27
CONSUMPTION
 WORLD TOTAL 24.951 26.360 26.385 23.093 23.59 23.93
  CHINA (MAINLAND) 9.439 10.600 10.900 9.000 9.27 9.46
  INDIA 3.655 3.908 4.050 3.827 4.04 4.20
  PAKISTAN 2.532 2.633 2.637 2.452 2.55 2.63
  EAST ASIA & AUSTRALIA 1.884 1.869 1.843 1.673 1.68 1.67
  EU, C. EUR. & TURKEY 2.112 2.084 1.751 1.431 1.37 1.32
  BRAZIL 0.973 0.992 1.007 0.937 0.94 0.94
  USA 1.278 1.074 0.999 0.784 0.76 0.74
  CIS 0.633 0.682 0.664 0.596 0.59 0.58
  OTHERS 2.444 2.518 2.533 2.393 2.39 2.40
EXPORTS
 WORLD TOTAL 9.735 8.104 8.358 6.496 6.80 7.04
  USA 3.821 2.833 2.973 2.874 2.30 2.25
  BRAZIL 0.429 0.283 0.486 0.600 0.30 0.27
  UZBEKISTAN 1.020 0.980 0.887 0.560 0.84 0.88
  CFA ZONE 1.010 0.924 0.589 0.470 0.47 0.54
  INDIA 0.751 0.960 1.530 0.463 1.35 1.43
  AUSTRALIA 0.628 0.465 0.265 0.260 0.32 0.43
IMPORTS
 WORLD TOTAL 9.610 8.142 8.316 6.460 6.80 7.04
  EAST ASIA & AUSTRALIA 1.774 1.899 1.860 1.646 1.72 1.66
  CHINA (MAINLAND) 4.200 2.306 2.511 1.523 1.66 1.95
  EU, C. EUR. & TURKEY 1.275 1.344 1.085 0.851 0.95 0.90
  PAKISTAN 0.352 0.502 0.851 0.475 0.52 0.62
  CIS 0.333 0.322 0.271 0.238 0.23 0.00
TRADE IMBALANCE 1/ -0.125 0.038 -0.043 -0.036 0.00 0.00
STOCKS ADJUSTMENT 2/ 0.123 0.005 -0.183 0.000 0.00 0.00
ENDING STOCKS
 WORLD TOTAL 12.306 12.707 12.132 12.371 12.03 11.08
  CHINA (MAINLAND) 3.991 3.653 3.321 3.850 3.69 3.65
  USA 1.321 2.064 2.187 1.319 1.14 0.99

ENDING STOCKS/MILL USE (%)
         WORLD-LESS-CHINA (M) 3/ 54 57 57 60 58 51
         CHINA (MAINLAND) 4/ 42 34 30 43 40 39
COTLOOK A INDEX 5/ 56.15 59.15 72.90 61.20 63*
1/ The inclusion of linters and waste, changes in weight during transit, differences in reporting periods and 
    measurement error account for differences between world imports and exports.
2/ Difference between calculated stocks and actual; amounts for forward seasons are anticipated.
3/ World-less-China (Mainland) ending stocks divided by World-less-China (Mainland)'s mill use, multiplied by 100.
4/ China (Mainland)'s ending stocks divided by China (Mainland)'s mill use, multiplied by 100.

* The price projection for 2009/10 is based on the ending stocks/consumption ratio in the world-less-China (Mainland) in 2007/08 (estimate), 
in 2008/09 (estimate) and in 2009/10 (projection), and on the ratio of Chinese net imports to world imports in 2008/09 (estimate) and 
2009/10 (projection).
95% confidence interval: 55 to 73 cents per pound.

September 9, 2009

5/ U.S. cents per pound. 
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Committee on Cotton Production Research

The International Cotton Advisory Committee met in Cape Town, South Africa during September 7-11, 2009 for its 68th Ple-
nary Meeting. Three hundred sixty-three people attended the meeting, including representative from 39 governments and 10 
international organizations. 

1. The Committee on Cotton Production Research of the ICAC organized a Technical Seminar on Biosafety Regulations, Imple-
mentation and Consumer Acceptance. It is estimated that more than half of world cotton area was planted to biotech varieties 
in 2008/09. No new trait has been commercialized since the adoption of herbicide tolerant and insect resistant cotton almost 15 
years ago. However, the benefits of existing traits are spreading to more countries and growers.

2. Biosafety regulations must be in place to introduce, test and commercialize biotech cotton crops. The Committee was informed 
that some countries have developed biosafety regulations, acts and laws while others have embedded biotechnology regulations 
in existing laws. Nine countries (Algeria, Burkina Faso, Egypt, Kenya, Mauritius, Malawi, South Africa, Tunisia and Zimbabwe) 
in Africa have well developed national biosafety frameworks, while many other countries are at various stages of formulating 
protocols/laws to adopt biotech cotton. 

3. Cottonseed oil finds its way into the feed chain in many forms, apart from industrial uses such as glycerin, soap and fatty 
acids. Over 10 million tons of cottonseed meal are produced every year, and almost ¾ comes from biotech seed. There is no 
discrimination against biotech cottonseed oil or meal at any stage of the marketing chain. 

4. Research in Argentina showed that biotech seed fed to livestock does not affect either production of milk or its chemical 
composition. Buyers of cottonseed do not differentiate between biotech and conventional seed.

5. Laws in Australia, European Union and New Zealand require that food containing over 1% of material from biotech produce 
must bear a label with that information. Japan has a limit of 5%, while no labeling is required in most other countries. 

6. All biotech crops are regulated, including insect resistant and herbicide tolerant cotton. Countries that have commercialized 
crops must have systems to conduct science-based, case-by-case assessments of the potential risks to humans or the environment 
and the long term sustainability of the technology. As biotech cotton advances beyond agronomic traits, the current regulatory 
systems will be challenged to meet the new demands. 

7. In spite of economic, social and environmental benefits of biotechnology applications, skepticism about biotech products has 
not disappeared. Continued concerns about food safety and weak regulatory capacity are some of the reasons for slow adoption 
of biotech crops. Socio-economic considerations also continue to limit the spread of biotechnology. 

8. Biotechnology is expected to play a dominant role in the development of new varieties to control insects and use inputs effi-
ciently. Researchers believe that molecular marker assisted breeding should be propagated to deal with biotic and abiotic stresses 
efficiently. Much work is occurring in biotechnology applications in cotton. New traits will be introduced that will contribute 
to improving the sustainability of cotton production.

9. The Committee on Cotton Production Research received a visionary paper from the “ICAC Cotton Researcher of the Year”, 
Dr. Keshav Kranthi of India. He emphasized the need for molecular marker assisted breeding, contamination free cotton, testing 
all cotton on high volume instruments, reducing the cost of cotton production and the establishment of an international cotton 
research institute.

10. The Committee on Cotton Production Research of the ICAC decided to hold the 2010 Technical Seminar on the topic “How 
to lower the cost of cotton production”. The Committee also recommended that a Breakout Session on Cost Reduction in the 
Value Chain be conducted.

STATEMENT OF THE 68th PLENARY MEETING
“The Role of Cotton in Economic Development and Ensuring Food Security  

During a Period of Global Economic Crisis”
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 منظمة بما في ذلك القطن المقاوم للحشرات و القطن الحيويةآل المحاصيل من التكنولوجيا   -6
و الدول التي طرحت هذه المحاصيل تجاريا يجب أن يكون لديها أنظمة تدعو إلى .  الذي يتحمّل مبيدات الأعشاب

اس علمي و على أساس آل حالة على حدة للمخاطر المحتملة على البشر للاستمرارية في إجراء تقييمات على أس
 ليتجاوز السلالات الزراعية فإن الحيويةو في الوقت الذي يتقدم فيه قطن التكنولوجيا .  هذه التكنولوجيا

  .الإجراءات التنظيمية سوف تواجه تحديا لتلبية الطلبات الجديدة

 إلا أن الحيوية الاقتصادية و الاجتماعية و البيئية لتطبيقات التكنولوجيا بالرغم من الفوائد  -7
فالقلق بشأن سلامة الأغذية و الطاقات التنظيمية الضعيفة ما .   لم تتبددالتكنولوجيا الحيويةالتشاؤم حول منتجات 
ا الاعتبارات الاجتماعية آذلك، تستمر أيض.  الحيويةلتباطؤ تبنّي محاصيل التكنولوجيا .  هي إلا بعض الأسباب

  .الحيويةالاقتصادية في الحد من انتشار التكنولوجيا 

 دورا مهما في تطوير نوعيات جديدة للسيطرة على الحيويةمن المتوقع أن تلعب التكنولوجيا   -8
ئية يجب و يعتقد الباحثون أن توليد البذور بمساعدة و سمات الشفرة الجزي.  الحشرات واستخدام المدخلات بكفاءة

و هناك الكثير من العمل يجري في .  الحيوية الحيوية و غير الإجهاداتأن يتزايد من أجل التعامل بكفاءة مع 
 تسهم في تحسين ديمومة  تقدم و من شأنها أن في القطن إذ أن سلالات جديدة سوفالحيويةتطبيقات التكنولوجيا 

  .إنتاج القطن

 القطن ورقة بحث متبصّرة من الدآتور آيشاف آرانتي  تلقت اللجنة الخاصة بأبحاث إنتاج  -9
Dr. Keshav Kranthiو لقد   .جنة الاستشارية الدولية في مجال القطنلل الذي آرّمته ا من الهند، باحث السنة

د في ورقته على الحاجة لتوليد و إآثار البذور بمساعدة و سمات الشفرة الجزيئية و على القطن الخالي من ّـأآ
 تكاليف إنتاج القطن و تأسيس معهد لتقليل  للاختبارات، )HVI(أجهزة  و إجراء الفحوصات باستخدام التلوث

  .أبحاث دولي للقطن

قررت اللجنة الخاصة بأبحاث إنتاج القطن التابعة للجنة الاستشارية الدولية للقطن قررت   -10
آذلك أوصت اللجنة بأن تُــعقد جلسة .   القطن تدور حول آيفية تخفيض تكلفة إنتاج2010عقد ندوة فنية في العام 

  .فرعية تتناول موضوع تخفيض التكلفة في سلسلة مراحل العمليات القطنية
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  اللجنة الاستشارية الدولية للقطن 
  

   الختامي للجلسة العمومية الثامنة والستينالبيان
  

   القطنإنتاجاللجنة الخاصة بأبحاث 
  

 
في آيب تاون، إفريقيا الجنوبية في الفترة بين السابع و ) ICAC(اجتمعت اللجنة الاستشارية الدولية للقطن 

الجلسة ثلاثمائة و و حضر .   في جلستها العمومية الثامنة و الستين2009أيلول /الحادي عشر من شهر سبتمبر
  .ثلاثة و ستون شخصا من بينهم ممثلون من تسع و ثلاثين حكومة و عشر منظمات دولية

  
) ICAC(نظمت اللجنة الخاصة بأبحاث إنتاج القطن التابعة للجنة الاستشارية الدولية للقطن   -1

و من المقدّر أن أآثر من ".   و تنفيذها و تقبّلها من المستهلكينالحيويةنظم السلامة "ندوة فنية حول موضوع 
.  الحيوية آانت من نوعيات قطن التكنولوجيا 2008/2009نصف مساحات الأرض المزروعة بالقطن في الموسم 

ولم تطرح سلالات جديدة تجاريا منذ تبنّي القطن الذي يتحمل مبيدات الحشرات و القطن المقاوم للحشرات نفسها 
لسلالات الموجودة آخذة في الانتشار إلى بلدان أآثر وأعداد أآبر من غير أن فوائد ا.  منذ خمسة عشر سنة

  .المزارعين
  
 و فحصها الحيوية نافذة لتقديم محاصيل التكنولوجيا الحيويةيجب أن تكون أنظمة السلامة   -2

أنظمة، و هذا و آانت اللجنة الاستشارية الدولية للقطن قد أبلِغت أن بعض الدول طوّرت .  ومن ثمّ طرحها تجاريا
 ضمن قوانين سارية الحيوية فيما قامت دول أخرى بإدخال نظم التكنولوجيا الحيويةسنّت قوانين خاصة بالسلامة 

الجزائر، و بورآينا فاسو، و مصر، و آينيا، والموريشيوس، و (وهناك تسع دول افريقية .  المفعول عندها
 بينما الحيويةوضعت الأطر القومية المتعلقة بالسلامة قد ) الملاوي، و إفريقيا الجنوبية، و تونس، و زمبابوي

وصلت عدّة دول أخرى إلى مراحل مختلفة في عملية تشكيل البروتوآولات أو القوانين الرامية إلى احتضان قطن 
  .الحيويةالتكنولوجيا 

  
الزيوت المستخرجة من بذور القطن تجد طريقها في سلسلة الأعلاف بأشكال مختلفة عدى   -3

و يذآر أن أآثر من عشرة .  لاستخدامات الصناعية مثل الغليسارين، و الصابون، و الأحماض الدهنيةعن ا
.  الحيويةملايين طن من دقيق بذرة القطن يتم إنتاجها سنويا، منها ثلاثة أرباع الكمية أصلها من بذور التكنولوجيا 

  .ولوجي في أي مرحلة من مراحل التسويقولا يوجد هناك أي تمييز ضد زيوت أو دقيق بذور القطن البيوتكن
  
 الذي قدم الحيويةأظهرت الأبحاث التي تم إنجازها في الأرجنتين أن بذور قطن التكنولوجيا   -4

آذلك، لا يميّز الذين يشترون بذور .  علفا إلى المواشي لم تؤثر على إنتاج الحليب و لا على ترآيبته الكيماوية
  .اري و بين البذور التقليدية التجالحيويةقطن التكنولوجيا 

  
إن القوانين  المعمول بها في استراليا و الاتحاد الأوروبي و نيوزيلندا تتطلب أن الأغذية التي   -5

 يجب أن تحمل علامة تتضمن تلك الحيويةمن المواد المنتجة من التكنولوجيا % 1تحتوي على أآثر من 
  .يما أن وضع الشارة غير مشروط في معظم الدول الأخرىف% 5وفي اليابان، هناك حدّ يساوي .  المعلومات
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  :يةجلسات العمومية المستقبلال  -9
  

لقد خاب أمل اللجنة الاستشارية الدولية للقطن لدى سماعها أن حكومة أوزباآستان لن تكون قادرة على استضافة 
.  بسبب تضارب المواعيد مع اجتماعات دولية ستُعْقَدُ في طشقند2010سعة والستين في العام الجلسة العمومية التا

و آذلك  .ن أوزباآستان لاستضافة اللجنة الاستشارية الدولية للقطن في موعد آخرولكن اللجنة رحبت بعرض م
  . في استضافة الجلسة العمومية التاسعة و الستينأعلمت السكرتارية اللجنة أن دولا أخرى أعربت عن الاهتمام

 لاستضافة الجلسة العمومية  تلقتها من حكومة الأرجنتينلَتْ مع التقدير دعوةً قَبَِِهاهذا، وأشارت اللجنة الى أن
  .2011السبعين في العام 

  
  :الحكومات الاعضاء  -10

  
، آولومبيا، ساحل )تايوان(، استراليا، البلجيك، البرازيل، بورآينا فاسو، آاميرون، تشاد، الصين الأرجنتين

يا، جمهورية آوريا خستان، آيناالعاج، مصر، فنلندا، فرنسا، ألمانيا، الهند، إيران، إسرائيل، إيطاليا،  آاز
سيا، إفريقيا الجنوبية، إسبانيا، السودان، سويسرا، سوريا، دا، نيجيريا، باآستان، بولندا، روالجنوبية، مالي، هولن

  .تانزانيا، توغو، ترآيا، يوغندا، الولايات المتحدة الأمريكية، أوزباآستان، زامبيا، زيمبابوي
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 الذي يُظهِرُ أن هذه الأمر القطن، نبتة تطويرألواحٍ عالية الجودة من  جزيئات من سيقان آان هناك مشروعٌ تمَّ فيه
  . في بعض الدول التي لا يوجد فيها استخدام بديل مناسب لهذه السيقانالتكنولوجيا تصْلُحُ للتبنّي تجاريا

  
  دعم اآتمال جولة الدوحة  -7
  

 متوازنة و طموحة لجولة الدوحة مع وضع مسألة التنمية في آررت اللجنة تأآيدها على الضرورة الملحة لنهاية
و رحب في قوة الزخم الأخيرة في جولة الدوحة و التي نتجت عن مبادرة الحكومة الهندية لعقد .  صدارة أعمالها

وحثّت اللجنة أعضاء منظمة التجارة الدولية، خاصة   .  WTOاجتماع وزاري مصغر لمنظمة التجارة الدولية  
/  المفاوضات في جنيف في الرابع عشر من سبتمبريستأنفوا و رؤساء المفاوضين عندما  المسئولين فيهاآبار

أيلول، حثّتهم على وضع منهج للانخراط و جدول شامل لأجندة عمل آما اتُــفِــق في نيودلهي بغية إآمال جولة 
الدولية على المساهمة في العمل آذلك شجعت اللجنة آل أعضاء منظمة التجارة .  2010الدوحة في العام 

اعترفت اللجنة بأن هذا و.  لتوصيل جولة الدوحة إلى خاتمة عن طريق المفاوضات و المرونة و الحلول التوفيقية
إآمال جولة الدوحة سوف يُـسهِّــل في تعافي الأزمة الاقتصادية العالمية و يمكّن النمو في الطلب على القطن و 

وتم التنويه بأن خاتمة ناجحة لجولة الدوحة من شأنها أن تُــنمّي تعاونا .  من أمور أخرىالمنتجات القطنية من ض
و آذلك حثّـت اللجنة آل الدول على مقاومة .  دوليا أوسع في جهات ملحة أخرى من ضمن الأجندة العالمية

  .الإجراءات الحمائية في الرد على الأزمة الاقتصادية الحالية
  

من إنتاج القطن العالمي تلقى دعما من حكومات في % 80ارية أن أآثر من ذآرت السكرت   - 7.1
 مليارات دولار 6و ارتفع إجمالي هذا الدعم إلى أآثر من الضعف بحيث وصل مبلغ  .  2008/2009الموسم 
المي و لهذا دعت وفي تقريرها للجنة ذآرت السكرتارية أن هذا الدعم الحكومي يشوّه اقتصاد القطن الع.  أمريكي

  .عدّة دول إلى إسقاطه على الفور
  

رحبت اللجنة بإسهامات مجموعة الدول الأوروبية و الولايات المتحدة و غيرهما من   - 7.2
المنح القيّمة التي قدمتها البرازيل و الصين الشعبية و إن .  المانحين التقليديين في مجال المساعدة التنموية للقطن

  وقد آرروا التزاماتهم في الوفاء بتبرعاتهم آما انعكست في الجدول . جنوب- جنوب التعاون الهند في منبر دول
و حـثّــت اللجنة على إبداء الاحترام الكامل و الترابط المنطقي .  الذي تعمل منظمة التجارة العالمية على إعداده

ة للقطن فإنها متشجعة لمواصلة تعاونها مع أما سكرتارية اللجنة الاستشارية الدولي.  في المعاملة ذات المسارين
  .سكرتارية منظمة التجارة الدولية

  
أعادت اللجنة تأآيد دعمها للموقف القائل بأن القطن هو اختبار للبُعد التنموي في جولة   - 7.3

طن تعتمد الدوحة، وأنه لن يحصل اختتام لجولة الدوحة بدون حلّ لمسألة القطن، آما أن النهاية المرضية لملف الق
  .على إآمال جولة الدوحة

  
  :تقديرٌ لِكَرَمِ ضيافةِ إفريقيا الحنوبية  -8
  

تقدمت اللجنة الاستشارية الدولية للقطن بالشكر الى شعب وحكومة إفريقيا الجنوبية وصناعة القطن فيها لحُسْنِ 
  الجنوبية أولُ  آانت إفريقيا.نضيافتهم وآرمِهم والتنظيم الممتاز آونهم مضيفين للجلسة العمومية الثامة والستي

ولما آانت افريقيا الجنوبية دولةٌ صغيرة من حيث انتاج . الحيويةدولة في القارة الإفريقية تتبنّى قطن التكنولوجيا 
كبير إذ أنها تولي اهتماما بالغا في رفاهية أصحاب المزارع ال القلبالقطن واستهلاآه، إلا أنها دولةٌ ذات 

  . الصغيرة
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  ئي القطن يعزِّز الأمن الغذاإنتاج  -4
  

و أشارت اللجنة إلى أن الدخل .  أبلغ ممثلو المزارعين اللجنة أن الأمن الغذائي يبدأ من منطلق الأمن في الدخل
أراض لمزارعون من إنتاج القطن يُـمـكِن أرباب البيوت منهم، خاصة أولئك الذين يفلحون في النقدي الذي يجنيه ا

 من أجل الإنفاق على الطعام والعناية الصحية و الرسوم ث يصعب إنتاج المحاصيل الغذائيةشبه جافة حيجافة و
 أن القطن يُـسهِــم في آذلك، أشير إلى.  المدرسية والضروريات الأخرى التي لا تكون متوفرة بطرق أخرى

حويل المدخلات وذلك بتقوية خصوبة التربة و إعاقة نمو الحشرات و الأمن الغذائي بتوفير الوسائل اللازمة لت
الأمراض و ذلك ضمن نظم تتم إدارتها بصورة صحيحة في تدوير المحاصيل التي تشمل القطن و غيره من 

من أداء دوره الريادي في التنمية الاقتصادية وفي الإسهام في مجال هذا وقد ذآر أنه لكي يتمكن القطن .  الغـلاّت
الأمن الغذائي يتوجب على المزارعين الحصول على مدخلات ذات جودة عالية و آذلك الإقراض و التكنولوجيا 

 و في هذا الخصوص، أعطت اللجنة توجيهاتها إلى السكرتارية لتعريف أو.  المناسبة إضافة إلى أسواق مضمونة
  .تحديد إسهام القطن للأمن الغذائي بصورة أفضل

  
  : القطن عند أصحاب المزارع الصغيرةإنتاجتسهيل   -5
  

لقد تم تبليغ اللجنة أن التعطيلات في تزويد المدخلات و المستوى المتدني في تبني التكنولوجيا بالإضافة إلى النظم 
ارعين و التي، مجتمعة مع تأخيرات في الدفع لهم هما التسويقية الضعيفة قد نتج عنه انخفاضا في العائدات للمز

و اللجنة إذ استذآرت نتائج المناقشات .  بمثابة المعوّقات الرئيسية لإنتاج القطن لدى أصحاب المزارع الصغيرة
، اتفقت على أن إنتاج القطن 2008التي جرت أثناء الجلسة العمومية السابعة و الستين في  أواغادوغو في العام 

ى صغار المالكين يعتمد على جودة التدريب الذي يتلقوه من وآلاء الإرشاد و من المزارعين، و أنه في أغلبية لد
الحالات تكون المدارس الميدانية للمزارعين مجتمعة مع قطع المزارع النموذجية هي أآثر أشكال التواصل الفعال 

بأن الأبحاث الزراعية و أعمال ) ICAC (لقطنو توصي اللجنة الاستشارية الدولية ل.  مع صغار المزارعين
و هنا أعرب بعض أعضاء لجنة   عن تأييدهم .  الإرشاد يجب أن تحظى بزيادات في الدعم من القطاع العام

و .  لتأسيس مرآز دولي لأبحاث القطن آما وُجّـِــهت تعليمات إلى اللجنة الدائمة لتعطي هذا الاقتراح اعتبارا أآبر
رآة أهمية الأدوار التي تلعبها شرآات القطن في أفريقيا في مجال التنمية الاقتصادية، و آجزء بعض الدول، مد

 العجزمن الإستراتيجية الشاملة لدعم صغار المزارعين اقترحت أن تأخذ الحكومات في الاعتبار مسألة تغطية 
  .لدى شرآات القطن

  
  : المنتجات المتفرعة عن القطن وإضافة قيمتها  -6
  
 من القطن والتي في مجموعها نبتةغَت اللجنةُ الاستشاريةُ الدولية للقطن ان بذور القطن قبل حلجها وسيقان أُبلِ

شعيرات  الى المنتجات المتفرِّعة عن القطن، آانت في العادة تلقى انتباها محدودا بسبب قيمتها المنخفضة نسبةً
، أخذت المنتجات الفرعية تحظى 2006 منذ العام غير أنه مع ازدياد أسعار الحبوب والبذور الزيتية. القطن

 قامت اللجنة بمراجعة المعلومات المتوفرة عن مجموعة واسعة من استخدامات عليهو.  الأيامباهتمام أآبرهذه 
زيت القطن و سيقان النبتة في استخراج الزيوت النباتية، و السمن النباتي و علف الحيوانات و الصابون و الورق 

آذلك من المتوقع أن تُـسهّـل الأبحاث الجديدة زيادة في .  قة في صناعة الطوب فضلا عن مواد أخرىو مواد لاص
استخدامات زيت القطن في الاستهلاك البشري مما سيزيد في جملة الاستخدامات و القيمة المتأتية من بذور 

لى مدير إدارة الصندوق السفير علي وا) CFC( اللجنةُ شكرها الى الصندوق المشترك للسِلَع هذا و رفعت.  القطن
 نبتةلتقديم الدعم للمشاريع التي من شأنها تسهيل الاستخدام التجاري لسيقان  Ali M. Mchumo متشومو . م

وتجدر الاشارة الى أنه من ضمن المشاريع التي موَّلَها الصندوق المشترك للسلع  .القطن في صناعة مواد البناء
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  اللجنة الاستشارية الدولية للقطن
  

  البيان الختامي للجلسة العمومية الثامنة والستين
  

  دور القطن في التنمية الاقتصادية"
  " وضمان الأمن الغذائي في أوقات أزمة اقتصادية عالمية

  
  

 بين السابع  في الفترة،في آيب تاون ، افريقيا الجنوبية) ICAC( اجتمعت اللجنة الاستشارية الدولية للقطن 
 في جلستها العمومية الثامنة والستين منذ تأسيس اللجنة قبل 2009أيلول سنة /تمبروالحادي عشر من شهر سب

 تسع شخصاً من بينهم ممثلون عن ثلاثمائة و ثلاثة و ستوناشترك في الجلسة   .1939سبعين سنة في العام 
  . منظمات دوليةوعشروثلاثين حكومة 

  
 ):IYNF( على أنها السنة الدولية للالياف الطبيعية 2009سنة احتفلت اللجنة ب  -1
  

سهامات  للألياف الطبيعية اعترافاً منها بإ دوليةً سنة2009ً  سنةَ المتحدة للأممعامة التابعة الجمعية ال أعلنت
ئات لياف الطبيعية في تدعيم مداخيل مفي اقتصادات آافة الدول تقريبا، وفي دور الأ صناعات هذه الالياف

 وبناء على ذلك قامت اللجنة الاستشارية .ين وللبيئةكالملايين من الناس ، وإقرارا منها بفوائد هذه الالياف للمستهل
 لقيامها بالتنسيق ) FAO(الدولية للقطن بتوجيه الشكر الى منظمة الزراعة والأغذية التابعة للامم المتحدة 

 جوز مثل  إن صناعة القطن و صناعات الألياف الطبيعية الأخرى. ة الطبيعي السنة الدولية للالياف عنعلانللإ
 زال، والصوف، وغيرها لتشجيع المستهلكين في آل أرجاء العالم علىيالهند، والكتان، والقنب، والحرير، والس

  ." الألياف الطبيعيةاآتشاف"
  
 : متواضعة في الاستهلاك زيادةٍتباشيرُ  -2
   

في الموسم المُنتهي في % 12رية يقول ان استهلاك القطن في العالم انخفض بنسبة تلقت اللجنة تقريراً من السكرتا
و قد  على الاقل 1920 من سنة الى أخرى منذ العام  انخفاضٍمر الذي يُعتَبَرُ أآبرَ نسبةِالأ، 2009تموز / يوليو31

 أن السكرتارية تتوقع أن يرتفع ـر ذُ آِ .تم اعتبار الانخفاض على أنه جاء نتيجة مباشرة للأزمة المالية العالمية
  .لاقتصاد العالمينمو ا تدريجي في أثناء الموسم الحالي بافتراض تحسنٍاعا متواضعا استخدام القطن عالمياً ارتف

 العادة أثناء الموسم السابق، وأن متوسط مستوى يفوقوذآرت السكرتارية ان أسعار القطن آانت متقلبة بشكل 
لى افتراض أن ظروفاً اقتصاديةً عادية ستطرأ فمن الجائز حينئذ أن تعتدل تقلبات الاسعار وع.  انخفضالأسعار قد

ولكن السكرتارية تتوقع أن يكون من غير المحتمل أن يرتفع مستوى متوسط الاسعار . أثناء موسم القطن الحالي
  . بشكل ملحوظفي العالم

  
ادة في التضييق على مواردها، آما أن اللجنة و أشارت اللجنة أن صناعة القطن آخذة في مواجهة زي  -3

  .تشجع تبني ممارسات جديدة من شأنها النهوض بالإنتاجية
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Inauguration
9:00 hr. Monday September 7, 2009 
Dr. Eugene Brock in the Chair

The CHAIR called the meeting to order. 

He said that it was a privilege for South Africa, 
and more particularly Cape Town, to host the 
68th Plenary Meeting of the ICAC. He noted 
that the economic importance of cotton and its 
contribution to food security justified the deep 
involvement of governments in an international 
organization dedicated to improving all the fac-
tors that contribute to the growth and health of 
cotton. He noted that significant progress had 
been achieved in the 16 years during which he 
had been involved with the ICAC, and thanked 
the Committee for its work. He reminded del-
egates of the theme of the meeting, “The Role of 
Cotton in Economic Development and Ensuring 
Food Security During a Period of Global Eco-
nomic Crisis” and urged participants to keep in 
mind this theme over the course of the meeting. 
He said that cotton has in the past and can in the 
future play a significant role in the lives of the 
people of Africa and other parts of the world. He 
wished luck in achieving a successful meeting 
to all the participants. Dr. Brock's remarks are a 
statement of the meeting. 

The CHAIR introduced Ms. Vangile Brenda Titi, 
Deputy Director General: Agriculture Support 
Services, Department of Agriculture, Forestry 
and Fisheries in South Africa, to present Intro-
ductory Remarks on behalf of the Minister for 
Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries, H.E. Ms. 
Tina Joemat-Pettersson. She said that South 
Africa was honored by the confidence bestowed 
by the ICAC to host the 68th Plenary Meeting 
this year in Cape Town. She said that much 
gratitude should go to Ms. Liako Moahloli and 
Dr. Siphiwe Mkhize, for ensuring that the rela-
tionship between the ICAC and the government 
of South Africa grew stronger over time. She 
welcomed all participants to the meeting and 
expressed hopes that member and non-member 
countries would engage constructively to grow 
and sustain the cotton industry for the benefit of 
current and future generations. 

Ms. Titi reported that South Africa was very 
much affected by the world economic crisis 
and was experiencing deeper poverty. For the 
first time since the 1800s the agricultural sector 
is bigger than the mining sector, thus giving the 
opportunity to all stakeholders in agriculture, 
including the cotton industry, to come up with 
plans to support their industry and contribute to 
poverty alleviation, job creation, rural develop-
ment and sustainability. She also mentioned 
that rising agricultural production costs and 
food prices had made the South African food 
system more fragile and more vulnerable to 
shocks, pushing many people into conditions 

of hunger and deprivation and causing many 
farmers to abandon land. She noted that the 
theme of the meeting, “the Role of Cotton in 
Economic Development and Ensuring Food 
Security during a Period of Global Economic 
Crisis”, was particularly well chosen. She said 
that the Department of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries in partnership with the cotton industry 
in South Africa was already taking steps in this 
direction, through the SA Cotton Industry Strat-
egy. This strategy aims to broaden participation 
from small-scale producers in cotton produc-
tion, to grow cotton farm output to more than 
80,000 tons, to raise productivity and expand 
exports, and to accelerate the elimination of 
unfair competition through promoting regional 
and international cooperation and through more 
effective lobbying in international trade forums. 
She expressed the hopes of the South African 
government that the 68th Plenary Meeting of 
the ICAC would benefit the South African cotton 
industry in the areas of cotton research, trade and 
standardization. 

Ms. Titi also talked about the macro policy in-
tervention enacted by the government of South 
Africa, the “Broad Based Black Economic Em-
powerment Act” No. 53 of 2003, which promotes 
increased participation of previously marginal-
ized groups and the elimination of inequalities in 
the economy. The adaptation of this framework 
to agriculture, via the “Agricultural Broad Based 
Black Economic Empowerment (AgriBEE) 
Charter, facilitated a number of partnership 
initiatives between government and industry 
stakeholders, including the cotton industry. She 
said that lessons from the Plenary Meeting would 
help to enhance this progress. 

Ms. Titi expressed hopes that the Plenary 
Meeting would deliberate on the involvement 
of governments in the cotton sector and come 
up with strong statements for the elimination of 
government subsidies that distort the market and 
restrict market access. She recognized the sup-
port of the ICAC for the successful conclusion 
of the Doha Round. 

Ms. Titi said that the Department of Agriculture, 
Forestry and Fisheries recognizes 2009 as the 
International Year of Natural Fibers and is pro-
moting this initiative. She said that the IYNF had 
a role to play in the Millennium Development 
Goals (MDGs), in particular MDG 1 (attack-
ing poverty and hunger), MDG 7 (contributing 
to environmental sustainability) and MDG 8 
(promoting the formation of an international 
partnerships).

She expressed hopes that the meeting would be 
successful and that participants in the meeting 
would enjoy their stay in Cape Town and its 
numerous sightseeing attractions. Ms. Titi’s 

remarks are a statement of the meeting.

The CHAIR thanked Ms. Titi and introduced H. 
E. Ambassador Ali Mchumo, Managing Director 
of the Common Fund for Commodities (CFC), 
to give his Opening Observations. H.E. Ambas-
sador Mchumo expressed his appreciation to the 
organizing committee for inviting him to make 
opening remarks during the inaugural session. 
He also thanked the Government of South 
Africa for hosting the meeting in the beautiful 
city of Cape Town, for its warm welcome and 
hospitality, and for providing excellent facilities. 
He explained that the CFC is an autonomous 
intergovernmental financial institution with a 
membership of 106 nations and nine intergov-
ernmental organizations. He reminded that the 
68th plenary meeting was taking place at a time 
when the world was gradually emerging from a 
global economic and financial crisis, and this 
meeting would provide the opportunity to exam-
ine how cotton could contribute to this recovery. 
He reported that the global cotton agenda was 
affecting tens of millions of cotton producers, 
workers in the processing industries, trade and 
ultimately in the textile industry. He explained 
that the agenda of the 68th Plenary Meeting 
covered a broad range of issues, including link-
ages between the cotton sector and food security, 
the importance of small-holder production, and 
ways and means of increasing production ef-
ficiency and cotton farmer income, and income 
generation through use of cotton by-products. 
He said he would elaborate further on the role 
of the CFC in the field of cotton development, 
in the context of their close co-operation with 
the ICAC, during the 2nd Plenary Session. 
Ambassador Mchumo's remarks are a statement 
of the meeting.

The CHAIR thanked H.E. Ambassador Ali 
Mchumo. The CHAIR asked if there were any 
amendments to the agenda and, seeing none, de-
clared that the proposed agenda was approved.

The CHAIR introduced the keynote speaker 
Mr. Berrye Worsham, President of Cotton In-
corporated (USA), to give his presentation “Po-
sitioning Cotton As a Solution to 21st Century 
Problems.” Mr. Worsham explained that factors 
affecting global markets and the planet would 
play an important role in shaping cotton’s future 
and that the cotton industry had the opportunity 
to influence change and to regain market share 
lost to synthetic fibers. He explained that there 
were four global challenges standing out as key 
to shaping the market for cotton in the next 
century: (1) a growing global population and 
growing real incomes; (2) the need to double 
the world’s food and feed supply in the next 
half century despite the need to supply more 
energy from agriculture; (3) the need to change 
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the trajectory of the world’s need for dwindling 
natural resources such as oil and water; and (4) 
continuing to supply global consumers with 
better and more responsibly made products in 
all industries. He reported that these challenges 
were already affecting the cotton supply chain 
and that solution to these challenges involved 
four primary areas: (1) the need for technology 
in general, and biotechnology specifically, to 
continue to improve cotton yields globally; (2) 
the necessity for improvement in the sustainabil-
ity of the cotton supply chain, especially in the 
area of textile processing; (3) the development 
of new innovations for cotton products that meet 
the needs of a more discerning consumer; and 
(4) a more robust communication strategy with 
the world’s consumer and the global textile sup-
ply chain. He reported that Cotton Incorporated 
and Cotton Council International were working 
jointly in many areas (involving research and 
promotion strategies) to help all cottons of the 
world compete with petroleum-based synthetic 
fibers. He concluded by emphasizing that other 
countries than the United States would need to 
greatly enhance their efforts for the cotton indus-
try is to reach its full potential. Mr. Worsham's 
presentation is a statement of the meeting.

The CHAIR recognized Dr. Sebahattin Ga-
zanfer, Chair of the Private Sector Advisory 
Panel (PSAP), to give his report. Dr. Gazanfer 
recalled that the PSAP was formed in 1999 and 
thanked the Chairman for his efforts to form the 
PSAP. He also noted that the PSAP represents 
three major segments of the cotton industry: 
cotton producers, merchants and spinners in 
both developed and developing countries. He 
highlighted a number of issues considered as 
important by the PSAP: 

1) Availability of Finances for Cotton Trade, 
2) Direct Support to the Cotton Industry, 
3) Principle of Contract Sanctity, 
4) Cotton Futures Contract, 
5) Green House Gas (GHG) Emissions, 
6) Phytosanitary Requirements for Trade in 
Cotton,  
7) the Doha Round, 
8) the proposition of a New International Cot-
ton Classing and Marketing School, and  
9) the Rotation of PSAP Officers. 

He said that Mr. Ahmed El-Bosaty of Egypt was 
elected Chair of the PSAP for 2010, and Mr. 
Dhiren Sheth of India was elected Vice Chair. He 
concluded by wishing to all participants a very 
productive, successful and enjoyable meeting. 
The Report of the Private Sector Advisory Panel 
(PSAP) is a statement of the meeting.

The delegate of ARGENTINA inquired whether 
it was possible to ask questions to speakers dur-
ing the Inaugural Session. The CHAIR answered 
that there would be time to ask questions later 
in the session.

The CHAIR introduced Dr. Ashraf El-Rabiey, 
Chair of the Standing Committee, to give his 

report. Dr. El-Rabiey expressed to the Govern-
ment and the people of South Africa the genuine 
appreciation of the ICAC for hosting the 68th 
Plenary Meeting. He said that since arrival in 
this beautiful city, Cape Town, all delegates felt 
welcomed, and that all South Africans were very 
friendly and helpful in every way.

Dr. El-Rabiey noted in all meetings, there had 
been a common element for the people that work 
in the cotton industry. They all work with a lot of 
passion, whether they are very simple farmers, 
or very famous fashion designers. Dr. El-Rabiey 
thanked the delegates of the member countries 
and the staff of the Secretariat for their dedicated 
work and support during the past year. He also 
thanked the officers of the Committee and other 
active members on other subcommittees.

He reported that during the past year, the Stand-
ing Committee had five meetings, including two 
outside Washington DC. The 498th meeting 
was held in New York, at the Fashion Institute 
of Technology (FIT), where a panel discussion 
involving people from the fashion industry took 
place. The 500th Meeting was in North Carolina 
where the Standing Committee visited a cotton 
farm and a company that devotes its work to 
cotton research and cotton promotion. They 
were able to see the latest products that showed 
that cotton can compete effectively with other 
fibers.

Dr. El-Rabiey reported on some of the topics 
that the Standing Committee dealt with during 
the past year, including biotechnology in cot-
ton, an update on the work of the ICAC Expert 
Panel on Social, Environmental and Economic 
Performance of Cotton Production (SEEP), 
government support to the cotton industry, 
registration of cotton exporters by the govern-
ment of China (Mainland), the Doha Round, and 
ICAC membership. Regarding the Doha Round, 
Dr. El-Rabiey stressed that Egypt supports an 
outcome on cotton that is compliant with the 
Hong Kong Mandate. Egypt aligns itself with 
the position of the C-4 in that regard. It attaches 
great importance to this issue as it touches on 
millions of farmers in Africa.

Dr. El-Rabiey endorsed the nominations of Mr. 
Azmat Ali Ranja of Pakistan as the new Chair of 
the Committee, Mr. Patrick Packnett of U.S.A. as 
First Vice Chair, Mrs. Lily Munanka of Tanzania 
as Second Vice Chair.

Dr. El-Rabiey expressed his deep appreciation 
and thanks to the Standing Committee members 
and the Secretariat. 

He concluded by wishing all participants a suc-
cessful meeting, a very pleasant stay in Cape 
Town and to all Muslim brothers and sisters 
a Happy Ramadan, or as they say in Egypt, 
Ramadan Kareem!  The Report of the Chair-
man of the Standing Commtitee is a statement 
of the meeting. 

Dr. El-Rabiey said that last year the ICAC de-

cided to recognize a cotton researcher every year. 
The 2009 program was announced in February/
March 2009 and a panel of five anonymous 
judges from four countries was selected. The 
first “ICAC Cotton Research of the Year” is 
Dr. Keshav Rai Kranthi of the Central Institute 
for Cotton Research in India. Dr. Kranthi is an 
entomologist by training and has developed 
technologies that have been patented in India 
for the benefit of millions of small growers. He 
personally congratulated Dr. Kranthi on winning 
the first ICAC award and invited him to receive 
the trophy and the certificate.

Dr. Kranthi thanked the ICAC for creating this 
award and for awarding him this recognition. He 
thanked his mother, his wife and his daughter. 
He said that by recognizing him, this award was 
recognizing all his countrymen. He added that 
he would have the opportunity to speak about 
his vision on world cotton research during the 
Fifth Open Session (Technical Seminar) on 
September 10. 

The CHAIR wished good luck to Dr. Kranthi 
in his work and thanked the ICAC for creating 
this recognition.

The CHAIR introduced Mr. Terry Townsend to 
give his report as executive director.

Mr. Townsend thanked the Chair and Member 
Governments of the ICAC for the opportunity to 
address the plenary meeting. He noted that 2009 
marks the 70th anniversary of the founding of 
the ICAC at an International Cotton Meeting 
held in Washington, DC at the invitation of the 
Government of the United States of America 
during 5-9 September 1939. He observed that 
even as fighting was starting in what is now 
called World War Two, countries felt that inter-
national cooperation in cotton was of sufficient 
importance to conduct the Meeting that resulted 
in the establishment of the ICAC. 

He noted that obviously, much has changed 
since the founding of the Committee. However, 
he observed that while the activities of the 
Committee have changed over 70 years, the 
mission of the ICAC remains the same: To as-
sist governments in supporting a healthy world 
cotton economy by raising awareness of cotton 
issues, by providing information necessary for 
decision-making and by facilitating cooperation 
among industry segments and governments on 
matters of shared international concern. The 
purpose of a plenary meeting is to move forward 
through agreements to cooperate and through 
the identification of best practices appropriate 
for national adoption. 

Mr. Townsend noted that the lengthy theme of 
this year’s plenary meeting with two related 
subjects is emblematic of the complex prob-
lems facing the world cotton industry and the 
economic crisis in which the industry has been 
operating. He said that during the cotton season 
just past, world cotton consumption fell by 13%, 
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the largest percentage decline since the forma-
tion of the Committee, and so a focus on the 
economic crisis is necessary. And, as speakers 
during this plenary meeting will note, cotton can 
serve as a solution to the problems confronting 
the world economy and rural areas. 

Quoting the International Forum of Agricultural 
Producers (IFAP), Mr. Townsend said that food 
security is more than cheap food for urban resi-
dents, and strategies to promote food security 
must facilitate increases in incomes by farmer 
households. He noted that cotton can contribute 
to food security by financing inputs that improve 
soil fertility, by improving the technical knowl-
edge of farmers which can lead to higher food 
crop yields, and by providing cash income to be 
used for school fees, health services, food and 
other necessities.

Mr. Townsend thanked the Government of South 
Africa for hosting the 68th Plenary Meeting. 
He acknowledged the excellent work by expert 
panels and task forces established by the Com-
mittee, and he thanked members of the Stand-
ing Committee for their work on behalf of the 
cotton industry. 

The CHAIR thanked Mr. Townsend for his 
report. The Report of the Executive Director is 
a statement of the meeting.

The CHAIR recognized the delegate of ARGEN-
TINA, who insisted that the Plenary Meeting 
should be the opportunity not only to listen to 
presentations but also to interact with speak-
ers in order to reach a more advanced level of 
understanding of the issues and to discuss these 
issues in more depth. He asked Mr. Worsham 
how long it would take to develop commercial 
cotton varieties with no gossypol in the seeds. 
Mr. Worsham answered that the first genera-
tion of seeds with no gossypol was developed, 
but that it would take multiple generations to 
develop a stable product. He said that hopes 
were that such a variety could be developed in 
the coming decade. 

The delegate of ARGENTINA asked whether it 
would be useful to consider the creation of a new 
international body in charge of cotton promo-
tion. Mr. Townsend answered that the issue of 
cotton promotion would be discussed in detail 
during the Third Breakout Session organized by 
the International Forum for Cotton Promotion 
(IFCP) on September 9: “Enhancing Demand 
for Cotton Products.”

The CHAIR invited TURKEY, host of the 66th 
Plenary Meeting, to deliver welcoming remarks 
on behalf of all delegates. The delegate of Turkey 
thanked the Department of Agriculture, Forestry 

and Fisheries of South Africa and Cotton SA, 
and the ICAC Secretariat, for organizing the 
68th Plenary Meeting. He noted his firm convic-
tion that the event would enhance worldwide 
cooperation on all aspects of cotton. He noted 
that in addition to being a tool of economic 
development and technological progress, cotton 
provides textile fibers and oil for humans, and 
that cottonseed itself could become in the near 
future an important source of food for humans. 
He reminded that the Cape was named “Cape 
of Good Hope” because of the great optimism 
engendered by the opening of a sea route to India 
and the Far East, and that the same optimism was 
needed in order to get rid of the economic crisis 
currently plaguing countries. He concluded by 
emphasizing the role of this Plenary Meeting 
to not only provide participants with a multidi-
mensional point of view about the role of cotton 
in economic development and food safety, but 
also to equip them with the very necessary hope, 
optimism and steadfastness to tackle the global 
economic crisis.

The CHAIR thanked the delegate of TURKEY 
for his remarks.

Seeing no additional business, the CHAIR ad-
journed the Inaugural Session of the 68th Plenary 
Meeting at 11:10 am.

First Plenary Session
Overcoming Impediments to Progress in Multilateral Trade Negotiations

15:00 hr. Tuesday September 8, 2009  
Mr. Chiedu Osakwe in the Chair 

The CHAIR invited Andrei Guitchounts, Econo-
mist for the Secretariat, to report on government 
support to the cotton industry.

Mr. Guitchounts reported that subsidies to the 
cotton industry, including direct support to 
production, border protection, crop insurance 
subsidies, minimum support price mechanisms 
and export subsidies, rose by more than twofold 
from $2.7 billion in 2007/08 to an estimated 
$5.9 billion in 2008/09. Ten countries provided 
direct government support in 2008/09, averaging 
14 cents per pound, compared with 8 cents per 
pound in 2007/08. The increase in government 
support is explained primarily by the significant 
decline in cotton prices during 2008/09. In ad-
dition to direct support to production, declining 
domestic cotton prices in 2008/09 triggered 
several types of government interventions aim-
ing to support producers’ revenues in a larger 
number of countries. As a result of decreased 
international prices, the estimate of government 
support to cotton production resulting from 
minimum support price mechanisms and border 
protection policies rose from $614 million in 

2007/08 to an estimated $2.1 billion in 2008/09. 
The level of direct government assistance pro-
vided through export programs is estimated to 
have decreased from $400 million in 2005/06 
to $30 million in 2007/08, and is estimated at 
$26 million in 2008/09. Mr. Guitchounts gave 
details about government support to the cotton 
sector for the following countries and regions: 
the United States, China (Mainland), the Eu-
ropean Union, India, Pakistan, Turkey, Brazil, 
and Mexico. The report Production and Trade 
Policies Afecting the Cotton Industry is a docu-
ment of  the meeting.

The CHAIR thanked Mr. Guitchounts and asked 
delegates if they had any questions about this 
report.

The delegate of INDIA noted that the 5% sub-
sidy on cotton exports that was implemented in 
India during 2008/09 had been withdrawn on 
June 30, 2009.

The delegate of PAKISTAN asked if the spike 
in government support to the cotton industry 
in 2008/09 was related to the global economic 
downturn. Mr. Guitchounts answered that gov-
ernment support to the cotton sector is inversely 
correlated with cotton market prices, and he said 

that the economic recession had greatly weak-
ened demand for cotton leading to lower prices. 
Thus, the increased support to the cotton industry 
in 2008/09 was related to the recession.

The delegate of ARGENTINA noted that a sig-
nificant share of world cotton production was 
supported in 2008/09. He added that he could 
understand the support given to the cotton sec-
tor in developing countries where food security 
can be an issue, but not the support given to the 
cotton sectors of developed countries where food 
needs are covered. Mr. Pellegrinos' remarks are 
a statement of the meeting.

The CHAIR thanked Mr. Guitchounts and 
the Secretariat of the ICAC for their report 
on government support to the cotton industry. 
The CHAIR expressed, on behalf of himself 
and the WTO, his appreciation to all the ICAC 
members and government representatives for 
making possible this annual discussion on mul-
tilateral cotton trade negotiations. He noted that 
the ICAC has made important contributions to 
the Doha Development Agenda (DDA) negotia-
tions on cotton. He said that the purpose of the 
panel discussion was to brief ICAC Members 
on a range of issues cutting across the DDA, 
through a Question and Answer process with 
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panelists. The panel discussions would focus 
on progress in the Doha Round; the trade policy 
and development assistance aspects of the cotton 
initiative; South-South Cooperation for Cotton 
Sector Development; domestic cotton sector 
reforms; the effects of the global financial and 
economic crisis on the cotton sector; and, finally, 
the efforts of Director-General Pascal Lamy to 
bring about progress on the cotton dossier in his 
Consultative Framework Mechanism on Cotton 
(DGCFMC). 

The CHAIR introduced the members of the 
panel: H.E. Prosper Vokouma, Ambassador 
Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary, Permanent 
Representant, Permanent Mission of Benin to the 
United Nations, representing the C4 GROUP; 
Mrs. Anna Saarela, Directorate General Agri-
culture, European Commission, representing 
the European Commission; Dr. J.N. Singh, Joint 
Secretary, Ministry of Textiles, Government of 
India, representing India; Mr. Thabo Chauke, Di-
rector – Multilateral Organizations, Trade Policy 
& Negotiations Unit, Department of Trade & 
Industry, Government of South Africa; and Mr. 
Patrick Packnett, Assistant Deputy Administra-
tor, Foreign Agricultural Service, United States 
Department of Agriculture. The Chair stressed 
that the Members, which these panelists repre-
sented had made vital and positive contributions 
to the launch and continuing evolution of the 
Doha Round, including the cotton dossier. 

The CHAIR noted that cotton reflected two de-
velopments at the WTO: 1) all WTO members 
agree that cotton has become the test of the 
development content of the Doha Round; and 
2) cotton has become an example of interna-
tional cooperation within the WTO negotiations, 
reflecting both progress and challenges to be 
further addressed. (Cotton had been introduced 
two years after the launch of the DDA, but all 
members agreed to the adjustment of the agenda 
to include the Sectoral Initiative on Cotton (SIC). 
Progress had been made, but there were still 
outstanding issues to be addressed in the context 
of the broader negotiations in agriculture and the 
overall Doha Round. He expressed his apprecia-
tion to ICAC members and the ICAC Secretariat 
for their support in the past four years.

The CHAIR invited Ambassador Vokouma to 
present the views and positions of the C4 group 
on progress in the DDA and the efforts of the 
C4 group in this regard. Ambassador Vokouma 
explained that the four countries included in the 
C4 group (Benin, Burkina Faso, Chad and Mali), 
which are amongst the poorest, have a stake on 
the cotton issue within the DDA and the task of 
working towards a successful conclusion of the 
negotiations on cotton and the DDA. He said 
that the C4 group was currently working with 
Brazil, the European Union and the United States 
(known as the Cotton Quad) at the WTO in order 
to find a solution within the talks on agriculture. 
Currently only one proposition for cotton, pre-
pared by the C4 group, has been offered. The 

proposed formula is related only to domestic 
support to cotton production, and would ensure 
that the reductions in domestic support will be 
higher for cotton than the reductions agreed 
within the overall agricultural framework. An 
implementation period of six years is suggested 
for developed countries. He added that all the 
efforts of the C4 group are now targeted against 
support to cotton production provided in the 
United States and the European Union. In addi-
tion to multilateral negotiations, the C4 group 
has started bilateral discussions with the United 
States and they will also start talks with India 
and China. Ambassador Vokouma's remarks are 
a statement of the meeting.

The CHAIR thanked Ambassador Vokouma and 
invited Dr. Singh to give a report on the recent 
WTO meeting that took place in New Delhi on 
September 3-4, 2009. Dr. Singh explained that 
during the mini-Ministerial meeting, 35 WTO 
members agreed to conclude DDA negotiations 
by 2010. In addition they asked senior officials 
to meet in Geneva within 10 days to start pre-
paring these negotiations. Dr. Singh noted that 
the ICAC should also reaffirm its support, as 
it had done in previous years, for a successful, 
ambitious and balanced conclusion of the Doha 
Round in 2010.

The CHAIR thanked Dr. Singh and invited Mr. 
Packnett to present US positions on current ef-
forts to conclude the Doha Round. Mr. Packnett 
explained that the United States was committed 
to a successful and rapid completion of the DDA, 
for cotton as well as for other commodities. He 
noted that cotton was being addressed at the 
WTO along two tracks, trade and development, 
and he noted that development aid is being pro-
vided by WTO members to C4 countries. 

The CHAIR thanked Mr. Packnett and invited 
Ms. Saarela to comment on the position of the 
EU. She thanked the ICAC for giving her an 
opportunity to present the views of the EC on 
the Doha Round and on the cotton issue, in par-
ticular. She noted that as India and Burkina Faso 
have already mentioned the DDA process has 
been re-energized in New Delhi in the previous 
week, the objective being to finalize the Round 
by 2010. She explained that in accordance with 
the reform implemented in the cotton sector 
since 2006, the EU had already moved away 
from its most trade-distorting support to cotton, 
in line with the overall reform of the Common 
Agricultural Policy (CAP). In particular, the 
reform implemented in the cotton sector since 
had eliminated distorting subsidies. She noted 
that the EU position had been bold and ambitious 
in DDA commitments: cotton imports into the 
EU are already duty and quota free; there are 
no cotton export subsidies, and domestic cot-
ton support, the most trade-distorting subsides 
to cotton production, have already been fully 
eliminated. She said that the EU believed that 
what it had already implemented respects the 
Hong Kong mandate regarding cotton (for an 

ambitious, expeditious and specific outcome). 
As far as the EU is concerned:

- 	 concessions made by the EU on cotton are 
indeed specific;

- 	 more ambitious than for other commodities, 
as the EU has already eliminated its most 
trade-distorting subsidies for cotton, (in 
addition, there are no duty and no export 
subsidies on cotton); and

- 	 EU concessions are certainly expeditious: 
in that sense they go even further than the 
Hong Kong mandate, as they have already 
been implemented.

The EU will continue supporting a "specific, 
ambitious and expeditious" outcome for cotton 
in the Doha Round, and invites key developed 
countries to engage themselves on the way 
towards reform.

The CHAIR thanked Ms. Saarela and called on 
Mr. Thabo Chauke to give a broad overview of 
South Africa’s position on the DDA and cotton. 
Mr. Chauke said that South Africa continued to 
play a constructive role in the DDA negotiations 
and supported a successful conclusion of the 
DDA. He noted that such a successful conclusion 
of the DDA could help countries emerge from the 
current economic crisis. He added that rhetorical 
support for a successful conclusion of the DDA 
was good, but that work still needed to be done 
in Geneva in order to achieve this outcome.

The CHAIR thanked Mr. Chauke and stressed 
two points: 1) all the calls coming from differ-
ent groups, including the ICAC, are important 
in maintaining the positive momentum in the 
DDA, and 2) the conclusion of the DDA would 
make an important contribution to global eco-
nomic recovery. 

Continuing with the Panel discussions, the Chair 
noted that the trade policy aspects of cotton 
were being addressed within the framework of 
the agricultural negotiations on the basis of the 
three pillars of the negotiations namely: market 
access, export subsidies, and domestic support. 
He asked the panelists what progress had been 
made on cotton on these three pillars. 

Ambassador Vokouma repeated that the C4 was 
working within the Cotton Quad on the cotton 
trade issue, that the C4 had made a proposition 
regarding a reduction in cotton domestic support 
and was waiting for answers to that proposal, 
and that the recent conclusions from the WTO 
meeting in New Delhi provided grounds for 
optimism.

Mr. Packnett said that the US position on cotton 
in the DDA was best addressed within the overall 
agricultural negotiations on the three pillars. 

Dr. Singh said that India was working with 
Brazil, South Africa and other countries so that 
an ambitious, expeditious and specific outcome 
was achieved for cotton within the DDA. 

The CHAIR thanked the panelists. He pro-
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vided additional information regarding the Trade 
Policy Aspects of the cotton negotiations: the 
mandate of the WTO provided for the negotia-
tions on the trade policy aspects of cotton within 
the overall agricultural negotiations, and on 
the basis of the three pillars. Regarding export 
subsidies, there was an agreement during the 
Hong Kong Ministerial in 2005 to end these 
subsidies, and WTO members reaffirmed this 
decision in the December 2008 draft modalities 
texts. On market access, in 2005 at the Hong 
Kong Ministerial Declaration, WTO Members 
agreed to duty and quota-free market access 
for cotton products from all Least Developed 
Countries (LDC). This was also reflected in 
the December 2008 draft modalities text. At 
the New Delhi Mini-Ministerial, participating 
WTO Members had agreed to continue to build 
on the progress as reflected in the 2008 draft 
modalities text. He stressed the fact that WTO 
members work on the basis of compromise and 
consensus, and not majority rule. He explained 
that the Cotton Quad was an informal grouping 
of countries working on the Cotton Dossier and 
that progress was been made albeit not as fast 
as would be desirable. 

The CHAIR turned to the Development As-
sistance Aspect of the Cotton Dossier and in-
vited Ambassador Vokouma to speak about the 
progress and challenges involved. Ambassador 
Vokouma reported that developing countries 
have benefited substantially from development 
assistance provided under the auspices of the 
DDA, and he noted that Brazil, China and India 
are providing significant assistance to African 
producers within the framework of South-South 
cooperation.

The CHAIR invited Ms. Saarela and Mr. Pack-
nett to talk about the EU and US programs for 
development assistance to cotton producing 
countries. Ms. Saarela explained that cotton 
development assistance provided by the EU to 
African countries including the C4 countries, 
was guided by the EU-Africa Partnership on 
Cotton. She said that the total budget exceeded 
300 million euros since 2004, of which half was 
contributed by the EC budget and half by EU 
member countries. In addition, the EU adopted 
an additional budget of 1 billion euros in 2008 
(Food Facility) to improve food security in 
Africa, to be spent over three years. 

Mr. Packnett said that the US public and private 
sectors worked closely with West and Central 
African countries to design the West African 
Cotton Improvement Program (WACIP). 
WACIP is overall an approximately $28 mil-
lion program, some $19.6 million of which is 
aimed directly at the C4. WACIP is a program 
that invests specifically in cotton. WACIP is in 
addition to the normal development assistance 
provided by the US, and is in addition to the 
Millennium Challenge program. 

The CHAIR asked if delegates had comments.

The delegate of ARGENTINA read three para-
graphs of his report. He noted that because there 
is flexibility regarding direct payments from the 
green box, it seems that reductions in cotton 
subsidies from the Amber Box that might be 
decided in the DDA could be offset by increases 
in subsidies under green box programs, and 
therefore there might not be concrete benefits 
for the cotton sector. He added that Argentina is 
willing to work to achieve an ambitious outcome 
to the cotton issue in the DDA. He reiterated the 
need that WTO negotiations achieve a result that 
is in agreement with the objectives, in particular 
for cotton, in order to improve competitiveness 
in the cotton market. 

The Delegate of POLAND noted that the results 
of the WTO meeting in India last week were 
very encouraging and that they were looking 
forward to concrete actions. He hoped that cot-
ton would be included in the coming Ministerial 
meeting discussions, and that an understanding 
of how to treat cotton in this future meeting was 
needed. He said that Poland supported a positive 
resolution for cotton at the DDA, and deplored 
the government subsidies and the current dif-
ficult situation in the global cotton market. He 
expressed the hope that a satisfactory solution 
would be found not only for cotton but for all 
commodities, and not only for the agricultural 
sector but for all the sectors involved.

The CHAIR explained that following the recent 
WTO meeting in New Delhi, Chief Negotiators 
and Senior Officials would start working in 
Geneva on September 14. He said that a Min-
isterial Conference was planned for November 
30-December 2, 2009 but that there were still 
consultations on the specific agenda of that 
meeting. WTO members agreed that this meeting 
would focus on the broad theme of the Global 
Economy and Strengthening the Multilateral 
Trading System. He added that at the New Delhi 
Mini-Ministerial, participants had converged 
on the position that development would remain 
central to the Doha Round.

The delegate of CHINA (TAIWAN) suggested 
that including cotton in the multilateral trade 
negotiations had perhaps complicated the is-
sue for the C4. He asked the C4 group if they 
regretted bringing the cotton initiative to the 
WTO and whether they believed that the 2010 
deadline could be met in light of the numerous 
missed deadlines in the past six years. He asked 
if they were considering other ways to achieve 
a reduction in cotton subsidies. 

Ambassador Vokouma said that the C4 group 
would fight for a successful outcome to the cot-
ton issue, even if there were from time to time 
periods of uncertainty and missed deadlines. 
He added that the C4 countries and other Afri-
can countries producing cotton did not have a 
choice in this regard because of the importance 
of cotton to their national economies and the 
vital importance of maintaining the integrity 

of multilaterally agreed rules. He said that they 
were only asking for the implementation of trade 
rules, not more aid. Nevertheless, the C4 group 
had several bilateral discussions with countries. 
He concluded by saying that the C4 countries 
believed that all the WTO members were nego-
tiating in good faith, and their hope and objective 
were to obtain necessary concessions on cotton 
in the DDA in accordance with WTO rules. 

The delegate of NIGERIA recognized the size 
of the cotton development assistance budget 
provided by the EU. He asked how the EU 
developed their cotton development assistance 
budget of 300 million euros. Was this budget 
considered adequate? Was the impact of this 
assistance measured and evaluated in the receiv-
ing countries? Were any additional interventions 
under consideration, in the event the current 
assistance budget did not prove sufficient? 

The delegate of TURKEY also appreciated the 
amount of the cotton development assistance 
budget provided by the EU. He said this sup-
port appeared very timely, given the difficulties 
faced by the cotton sectors in Africa. He asked 
how the EU assistance was distributed amongst 
countries.

Ms Saarela said that the EU has been playing and 
will continue to play an active role on cotton in 
the framework of the Doha Round. It has been 
particularly supportive of the trade interests of 
developing countries. This is reflected in the 
EU’s cotton related development assistance that 
remains guided by the EU-Africa Partnership on 
Cotton agreed in 2004. The total value of support 
mobilized since 2004 exceeds €300 million for 
cotton programs and projects.

This has been a substantial and major source of 
support that can be used in mitigating negative 
effects of the fall in cotton prices in the countries 
concerned. Europe's contribution is by far the 
most important contribution to cotton by any 
development partner. Regarding the EU-Africa 
Partnership on Cotton, the assessment is based 
on partnership, i.e. working together with ben-
eficiaries. The EU does not impose the actions; 
rather, the scope of actions is based on the agreed 
upon Action Plan. The joint Action Plan of the 
EU-Africa Cotton Partnership includes actions 
in seven fields.

The EC has limited budgetary resources, which 
are programmed multi-annually, so there is not 
much room for additional financing initiatives. 
Project financing is based on assessment criteria 
applied to all proposals in transparent and equal 
terms. There is a close monitoring process of 
all financing projects, the latest report regard-
ing the EU-Africa Partnership on cotton being 
concluded on May 2009. This information is 
also made available to the public on the website 
(www.coton-acp.org).

In addition, it should be noted that the EU places 
food security and appropriate responses to the 
global economic crisis high on its development 
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agenda, as exemplified by the approval of the €1 
billion Food Facility in December 2008. This ad-
ditional assistance (covering a three year period) 
was agreed and committed expeditiously in order 
to address the matter in a timely fashion.

Mr. Chauke noted that the cotton issue would 
test the DDA. He said one of the major positive 
things coming from the Cotton Initiative was to 
bring attention to WTO members of the injustice 
still existing in the cotton market. He noted that 
nothing prevented WTO members from reducing 
or eliminating their cotton subsidies before the 
DDA was concluded. 

The CHAIR invited Dr. Singh to comment on 
South-South Cooperation for Cotton Sector 
Development, an initiative by Brazil, China 
and India. 

Dr. Singh described the initiatives taken by 
India to cooperate with African countries on 
cotton matters: 1) in a spirit of South-South 
cooperation, India eliminated the import duties 
on cotton; 2) there were many private initiatives 
from Indian companies, in particular regarding 
organic cotton grown in the C4 countries and 
imported by India; and 3) India received many 
delegations from African Countries.

Ambassador Vokouma noted that it was not only 
the C4 countries but all African cotton produc-
ing countries that needed support. He said that 
potential cooperation with India was discussed 
in Addis Ababa earlier this year and that maybe 
more would come from this. He said that a 
project between Brazil and the C4 countries had 
already been implemented in Mali. He concluded 
by saying that all these cooperation projects were 
very important, while waiting for a conclusion 
of the DDA.

The delegate from MALI noted that they had 
benefited from assistance programs from the 
EU and the US since 2003, but that their main 
wish was that a successful outcome to the cotton 
issue happens in the DDA. He acknowledged 
the support provided by Brazil on the platform 
of South-South Cooperation for Cotton Sector 

Development. 

The delegate from ZIMBABWE asked Dr. Singh 
to provide details on the breakdown of participat-
ing countries at the New Delhi meeting. He noted 
that it would be tragic if development assistance 
was seen as a substitute for a resolution of the 
DDA. He also said that because the institutions 
providing development assistance to cotton pro-
ducing countries have their own cost structure 
within these countries, he is unsure how much 
help the cotton farmers obtain in the end. 

Dr. Singh said that there was a very broad rep-
resentation from all regions of the world at the 
New Delhi WTO meeting.

Ambassador Vokouma added that the mini-
ministerial meeting in New Delhi gathered all 
the principal trading powers and trade groupings 
in the Doha Round, such as the C4, LDCs, ACP, 
GRULAC, ASEAN, NAMA 11, etc.

The CHAIR summarized the issues emerging 
from the discussion:

1)	 ICAC has played an essential and positive 
role to support a balanced outcome and 
successful conclusion to the Doha Round, 
including on the Cotton Dossier. It would 
be useful for ICAC to continue to provide 
this support until the conclusion of the Doha 
Round. 

2)	 As the international organization with pri-
mary responsibility for cotton, the assistance 
provided by ICAC and its Secretariat were 
contributing to the implementation of vari-
ous aspects of the Doha Round mandate on 
cotton, particularly through the provision 
of data and implementation of projects 
on cotton development assistance in the 
Director-General's Consultative Framework 
Mechanism on Cotton (DGCFMC). 

3)	 Cotton had become a test of the development 
dimension of the Doha Round. The Doha 
Round could not be completed without a 
resolution of the cotton issue. Yet it was 
clear that a satisfactory resolution of the 

cotton dossier could only take place within 
the framework of balanced and successful 
conclusion of the Doha Round.

4)	 The ambitious and balanced conclusion of 
the DDA would provide a strong contri-
bution to global economic recovery and 
growth, including the growth of the cotton 
sector. It is impossible to conceive of sec-
tors that would thrive in isolation, in the 
broader context of crisis and recession in 
the global economy. A robust, prosperous 
and growing global economy was a neces-
sary condition for individual sectors, such 
as cotton, to thrive and prosper. The ICAC 
and other contributors also had a stake in 
the ambitious and expeditious conclusion 
of the DDA in 2010. 

5)	 It was stressed that there was no attempt 
to substitute or override the trade policy 
aspects of cotton with the development as-
sistance aspects. WTO Members had agreed 
and were fully committed to the implemen-
tation of a 2-track mandate and to coherence 
between the two aspects. It was on this basis 
that Director-General Pascal Lamy periodi-
cally presented reports to WTO Members 
and would provide a Third Periodic Report 
as mandated to WTO Ministers at the 7th 
WTO Ministerial Conference this year. The 
2-track treatment was exceptional in WTO 
negotiations. Members had been creative. 

6)	 Brazil, India and China were making impor-
tant contributions to development assistance 
for cotton on the basis of South-South 
Cooperation.

7)	 The WTO welcomed the annual opportunity 
to engage with ICAC Members and its Sec-
retariat, under the leadership of Mr. Terry 
Townsend, the Executive Secretary. 

The CHAIR thanked the ICAC and all members 
of the Panel for this discussion.

The CHAIR adjourned the meeting at 5:45 
pm.

Second Plenary Session
Statements

9:00 hr. Wednesday September 9, 2009 
Dr. Eugene Brock in the Chair

The CHAIR called the meeting to order. He 
asked delegates to respect the 5-minute limit for 
each intervention. He first called on statements 
by delegates from international organizations.

The representative of the European Commission 
presented an update on the European Union 
(EU) development strategy regarding cotton. 
Since the last Plenary Meeting of the ICAC 

in Ouagadougou in November 2008, cotton 
has remained an important aspect of the EU 
development projects. Cotton production in the 
EU continues to decline. A revision of the new 
cotton regime was adopted in 2008, maintain-
ing decoupled support to producers and also 
providing support to the cotton ginning sector.  
The EU market for cotton imports remains 
open, but cotton imports have been declining 
due to a long-term decrease in cotton mill use. 
The EU textile and clothing sector continued to 

contract in 2008 and 2009, but the EU remains 
the second largest exporter of textiles and cloth-
ing. EU development assistance to Africa was 
reconfirmed and a total exceeding 300 million 
euros was provided since 2004. Thanks to the 
cotton reforms already undertaken in its produc-
ing regions, the EU can take a proactive stance 
in the WTO negotiations on cotton. She thanked 
the ICAC for choosing the theme of the meeting 
on food security, noting that food security was 
high on the EU development agenda, as proved 
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by the budget of 1 billion euros recently ap-
proved and their significant assistance in the past 
year to countries hit by the food and economic 
crisis. She said that nine EU members states 
are members of the ICAC. The discussions to 
include the EU as a member of the ICAC are 
not yet concluded and will define how the EU 
is represented in the ICAC. She expressed her 
sincere appreciation to the government of South 
Africa and the city of Cape Town for hosting the 
Plenary Meeting. The  EU's report is a statement 
of the meeting.

The representative of CABI International 
explained that it is a not for profit, intergov-
ernmental organization established by a United 
Nations treaty level agreement between their 
member countries (currently 45). Its mission is 
to improve people’s live worldwide by providing 
information and applying scientific expertise to 
solve problems in agriculture and the environ-
ment. CABI works with national and regional 
partners (both private and public) and has a wide 
global presence. One of the themes of CABI’s 
scientific and development activities involves 
crops such as cotton, coffee and cocoa. CABI 
aims to improve the livelihoods of smallholder 
producers of these crops by improving produc-
tivity and increasing their market access. China 
(Mainland), India and Pakistan, large producers 
and consumers of cotton, are members of CABI, 
and therefore cotton is an important crop for 
the organization. CABI has been working on 
cotton for over 30 years. Much of this work has 
involved Integrated Crop and Pest Management, 
technology transfer and building capacity in a 
wide range of stakeholders. He mentioned a 
few cotton projects in Pakistan and Africa. He 
concluded by saying that much of CABI’s work 
is based on biological control and ecological ap-
proaches to develop IPM regimes for producers. 
They have also helped farmers to deal with issues 
such as water management in the context of 
climate change. The CABI representative noted 
that cotton needs  to think about how climate 
change will affect production and what can be 
done about it. CABI’s report is a statement of 
the meeting.

The representative of CIRAD (Centre de coo-
pération internationale en recherche agronomique 
pour le développement) explained that CIRAD 
is an international research organization for 
agricultural development that has been working 
for decades on the development of sustainable 
cotton production systems, particularly in West 
Africa, in partnership with national agricultural 
research organizations. He explained their three 
main areas of research: 1) the documentation and 
evaluation of local production systems, facilitat-
ing innovations based on farmers’ knowledge; 
2) the characterization and evaluation of biotic 
risks; and 3) the characterization and improve-
ment of fiber processing. He announced that a 
new CIRAD Internet website would be available 
starting in October 2009, at www.cirad.fr. This 

website will provide information on CIRAD 
research activities in general and cotton research 
in particular. He thanked the Chair and the ICAC 
for this opportunity to speak. CIRAD’s report is 
a statement of the meeting.

The representative of the International Trade 
Center (ITC) thanked the ICAC and the govern-
ment of South Africa for organizing the Plenary 
Meeting and giving him an opportunity to talk. 
The ITC is an organization working in partner-
ship with the World Trade Organization (WTO) 
and the United Nations Conference on Trade and 
Development (UNCTAD), helping developing 
countries to export more products, including cot-
ton and textile products. The Cotton Exporter’s 
Guide will be available online soon and it will be 
lined to the ICAC website. ITC efforts on cotton 
are concentrated in Africa, where they emphasize 
three types of activities: 1) sector development 
strategy, 2) capacity building and market trad-
ing, and 3) South-South cooperation. He added 
that in the next few months the ITC would bring 
Africans to China (Mainland) and Bangladesh 
to share knowledge about cotton production and 
processing, and that there would be activities in 
India, Vietnam and Indonesia in 2010. The ITC's 
report is a statement of the meeting.

The representative from the United Nations Con-
ference on Trade and Development (UNCTAD) 
thanked the ICAC for the invitation to the 68th 
Plenary Meeting. The UNCTAD has worked on 
cotton-related trade and development for many 
years. In the last two years, UNCTAD held meet-
ings and workshops for stakeholders in the cot-
ton industry. In December 2008, a meeting was 
organized in Geneva, reviewing the situation of 
the cotton sector in the evolving global economic 
and trade environment. Participants identified a 
series of critical needs, in particular the need for 
proactive action regarding investments and the 
need to develop further South-South coopera-
tion, technical assistance schemes and regional 
solutions related to productivity, technology, 
competitiveness, value-adding enhancement 
and diversification. Another meeting planned 
in Cotonou in November 2009 will focus on 
the needs of the African low-income cotton 
exporting countries, identifying investment 
partnerships and concrete measures and actions 
needed to support the creation of linkages be-
tween cotton production, trade and investment. 
It will also help to identify the changes needed 
to achieve the “Vision for the development of the 
African cotton sector” in the next 10 to 20 years. 
The meeting will also build on the frameworks 
identified in “regional cotton strategies” being 
developed in Africa. He listed the major cotton 
activities of UNCTAD, including the InfoComm 
International Portal Development, where the 
cotton pages are maintained in partnership with 
the ICAC, the Sustainability Claims Portal, and 
the project to improve cotton sector financing 
in Cote d’Ivoire through the development of a 
guarantee fund. He added that a draft concept 

note for the coming Cotonou meeting was being 
widely circulated for comments. The UNCTAD's 
report is a statement of the meeting.

The Executive Director of the IFCP (Interna-
tional Forum for Cotton Promotion) reported on 
the activities of the IFCP during the past year. He 
noted that cotton promotion activities increased 
significantly in 2008 and 2009, in particular in 
India, Brazil, China (Mainland), and the United 
States. Cotton has increased identification ex-
posure across Europe thanks to efforts of the 
Bremen Cotton Exchange partnering with the 
Gdynia Cotton Association and the Italian Tex-
tile Association. The IFCP Speakers Bureau was 
launched, where IFCP invites industry experts to 
participate in panel discussions. Several issues 
have been addressed so far. The IFCP continues 
its work with higher education programs. He 
invited participants to the Plenary Meeting to 
attend the session “Enhancing Demand for Cot-
ton Products” later that morning. He thanked the 
IFCP officers and members for the privilege of 
serving as Executive Director of the IFCP and 
for their participation. The IFCP's report is a 
statement of the meeting.

The delegate of the African Development Bank 
(ADB) saluted the ICAC and the South African 
government for inviting them to participate in the 
68th Plenary Meeting of the ICAC. He explained 
that the Bank is a regional multi-lateral develop-
ment finance institution mobilizing resources for 
the funding of economic and social development 
programs and projects in its member countries 
in Africa. The Bank organizes its work around 
three broad areas of intervention: Infrastructure 
development, Regional integration and Good 
governance and capacity building. It also places 
a premium on expanding private sector support 
and development, which are important for the 
cotton sector. As of December 2007, the Bank 
has funded 3,174 projects in 52 member coun-
tries through loans and grants amounting to over 
US$66 billion since its inception. He emphasized 
that the Bank had supported and would continue 
to support activities related to cotton develop-
ment within the context of country and regional 
priorities. The Bank provides support to cotton 
at all stages of the value chain through public, 
private and PPP frameworks, including efforts 
to improve productivity, marketing, processing 
and value addition as well as ensuring com-
petitive and fair trade regimes. He concluded 
by noting that the decentralization of the Bank 
had increased opportunities for improved col-
laboration with stakeholders, and encouraged 
partners to contact the Bank’s field offices on 
potential interventions. The ADB's report is a 
statement of the meeting.

The CHAIR thanked the representatives of 
international organizations for their statements 
and their work in the cotton sector. He invited 
HE Ambassador Ali Mchumo, the Managing 
Director of the Common Fund for Commodi-
ties (CFC), to report on the role of the CFC 
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in cotton development and CFC cooperation 
with ICAC. 

Ambassador Mchumo thanked the organizing 
committee to invite him to participate in the 
meeting and making this statement. He noted 
that a handout with a portfolio of the activities 
funded by the CFC would be made available. 
He explained that the Fund was an autonomous 
intergovernmental financial institution estab-
lished within the framework of the United Na-
tions, with a partnership of 106 member states 
and nine intergovernmental organizations. The 
CFC’s mandate is to enhance the socio-economic 
development of commodity producers and to 
contribute to the development of society as a 
whole. The CFC concentrates on commodity 
development projects, funded partly by its own 
resources. The focus of the CFC on commodi-
ties is explained by the strong dependence of 
the economies of many developing countries 
on commodity production and exports. The 
CFC activities focus on commodities instead of 
countries, and are of two categories: commodity 
development measures and commodity market 
development activities. The CFC focuses on 
low-cost, high-impact projects which have the 
potential of becoming self-sustainable and in-
volves the private sector whenever possible. By 
May 2009, the Fund had approved 175 regular 
projects (with an average budget of US$3 million 
and a duration of 2-5 years) and 120 Fast Track 
projects (small projects, with a maximum CFC 
contribution of US$120,000). CFC projects are 
developed and submitted to the Fund by Inter-
national Commodity Bodies (ICB). The ICAC is 
designated as the ICB for cotton and has worked 
efficiently and effectively in terms of developing 
project proposals, submitting them to the CFC 
and undertaking its supervisory activities. He 
noted that the CFC was pleased to work with the 
ICAC Secretariat. He noted that the current cot-
ton portfolio contained ten ongoing or completed 
projects with a total value over US$40 million, 
and ten Fast Track projects. He highlighted two 
projects that took place in India. He noted that 
the CFC was expecting the Executive Board of 
the Fund to approve two additional projects in 
October 2009, one regional project addressing 
the problem of contamination in seedcotton in 
Burkina Faso, Cote d’Ivoire and Mali, and one 
addressing the issue of low production efficiency 
of smallholder cotton growers in selected areas 
of Kenya and Mozambique. He noted that the 
CFC could count on substantial co-financing 
contributions from the European Commission 
for these two projects as well as for an ongoing 
projects, through its funding of the All ACP 
Agricultural Commodities Programme. He 
said that three priority fields relating to cotton 
had been identified and included in the Fund’s 
indicative Programme of Interventions: 1) Sus-
tainable Production Systems with a focus on 
the initial stages of the production/processing 
chain; 2) Diversification and Value-addition to 
cotton lint, including support for traditional and/

or novel by-products; and 3) Market Access, 
with a focus on meeting quality standards set 
by the international cotton processing industry. 
He noted that the issue of food security was also 
relevant to the mandate of the CFC, and that the 
Fund had financed various projects related to this 
issue in a number of countries. The Fund is in 
the process of developing a Trust Fund for Food 
Security, which will support CFC food security 
projects. He noted that cotton can contribute to 
“income security”, which is key in ensuring ac-
cess to food. He emphasized that cotton would 
remain an important component of the Fund’s 
overall commodity project portfolio, and that the 
Fund would continue to work with the ICAC on 
developing new projects, in the hope that they 
will ultimately benefit smallholder producers 
who depend on cotton production for their 
livelihood. Ambassador Mchumo’s report is a 
statement of the meeting.

The CHAIR thanked Ambassador Mchumo 
and invited Mr. Billy Morokolo, Acting Deputy 
Director General, Trade and Economic Develop-
ment, Department of Agriculture, Forestry and 
Fisheries, South Africa. 

Mr. Morokolo, delegate from SOUTH AFRICA 
thanked the ICAC for this opportunity to speak 
and welcomed all participants to Cape Town. 
He noted that the 68th Plenary Meeting of the 
ICAC took place in the midst of the global eco-
nomic crisis. In addition, significant increases 
in the prices of food and agricultural inputs 
negatively impacted many countries. The South 
African cotton sector is going through difficult 
times, as cotton production and consumption are 
continuing to decline and cotton prices are also 
falling. He noted that government subsidies to 
cotton production in large producing countries 
had negatively affected cotton prices in recent 
years, and he deplored the fact that these subsi-
dies maintained less efficient cotton production 
systems in these countries, while more efficient 
production systems were driven to an end be-
cause they were in countries not able to afford 
subsidies. The South African textile industry also 
suffers significantly, which results in the loss of 
many jobs. He said that South Africa believed 
that the ICAC would continue to strongly lobby 
for a conclusion of the Doha round, and noted 
that cotton was a unique development crop that 
displayed its ability to unite the world in its 
push towards fair trade, through the ICAC. He 
said that South Africa believed that substantial 
progress in agriculture was the key to the Doha 
Round, and that he hoped it would lead to reduc-
tions in trade distorting domestic subsidies in 
developed countries. South Africa supports an 
early conclusion of the Doha Round but cautions 
against an unrealistic timetable without con-
sideration for the content of the round. He said 
that South Africa would continue to support the 
ICAC efforts to facilitate the speedy conclusion 
of the Doha round as a step towards promoting 
the role of cotton in economic development and 

ensuring food security. South Africa's country 
report is a statement of the meeting.

The CHAIR thanked Mr. Morokolo and called 
for the statements of member countries.

The delegate of POLAND thanked the govern-
ment of South Africa and the ICAC for their 
organization of the Plenary Meeting. He advised 
participants to refer to Poland’s country report, 
which presents in detail the situation regard-
ing the cotton industry in Poland in 2008. He 
noted that cotton consumption in Poland had 
continued to decline, faster, in the last quarter 
of 2008 as a result of the world financial crisis, 
imports of cheap cotton textile products, and 
difficulties for textile industries to acquire 
credits. In 2008, there was a sharp decline in 
cotton imports, consumption and production of 
cotton yarn. Only three spinning mills are still 
operating in Poland. The sharp drop in textile 
production continued in the first half of 2009. In 
2008, cotton imports were mostly coming from 
Central Asia. He noted that the Gdynia Cotton 
Association organized the 10th International 
Cotton Conference on 3-4 September 2009, with 
the theme the “Attractiveness of Natural Fibers 
in Multi-Directional Applications.” This event 
was part of the celebration of the International 
Year of Natural Fibers. Poland’s country report 
is a statement of the meeting.

The delegate of ARGENTINA thanked the 
CHAIR and announced that his delegation had 
prepared documents that would be distributed 
(the country statement and two additional docu-
ments of general interest). He summarized Ar-
gentina’s country report to the Plenary Meeting. 
The quality of the cotton harvested in Argentina 
was very good in recent years, but dropped in 
2008/09. The cotton sector continues to work 
to improve productivity and sustainability of 
cotton production. He mentioned in particular 
the application of biotechnology and the use of 
narrow-row cultivation. He said that the textile 
industry had been growing rapidly between 
2003 and 2008, thanks to large investments, 
and becoming the second growth sector after 
the automobile sector, but it was affected by the 
world economic crisis and imports of low-priced 
textile products from Asia. He said that they were 
expecting an increase in cotton area in 2009/10, 
but that the extent of this increase would depend 
on weather conditions in the next few months. 
Argentina’s country report is a statement of the 
meeting.

The delegate of PAKISTAN thanked the gov-
ernment of South Africa for their hospitality 
and the excellent arrangements for the Plenary 
Meeting. He noted that Pakistan, as the fourth 
largest cotton producer, had a vital interest in 
this commodity. Cotton accounts for almost 
2% of Pakistan’s GDP. A cotton area of 3.2 
million hectares was expected in 2009/10 with a 
projected production over 14 million bales. The 
textile industry in Pakistan is very competitive. 
He noted that the cotton sector in Pakistan was 
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working on several initiatives to increase cotton 
yields, including the introduction of certified 
seeds, balanced use of fertilizers and pesticides, 
the improvement of the classing system and ef-
forts to introduce biotech cotton. They plan to 
increase cotton area in the future. He concluded 
by emphasizing the need for a level-playing field 
in the world cotton market and therefore the need 
to increase efforts to conclude the DDA negotia-
tions. He also warned against the temptation for 
governments of adopting protectionist measures. 
He strongly recommended the establishment of 
an international research center for cotton, and 
said that his country was willing to help with this 
proposal. Pakistan’s country report is a statement 
of the meeting.

The delegate of AUSTRALIA thanked the 
CHAIR for this opportunity to speak. He noted 
that the Australian cotton industry continued to 
operate under difficult circumstances. Produc-
tion was expected to increase to 427,000 tons 
in 2009/10, reflecting improved irrigation water 
availability, but would remain lower than its 
2001 peak of 825,000 tons. A persistent drought, 
climate change and the global financial crisis 
continue to affect cotton production in Austra-
lia. The Australian cotton industry has strong 
research and development capabilities that de-
veloped improved varieties and management of 
water, nutrition and crop rotation, allowing yield 
increases in recent years. He said that to respond 
to climate change, Australia would implement 
a Carbon Pollution Reduction Scheme. Agri-
culture will remain outside of this scheme until 
2015, but the government has implemented 
initiatives that will help reduce carbon pollution 
and assist farmers to adapt to a changing climate. 
The government is also exploring the potential 
to open new areas for agriculture in the north 
of the country, where water is in larger supply. 
Australian governments are in the process of 
developing a water market where irrigation 
water entitlements can be traded, in order 
to improve water efficiently. The Australian 
government has also started a program called 
“Water for the Future”, which will affect all uses 
of water. He noted that Australia believed that 
five issues should be addressed by ICAC and 
its members in order to achieve more profitable 
and sustainable cotton production. 1) Australia 
reinforces the need for a more transparent and 
fair trading environment. Australia continues 
to support a successful outcome to the Doha 
round and encourages ICAC to lobby member 
governments to fully commit to this process. 2) 
Australia applauds the work of the CSITC and 
encourages the continuation of this work, with if 
possible an extension to measure maturity, neps 
and other characteristics. Australia also suggests 
that ICAC consider the need to harmonize the 
way environmental production practices are 
described and they way labels are applied to 
cotton products. 3) Australia encourages all 
member governments to build robust domestic 
financial and governance institutions that will 

support the global cotton trading system. 4) 
Australia applauds the ICAC for the creation 
of the “Research of the Year” award and urges 
member countries to maintain their research and 
development efforts and support the next World 
Cotton Research Conference in India. 5) The 
Australian cotton industry is re-engaging with 
the IFCP and supports its work. He thanked the 
South African government and the city of Cape 
Town for hosting the 68th ICAC Plenary Meet-
ing. Australia’s country report is a statement of 
the meeting.

The CHAIR adjourned the meeting at 10:35 
am.

11:05 hr. Wednesday September 9, 2009 
Dr. Eugene Brock in the Chair

The CHAIR called the meeting to order. He 
called for statements by delegates from member 
countries.

The delegate of CHINA (TAIWAN) expressed, 
on behalf of his delegation, his deep appreciation 
to the government of South Africa and to the 
ICAC Secretariat for organizing this meeting. He 
noted that China (Taiwan) imports all its cotton 
needs, which have been declining steadily since 
2000. The United States is their largest supplier 
of cotton. He noted that the textile industry is one 
of the most important industries in the country, 
with 4,300 textile manufacturers and related 
companies, and 176,000 employees, account-
ing for a total production value of US$13.76 
billion in 2008. The textile industry has shrunk 
in the last ten years. The global economic crisis 
is expected to weaken the industry further. 
Therefore they have to dedicate their efforts to 
research and development, innovation, design, 
etc. China (Taiwan) is pleased to be a member 
of the ICAC since 1963 and it plays an active 
role in the Committee. The government of China 
(Taiwan) gave $10,000 to SEEP in 2007 and 
again in 2009. The Taiwanese Textile Federation 
also helped the ICAC to organize a conference in 
their country in 2008. They are willing to share 
their experience in cotton processing with all the 
committee members. China (Taiwan)’s country 
report is a statement of the meeting.

The delegate of COTE D’IVOIRE thanked the 
Chair, the ICAC Secretariat and the government 
of South Africa. He noted that the cotton sector 
of Cote d’Ivoire experienced many difficulties 
due to civil war. Cotton production decreased 
dramatically after the war and is only starting 
to recover now. Cotton production in 2009/10 
is expected to be significantly higher than last 
season. This recovery is encouraged by the end 
of the war and the return of families to their 
farms. The government of Cote d’Ivoire has 
developed an action plan for the cotton sector, 
including six areas of work: 1) the revision of the 
seedcotton price setting system; 2) production 
and distribution of cotton seeds; 3) the reinforce-
ment of capacities of the producer organizations; 
4) the reorganization of the fiber classing system; 

5) the provision of credit for inputs; and 6) the 
reorganization of the inter-professional linkages 
in the cotton sector. He concluded by saying 
that cotton and cashew nut remain the only 
two agricultural products that can be used for 
the redevelopment of the northern part of the 
country. International cooperation (including 
support from UNCTAD) will be helpful for this 
redevelopment. Cote d’Ivoire’’s country report 
is a statement of the meeting.

The delegate of SUDAN thanked the ICAC and 
the Chair for this opportunity to give this ad-
dress. He also thanked the government of South 
Africa for hosting the meeting. He explained 
that changes in laws and regulations intended 
to encourage growth in the agricultural sector 
and increase farmers’ welfare, in particular by 
giving farmers freedom of choice regarding 
crops and cultivation methods, resulted in a 
significant decline in cotton yields and area. A 
national strategy for the revival of agriculture 
will rectify this by providing a more favorable 
environment for agriculture. They have great 
hope of reinstating cotton in its previous place 
in Sudan’s economy. Sudan’s country report is 
a statement of the meeting.

The delegate of TURKEY noted that Turkey 
was heavily affected by the global economic 
crisis because it is open to global trade. The 
textile and apparel sector was particularly 
impacted. Textile and apparel exports declined 
significantly, thus reducing demand for cotton 
in Turkey. There are signals that the economic 
crisis is diminishing and he is hopeful for the 
future. Due to better weather than last year, 
cotton yields could improve in 2009/10. Cotton 
consumption is expected to reach 1 million tons, 
about the same level as last year. He noted that a 
program to share Turkey’s experience in cotton 
processing would be organized in Izmir at the 
end of September 2009 in coordination with the 
ITC, with participation from six West African 
countries. A similar program was organized last 
year for East African countries. Turkey’s country 
report is a statement of the meeting.

The delegate of the UNITED STATES said that 
they had already submitted a detailed country 
statement. He noted that a substantial portion 
of the support to US cotton production was 
now decoupled from current production deci-
sions, and had therefore a less distorting impact. 
The decoupling of much of US cotton support 
resulted in a contraction in US cotton area and 
production in the last few years. US exports are 
expected to decline by 20% in 2009/10, there-
fore decreasing the US role in the world cotton 
market. He noted that President Obama and his 
G-8 colleagues announced a global partnership 
to respond to global hunger needs. The US com-
mitment to this initiative is expected to be $3.5 
billion over three years. He said he had already 
talked in the previous day of the West African 
Cotton Improvement Program developed by the 
US and the US contribution to the Millennium 
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Challenge Program in Africa. He thanked and 
congratulated the government of South Africa 
for hosting the 68th Plenary Meeting of the 
ICAC. The USA’s country report is a statement 
of the meeting.

The delegate of EGYPT said it was an honor 
for him to address this international forum on 
behalf of Egypt. He thanked the government 
of South Africa for their welcome. He also 
thanked the ICAC staff, the interpreters and all 
those involved in the organization of the Plenary 
Meeting. He expressed the deep appreciation 
of his delegation to attend the meeting, and the 
interest Egypt is taking in the discussions. He 
noted that Egypt is developing technologies to 
produce cotton of great quality to fulfill local 
and international demand. Egypt is also keen on 
using IPM to produce environmentally friendly 
cotton. Egypt supports complete liberaliza-
tion of cotton cultivation, handling, and price 
determination. Cotton area and production fell 
sharply in 2008/09. Cotton area continued to 
decline in 2009/10 and production is forecast 
at 100,000 tons, the smallest in over 150 years. 
The decline in cotton production is the result of 
lower cotton prices, more attractive competing 
crop prices, and an increase in the cost of inputs. 
Egypt encourages foreign investment in its 
textile industry. He added that products bearing 
the Egyptian cotton logo would be promoted, 
regulated and supervised. Egypt’s country report 
is a statement of the meeting.

The delegate of KAZAKHSTAN expressed, on 
behalf of his country, a deep appreciation to the 
South African government for hosting the meet-
ing and to the ICAC Secretariat and the interpret-
ers. He expressed the hope that the work of the 
ICAC would go a long way to improve the world 
cotton economy. The government of Kazakhstan 
pays attention to the development of its cotton 
sector. Recently, nine new cotton varieties were 
developed and are now planted on 70% of cotton 
area. However, the world economic and financial 
crisis has severely affected the cotton sector of 
Kazakhstan and cotton area has declined. Lack 
of irrigation water, due to the deficit in rains, also 
contributed to the decline in cotton area, and the 
delays in planting will imply a later harvest than 
usual. They are trying to develop water saving 
measures. The new law adopted to support cotton 
farmers has already brought some fruits. Gov-
ernment support helps to mitigate the problems 
experienced by the cotton sector in Kazakhstan. 
The delegate wished to all countries to overcome 
their economic difficulties and to the South 
African government to organize the 2010 World 
Soccer Cup successfully. Kazakhstan's country 
report is a statement of the meeting.

The delegate of UGANDA thanked the govern-
ment of South Africa for hosting the 68th ICAC 
Plenary Meeting and the ICAC team and the 
support staff. She reported that cotton area and 
production had improved significantly in Uganda 
in 2008/09, owing to the availability of cotton 
production inputs, made possible by the govern-
ment after the collapse in the ginners’ support 
system. Favorable weather also contributed to 
this recovery. She said it was a testimony that 
small-scale farmers in Africa cannot produce 
cotton unless assisted. Organic cotton production 
declined due to low yields in the previous season. 
The Ugandan government will soon develop a 
policy for organic agricultural production, which 
will also apply to cotton. The global economic 
crisis coincided with harvest time in Uganda, 
causing a drop in cotton prices. As a result the 
government had to intervene with a price support 
fund in order to pay reasonable seedcotton prices 
to farmers. Around 95% of cotton production in 
Uganda is exported. The government of Uganda 
is developing a strategy to enhance value addi-
tion in the cotton sector. The quality of the cotton 
produced in 2008/09 was improved. The outlook 
for cotton production in 2009/10 is not as good, 
because drought conditions at planting time af-
fected cotton area. Estimates of 2009/10 cotton 
production will be available by October 2009. 
The cotton sector of Uganda continues to experi-
ence challenges related to the establishment of a 
sustainable input provision system, provision of 
cotton extension services, erratic rainfall patterns 
and fluctuating cotton prices. Most of these chal-
lenges are addressed by the government under 
several programs. The government of Uganda 
continues to support cotton due to its importance 
in poverty reduction. Uganda’s country report is 
a statement of the meeting.

The CHAIR thanked Member governments for 
their statements and invited non-member gov-
ernments to speak to the Committee.

The government of Mozambique thanked the 
Chair and the ICAC for this opportunity to 
make a statement. He said it was an honor and 
a privilege to address the 68th Plenary Meeting 
of the ICAC. Cotton is an important crop for 
the economy of Mozambique, and is especially 
important for rural communities, ensuring cash 
incomes and contributing to food security. This 
is why cotton stands amongst the six national 
priority crops in the government response to the 
food crisis, the Action Plan for Food Production 
in Mozambique (PAPA). Cotton production has 
stagnated around 80,000 tons of seedcotton in 
the last five years, but a number of actions are 
underway to increase it. A number of obstacles 
to cotton development were identified and ex-

perts are involved in efforts towards solution or 
minimization of their impacts. Priority areas of 
actions have been agreed upon and specific ac-
tors will lead to positive changes. He announced 
that Mozambique had decided to join the world 
cotton family through the ICAC. He said he 
was sure that an official request would reach 
the ICAC Secretariat during 2009. He reported 
on their happiness at this decision being taken 
during the IYNF and the 70th anniversary of 
the ICAC. He added that Mozambique had 
taken seriously the recommendations emerg-
ing from ICAC panels and that as a result they 
were taking the following steps: 1) revamping 
the research and seed system; 2) introducing 
instrument testing of cotton; 3) launching mass 
training of farmers in integrated cotton manage-
ment; 4) exploring better market opportunities; 
and 5) addressing weather and market risks and 
uncertainties facing the industry. He said that 
Mozambique hoped to learn from the experience 
of ICAC member countries and from the work of 
the ICAC. He said that they were aspiring for the 
WTO negotiations to conclude by the elimina-
tion of production and export support to cotton, 
and to increase market access. They also hope 
for technical and financial assistance to improve 
their productivity and enhance the competitive-
ness of their cotton. They welcomed the recent 
positive news regarding the re-energizing of 
the Doha Development Agenda discussion. 
Mozambique’s country report is a statement of 
the meeting.

The delegate of Tajikistan expressed, on behalf 
of the Tajikistan delegation, his gratitude to the 
ICAC Secretariat. He said they were grateful to 
take part in a Plenary Meeting of the ICAC for 
the first time. He also expressed his gratitude to 
the government of South Africa and Cotton SA 
for organizing this conference. Their delegation 
learned a lot about the world cotton economy 
and other topics during this meeting. This 
information is very important for their cotton 
sector. He hopes to be able to use this informa-
tion to convince the government of Tajikistan 
to join the ICAC. Tajikistan used to produce 1 
million tons of seedcotton, but production has 
declined significantly. The government adopted 
a program to increase production to 750,000 tons 
of seedcotton. With help from the ICAC, they 
hope they will be able to achieve this goal. He 
noted that today was Tajikistan’s Independence 
Day. Tajikistan’s country report is a statement 
of the meeting.

The CHAIR thanked the delegate of Tajikistan 
and said he was looking forward to their mem-
bership next year.

The CHAIR adjourned the meeting at 12:00 
pm.
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First Open Session
Policies to Enhance Food Security

11:30 hr. Monday, September 7, 2009 
Mr. Andile Hawes in the Chair

Mr. Hawes highlighted from the previous session 
the need to have best practices, viable business 
and strong entrepreneurship for the future of 
the cotton industry and invited the speakers to 
deliver their presentations.

Mr. Anupam Barik, Director of the Directorate 
of Cotton Development, Ministry of Agriculture, 
India, explained the impact of the Technology 
Mission on Cotton (TMC) on small farmers in 
India, with a special reference to Bt cotton. Mr. 
Barik underscored the strategic relevance of the 
cotton and textile sectors to the Indian economy: 
cotton production engages 6.4 million farmers 
with an average planted area of 1.5 hectares, 
representing 30% of world cotton area and 25% 
of world cotton production; 60 million liveli-
hoods depend on the cotton and textile sectors; 
the textile industry generates 4% of the gross 
domestic product and 17% of export earnings, 
and employs 20% of the total work force. In 
2000/01, the average cotton yield in India was 
about half of the world average yield, affected 
by high pest incidence, inadequate technology 
transfer, low input use, poor fiber quality and 
fiber contamination. In February 2000, the 
Ministry of Agriculture launched the TMC, with 
the goal of generating improved genotypes and 
newer technologies, increasing the net income 
of cotton growers, reducing costs of cultivation, 
increasing yields, improving the technology dis-
semination process, improving cotton quality, 
reducing cotton lint contamination and upgrad-
ing ginning and pressing factories. The TMC 
was structured into four Mini-Missions (MM): 
the MM1 focused on research and technology 
generation, MM2 on technological transfer, 
MM3 on improving the marketing infrastruc-
ture, and MM4 on modernizing of ginning and 
pressing factories. The output of MM1 was 
(a) the development of long staple desi cotton, 
cytoplasmic genic male sterility and genetic 
male sterility systems in cotton, high quality 
barbadense genotype suitable for machine 
picking, and Bt cotton; (b) the development of 
integrated nutrient management and integrated 
weed management guidelines, commercializa-
tion of bio-pesticides and diagnostic kits; (c) the 
development of guidelines for quality evaluation 
and value addition; (d) the completion of an 
impact assessment report on productivity and 
social dynamics of cotton production. The output 
of MM2 was (a) an increase in the area under 
irrigation, the establishment of 33 insecticide 
resistance management labs, a 62% reduction in 
insecticide use, an additional income of US$170 
per hectare for 48,144 farmers, representing 

a 33% increase in net profits, a reduction in 
pyrethroids resistance, the development of Bt 
detection kits and insecticide quality testing kits; 
(b) the development of a web-based national in-
formation system on pest management, collect-
ing information from 240 villages in 9 states; (c) 
500,000 farmers trained in farmer field schools; 
(d) increased mechanization; (e) successful trial 
of technical and economic feasibility of prepa-
ration of particle boards from cotton stalks; (f) 
increasing adoption of Bt hybrids (from 0.4% of 
Indian cotton area in 2002/03 to 73% in 2008/09; 
the number of released Bt hybrids in 2008 was 
274: 180 Bollgard I and 94 Bollgard II), result-
ing in a 50% decline in the number of pesticide 
sprays and a 54% increase in yields, on average, 
which generated profit increases between 50% 
and 70% and net benefits of US$225 per hectare; 
(g) change in species composition, from short 
staple to medium, long and extra-long staple 
cotton. The output of the MM3 was a 3% to 7% 
reduction in contamination and an improvement 
in the cotton procurement process and timeliness 
of the payments. The output of MM4 was a re-
placement of old ginning and pressing factories, 
a reduction in labor in the modernized factories, 
introduction of cotton cleaning machines and 
the establishment of composite units of ginning 
and bail pressing that resulted in a 1% to 7% 
reduction in trash content and improved overall 
fiber quality. The TMC brought a revolution to 
the Indian cotton sector, and biotech cotton rep-
resents a major breakthrough in cotton history. 
The major future challenges are the increased 
population of minor pests (mealy bug, mirid 
bug, spodopetera, etc.), emerging biotic and 
abiotic problems on Bt hybrids (leaf reddening. 
micronutrient deficiencies, wilting, gray mildew, 
etc.), and changes in species composition.

Mr. Barik was asked for clarification about the 
training process in the farmer field schools. Mr. 
Barik explained that the United Nations’ Food 
and Agriculture Organization (FAO) prepared 
master trainers between 2001 and 2004. Those 
master trainers, in turn, trained 4,000 agricul-
tural extension officials nominated by the states’ 
Department of Agriculture in 9 states for 120 
days. Finally, each of those trained facilitators 
organized 4 farmer field schools.

The delegate of PAKISTAN asked whether there 
has been any study documenting the relationship 
between increased productivity in cotton and 
poverty reduction in India. Mr. Barik responded 
that each MM conducted impact assessments, 
but the government of India has assigned a 
socio-economic study of the TMC to a private 
consulting group and the final report is expected 
within the next 6 months. Mr. Barik added that 

farmers became more confident in cotton and 
that their socio-economic status has improved 
after the TMC.

The delegate of ZIMBABWE requested 
clarification about the funding of the training 
programs. Mr. Barik said that training programs 
were completely supported with public funds 
at a rate of US$ 20,500 per training program, 
totaling US$ 6.5 million (35 training programs 
in each of the 9 areas).

The delegate of COLOMBIA asked about the 
approximate total cost of the whole project in 
terms of the gross domestic product generated 
by cotton production in India. Mr. Barik an-
swered that the budget for the MM1 and MM2 
amounted to US$82,000 and US$2.5 million per 
year, respectively; and the MM3 and MM4 re-
quested a onetime investment of US$8.2 million. 
The MM1 was 100% financed by the national 
government. The MM2 was funded 75% by the 
national government and 25% by state govern-
ments. The MM3 and MM4 were funded 60% by 
the national government and 40% by the private 
sector (beneficiaries of the modernization).  The 
total cost of the TMC represented less than 1% of 
the total national agricultural budget. Mr. Barik's 
presentation is a statement of the meeting.

The second presenter, Mr. Micha Powon, CEO of 
the Cotton Development Authority (CODA) of 
Kenya, focused on the role of cotton in ensuring 
food security in Kenya. Cotton was identified 
as a key industry to contribute towards food 
security and sustainable economic growth in 
the Government Strategic Plan for 2030, since 
(a) cotton can grow in marginal areas (80% of 
the country) where 27% of the population lives, 
with a potential to benefit 10 million people, 
(b) cotton has a long value chain, and (c) it is 
a good source of foreign exchange. The chal-
lenges to be faced by the government are the 
lack of financing to the cotton industry, poor 
access to affordable inputs and markets, the 
unavailability of biotech seeds for commercial-
ization, the weakness of current linkages with 
East and West African countries and the lack of 
irrigation. Between 2004 and 2008, the Kenyan 
government enacted several reforms tending 
to facilitate the development of the cotton sec-
tor, such as the National Seed Industry Policy 
and Seeds and Plants Varieties (Amendment) 
Bill, the National Biotechnology Development 
Policy and Biosafety Act, the development of the 
National Agricultural Sector Extension Policy, 
and the Cotton (Amendment) Act to promote and 
coordinate the industry in a liberalized market 
environment. Mr. Powon concluded that the 
government should nurture solid public-private 
partnerships and provide incentives at all levels 
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of the cotton chain to make it profitable. Mr. 
Powon defined marginal lands as semi-arid lands 
with rainfall of 500-800 millimeters per year, 
indicating that three-quarters of Kenyan lands 
are marginal areas. Mr. Powon's presentation is 
a statement of the meeting.

Mr. Luis Alberto Pellegrino, Advisor, Secretary 
of Agriculture, Livestock, Fisheries and Food 
of Argentina, presented the role of cotton in the 
economy of the Northern region of Argentina. 
Mr. Pellegrino indicated that cotton production 
in the region, besides being strategic for the de-
velopment of rural areas, would be competitive 
if market distortions in the world cotton market 
were eliminated. Government research indicates 
that for every US$ 1 increase in the added value 
of raw cotton, the geographic gross product 
(GGP) increases, on average, US$ 2.1; and for 
every US$1 increase in the added value of cotton 
lint, the GGP increases, on average, US$ 6.51. 
However, between 1999/00 and 2008/09, cotton 
area declined by 63% (from 811,000 hectares to 
300,000 hectares), the number of cotton farm-
ers declined by 47% (from 36,000 to 19,000 
farmers), and the number of jobs in the value 
chain from the farm to the delivery of the bale 
to the spinning mill declined by 63%. Several 
programs have been implemented by the national 
and state governments of Argentina to improve 
the sustainability of the cotton sector, such as 
the development of new technology for nar-
row row planting, research on genes to control 
the boll weevil and many extension programs, 
among others. Similarly, other projects have 
been undertaken by public-private partnerships 
to mitigate the effects of the boll weevil. How-
ever, Mr. Pellegrino noted that these efforts will 
not suffice to reactivate the Argentine cotton 
sector unless (a) developed countries and big 
cotton producing countries stop taking measures 
that distort the world cotton economy, (b) new 
regulation is issued to limit speculative positions 
in the Intercontinental Exchange (ICE), and (c) 
competitiveness in the cotton trading sector is 
enhanced. Mr. Pellegrino noted that the Chair of 
the Standing Committee mentioned during the 
Inaugural Session that world subsidies rose from 
US$ 2.7 billion in 2007/08 to US$ 5.9 billion in 
2008/09, and that the average subsidy per pound 
increased from 8 US cents in 2007/08 to 13 US 
cents in 2008/09. The average subsidy per ton 
amounted to US$ 286 in 2008/09, equivalent 
to the average revenue received by Argentine 
cotton farmers per ton of raw cotton during that 
season. If the cotton sector cannot be reactivated, 
then cotton will have no role in improving food 
security in Argentina.

Mr. Peter Komane, a farmer from the Limpopo 
province of South Africa, asked Mr. Pellegrino 
which actions are being undertaken to improve 
the awareness in developing and developed 
countries about the impact of subsidies on the 
livelihoods of poor cotton farmers in develop-
ing countries. Mr. Pellegrino indicated that 

current efforts to publicize the negative effects 
of subsidies are not enough, and that the great 
efforts undergone by developing countries to 
improve efficiency, research, and infrastructure 
are offset by the negative impact of subsidies in 
developed countries. Therefore, those subsidies 
constitute a barrier to food security in develop-
ing countries.

Mr. Abdoulaye Dia, Cotton Program Manager 
of Oxfam Mali, presented the results of a study 
conducted in collaboration with Oxfam America 
and the related policy recommendations. The 
food crisis stemming from the increase in cereal 
prices had severe effects at sub-regional levels 
in Mali. Additionally, in the areas where cotton 
is grown, the crisis in the cotton sector (price 
decline, absence of extension and services for 
cotton producers) deteriorated further the local 
socio-economic environment. According to Mr. 
Dia, cash obtained from cotton sales is not used 
to pay for food but to pay for school and health 
fees and to buy inputs for production of other 
crops. Mr. Dia believes that this crisis represent 
an opportunity to diversify cash revenue sources 
and implement communal or national food se-
curity stocks. The policy recommendations are 
based on the vision that West African farmers 
should feed their rural and urban populations. 
According to Mr. Dia, 95% of food in the cities is 
currently imported at very low prices from Asia. 
Governments are advised to set up an enabling 
environment for West African small farmers’ 
competitiveness and access to domestic and 
regional markets, through: (a) effective public 
and donors support for access to animal traction 
equipment for all, (b) promoting formal contract-
ing through value chains, (c) providing public 
extension services to –among other things- train 
farmers to intercrop, (d) promoting small farm-
ers’ access to credit and inputs, (e) using lessons 
from previous experiences in the cotton sector 
to implement these policies. 

The delegate of ARGENTINA asked Mr. Dia’s 
opinion on the results of the privatization of gins 
in West African countries recommended by the 
World Bank. Mr. Dia explained that results vary 
across countries and depend on how the process 
was implemented; but he agreed on the need at 
the time privatization was recommended to im-
prove the quality of management in gins, and that 
privatization was a reasonable way to do it. The 
main problem where results are negative is the 
lack of integration of the food security dimension 
into the privatization process. Mr. Dia insisted 
that there is a need to re-focus on development 
rather than on business development. Mr. Dia's 
presentation is a statement of the meeting.

Mr. Rene Kossa, Director of Cotton Exports, 
Ministry of Agriculture of Cote d’Ivoire, indi-
cated that ginning has deteriorated significantly 
in Cote d’Ivoire and Burkina Faso as a result of 
the privatization imposed by the World Bank 
and the International Monetary Fund. In West 
Africa, state monopolies were transformed into 

private monopolies according to Mr. Kossa. 
Mr. Dia insisted that privatization results were 
mixed: some countries dismantled the existing 
input financing system and the results are nega-
tive; and in other countries there was no private 
sector company interested in the business. In the 
latter cases there is a need for regulation. Mr. Dia 
reminded the audience about the unfavorable 
environment in which privatization occurred: a 
strong euro resulted in higher costs and lower 
cotton prices, and strong world subsidies main-
tained cotton prices low. Mr. Dia cited Senegal as 
a success story: the ginning sector was privatized 
in 2003, and a business plan was developed for 
2004-2008 (in which Oxfam was involved) that 
kept the cotton value chain integrated, linking 
small producers to the market, and provided 
cotton producers with opportunities in maize 
production. Mr. Dia concluded that privatization 
is not bad per se, and the results depend on how 
it is implemented, although he noted the con-
tradiction of the World Bank to first dismantle 
the agricultural sector and recently declare it a 
priority for development. 

The delegate of TANZANIA commented that 
due to the fall of cotton prices and the increase 
in cereal prices, local famers switched away from 
cotton production into cereals production, and 
that while Kenya experienced food shortages, 
Tanzania experienced excess supply of food. 
However, the government of Tanzania prohibited 
the commercialization of the excess food stocks 
with Kenya and noted that farmers often face 
difficult choices. The delegate from Tanzania 
asked Mr. Dia for policy guidance on how to 
enhance cotton production. Mr. Dia indicated 
that cotton should not compete with food crops, 
and that crop rotations should be encouraged. In 
that sense, governments should help farmers to 
source their inputs and teach them to diversify 
their production. Mr. Dia highlighted the im-
portance of new technologies and an enabling 
environment. 

The delegate of COTE D’ IVOIRE commented 
about the existence of a link between cotton and 
food crops through subsidized fertilizer: some 
of the subsidized fertilizer intended for cotton 
production end up being used in other crops. In 
that sense, cotton farmers are more food secure 
than non-cotton farmers. The delegate concluded 
that cotton is a social crop in African countries, 
and not an industrial crop. And since govern-
ments do not provide access to infrastructure and 
markets, the private sector should undertake that 
role. Mr. Dia responded that the private sector 
will not pay for infrastructure and services if it 
cannot benefit from it. However, he agrees that 
those are tasks that need to be completed. The 
way forwards is to integrate crops, manage the 
timing of planting and harvesting and promote 
an integrated system of production.

The delegate of BRAZIL requested the ICAC 
Secretariat conduct a study of the sustainability 
of cotton.
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The delegate of MALI indicated that although 
cotton is a pillar of the Malian economy and it 
has a very high multiplier effect, the govern-
ment is not allowed to invest in the cotton sector 
because it had been privatized. The recommen-
dation of the delegate of Mali is to allow the 
government to cover the annual deficits of the 
privatized companies (CFA Francs 20 billion). 
Mr. Dia agrees that the benefits would outweigh 
the costs of that intervention, and farmers could 
benefit from it.

The delegate of ZAMBIA suggested that the 
focus should be moved away from input subsi-
dization to improved research and development 
to improve yields.

Ms. Sarah Gavian, Chief of Party of the West Af-
rican Cotton Improvement Program (WACIP), 
requested that the discussion be framed in terms 
of the title theme of this Plenary Meeting, the 

role of cotton in economic development and 
ensuring food security. An internationally ac-
cepted definition of food security should be 
adopted in first place and then rigorously trace 
the mechanisms through which cotton increases 
or decreases food security. According to the 
FAO, “food security exists when all people, at 
all times, have physical, social and economic ac-
cess to sufficient, safe and nutritious food which 
meets their dietary needs and food preferences 
for an active and healthy life. Food insecurity 
exists when people do not have adequate physi-
cal, social or economic access to food as defined 
above.” The discussion should be addressed in 
terms of ‘availability’, ‘access’, ‘utilization’, and 
‘risk’ of losing the existing levels of availability, 
access and utilization. Ms. Gavian also posed 
the question of how to invest in cotton –both 
publically and privately – in ways that promote 
the agricultural diversification needed to ensure 

food security and economic growth.

The delegate of ARGENTINA commented that 
since the results of privatization in West Africa 
were dissimilar across states and the ICAC sup-
ported the privatization initiative in first place, 
the ICAC should be more careful in the future 
to avoid generalizations in its statements. The 
delegate also highlighted the importance of 
adopting a specific definition of food security.

The delegate of SWITZERLAND was intro-
duced to announce that a convention on Organic 
and Fair Trade Cotton will be held on 21-25 
September 2009 in Switzerland, and the con-
vention is intended to be a platform to discuss 
value chain approaches, marketing aspects and 
business models.

The CHAIR adjourned the First Open Session 
at 1:45 pm.

Second Open Session
Facilitating Small-Holder Cotton Production

15:00 hr. Monday, September 7, 2009 
Mr. Ibrahim Naibbi in the Chair

The CHAIR introduced Mr. Happymore Mapara 
of Zimbabwe. Mr. Mapara stated that about 
300,000 families are involved in cotton pro-
duction and with six members in each family 
on average, 1.8 million people were directly 
impacted by cotton production in his country. 
On average each cotton grower owns two hect-
ares, and the average yield is 600-700 kg/ha of 
seedcotton as against 1,000 in 2001. The major 
challenges faced by cotton growers in Zimba-
bwe are access to credit, access to inputs, lack 
of efficient extension services, volatility in the 
market, transportation of produce, lack of supply 
nets against big players and weaker government 
support, thus forcing farmers to confront situa-
tions directly. Zimbabwe adopted a number of 
measures to facilitate cotton production. The 
measures included registration of growers by 
ginners, adoption of group structures, group 
binding agreements, farmer binding agreements 
with ginners and input supply based on the field 
report. Mr. Mapara said that freelance buying 
is detrimental to cotton support and must be 
stopped. The Government of Zimbabwe has 
introduced a regulatory system to ensure a level 
field for companies and input supply to cotton 
growers. 

Answering questions from the delegates of 
ISRAEL, Oxfam and PAKISTAN, Mr. Mapara 
stated that out of 25 ginners10-12 are more ac-
tive and scattered in concentrated cotton areas. 
Ginners themselves are encouraging grouping. 
Ginners have one price whether a growers is reg-
istered or not registered with a specific company. 

Responding to a question from the delegate of 
COLOMBIA, Mr. Mapara explained that Zim-
babwe has a national database of cotton growers 
and one can easily find out if a cotton grower is 
registered with a gin and if so with which ginning 
factory. Mr. Mapara replied to a question from 
ARGENTINA and said that farmers are paid 
inclusive of seed and the current price of cotton 
seed in Zimbabwe was US$160-170/ton.

The delegate of SOUTH AFRICA asked whether 
landowners in Zimbabwe risk loosing control of 
the land if they do not cultivate for some years. 
The delegate of SOUTH AFRICA, talking about 
the cotton situation in his country, informed 
participants that on the average a farmer has a 
land holding of 3.5 ha which is too small to be an 
economical unit. There are only five remaining 
ginners and they are struggling hard to survive. 
Mr. Mapara described the land reform system 
in Zimbabwe, which he said is now complete 
and shifted agricultural production from com-
mercial cotton growers (95% in the past) to 
small growers. Regarding small land units, Mr. 
Mapara referred to grouping of farmers, which 
has worked well in Zimbabwe. Mr. Mapara's 
presentation is a statement of the meeting.

Syed Hassan Raza, a cotton grower from Paki-
stan emphasized the importance of cotton for 
his country before describing the challenges 
currently faced by the cotton industry in Paki-
stan. Cotton is grown in Pakistan under a harsh 
climate, and exotic varieties fail to compete 
against locally developed varieties. The National 
Biosafety Committee has recently allowed test-
ing of biotech varieties but no biotech variety 
is officially approved yet. The two major pest 

problems that have seriously affected cotton 
production in Pakistan are mealybug and cotton 
leaf curl virus. Unfortunately, effective control 
against both is not available yet and that is why 
production in Pakistan is significantly below 
its potential. Mr. Raza also linked low organic 
matter to low yields in Pakistan. Green manuring 
is not done and neither the crop residue from 
rice, wheat and even cotton is properly utilized. 
Though mostly delinted seed is used for plant-
ing, plant populations are around 35,000 plants/
ha as against 55,000 plants/ha recommended by 
experts. Mr. Raza informed that in Pakistan there 
are two kinds of cotton growers i.e. progressive 
and general farmers. The progressive growers 
get an average yield of about 988 kg/ha lint as 
against 329 kg/ha by general growers. On the 
quality aspect Mr. Raza mentioned contamina-
tion in Pakistani cotton. He suggested to the 
world cotton community to have an international 
institute on cotton. He also made a number of 
recommendations for his fellow growers and for 
his government, which included development 
of virus-resistant varieties, adoption of biotech 
cotton, improve plant population and reduce 
contamination.  

The delegates of TANZANIA and SOUTH AF-
RICA asked to which grower group he belonged 
and what were the limitations of general grow-
ers respectively. Mr. Raza considered himself 
to be a progressive grower and listed a lack of 
resources and an inability to use technology 
as limiting factors for general growers. On the 
cost and net income issue, Mr. Raza stated that 
on the average a farmer makes a net income of 
about US$600/ha while his cost of production 
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is about US$650/ha. Mr. Raza's presentation is 
a statement of the meeting.

Mr. Piriev Dzhalil of Tajikistan describing the 
cotton production system in his country stated 
that cotton growers are under heavy debt, about 
US$700 million. Cotton production has de-
clined from over a million tons of seed cotton 
to 350,000 to 400,000 tons recently. In order to 
revive the cotton sector and give a fresh start, 
the Government decided to pay off the foreign 
debt and freeze the local debt. Agricultural land 
has been transferred to cotton growers and they 
are allowed to use land as a security to borrow 
money from ginners. There are 18-20 medium 
size ginners who are helping cotton growers. Mr. 
Dzhalil added that there are about 30,000 farms, 
and farmers have to understand all aspects of 
cotton production including acquiring inputs, 
credit and technical knowhow. Mr. Dzhalil's 
report is a statement of the meeting.

The delegate of the USA explained that a num-
ber of factors have affected world grain prices, 
including a prolonged drought in Australia, USA 
and EU, rapid demand growth for grains, and 
a proliferation of export restrictions on wheat 
and rice. 

Dr. Keshav Kranthi of India focused his pre-
sentation on the development of biotech gene 
detection, resistance detection in bollworms 
and quality assessment of insecticide kits. He 
gave background information that instigated 
researchers to develop different kinds of kits. 
Pirate seed of biotech varieties was already in the 
country when the Government of India approved 
biotech cotton for commercial production. There 
are about 497 hybrids approved for commercial 
production and it was not possible to check the 
quality of all varieties whether it had a biotech 
gene or not. India developed a simple easy to 
use dip strip kit to identify biotech cotton. The 
kit became popular and over one million kits 
have already been used in India, which helped 
to lower the percentage of pirate seed from 
about 69% in 2003/04 to about 5% in 2007/08. 
Now India has developed kits for all insect 
resistant biotech genes commercially approved 
in India. Regarding the bollworm resistant kit, 
Dr. Kranthi stated that it takes heavy investment 
up to US$500 million to develop and commer-
cialize an insecticide product but the bollworm 

takes only five years to develop resistance to a 
particular insecticide.  He gave an example that 
in some cases almost 99% of bollworm larvae 
survived when dipped in cypermethrin. Under 
such circumstances, farmers resort to higher 
doses and mixtures, which further deteriorates 
the situation. Adulterated insecticides are com-
monly marketed, and farmers have no way to 
check the quality of various insecticide products 
on the market. The resistance kit and insecticide 
quality control work was undertaken under a 
project sponsored by the Common Fund for 
Commodities. He thanked the Common Fund 
of Commodities and his collaborating partners 
in China, Pakistan and the UK and their national 
governments in sponsoring the joint work under 
the project. 

The delegate of TANZANIA inquired about the 
duration for which the bollworm larvae were 
dipped in the insecticides. Dr. Kranthi stated that 
the larvae were dipped for only few seconds. At 
the end of the meeting the SECRETARY GEN-
ERAL announced that hard copies of the two 
publications on resistance and quality kits are 
available at registration for pick up. Mr. Kranthi's 
report is a statement of the meeting.

Mr. Vibhu Nath from Olam International Ltd., 
explained the overall approach of firms in the 
private sector to help growers produce cotton 
successfully. The three focal areas of activities 
of private companies are to provide extension 
services, ensure input supplies and provide for 
marketing of cotton at farmers’ doorsteps. He 
described the cotton industry along with critical 
issues in Africa and separately in West Africa. 
Mr. Nath listed a number of issues includ-
ing low productivity, price fluctuations, land 
locked geography thus making transportation 
expensive, lack of biotech cotton, and political 
instability in many countries, that are limiting 
cotton production in Africa. He added that it 
is difficult to say that privatization has failed 
because it is a complex issue and could be af-
fected by many factors affecting not only yields 
but also income to cotton growers. Mr. Nath said 
that private as well as the government sectors 
are both important for a healthy and successful 
cotton production and marketing system. There 
are responsibilities that come exclusively under 
the government mandate and the same is true 

for the private sector. But, some responsibilities 
are shared responsibilities where both partners 
have to work together.  Examples could include 
research, storage, price fixation and support for 
cooperatives. Mr. Nath's presentation is a state-
ment of the meeting.

The delegate of COTE D’IVOIRE welcomed 
the private sector in his country but stated that 
farmers pay for the services they receive from 
companies like Olam. He asked whether, when 
an investment is made in the cotton sector, is 
it for the purpose of economic development 
or food security? He observed that there might 
be a need to recommend that supporting input 
supplies in cotton could help improve the food 
security situation. He concluded that there is a 
need to analyze how cotton contributes to food 
security. 

Responding to a question raised by the delegate 
of INDIA, Mr. Nath stated that high ginning out 
turn is factored into the price of seedcotton so 
farmers do benefit from a higher lint recovery. 

Regarding asset accumulation, Mr. Nath noted 
that if farmers are able to own equipment, rather 
than rent, they could lower costs. 

Mr. Nath replied in negative when a delegate of 
SOUTH AFRICA asked about direct partnership 
with farmers. He also said that the private sector 
is involved from production through marketing 
when a representative of the National Agriculture 
Marketing Council of SOUTH AFRICA asked a 
question about involvement with growers. 

A representative of the USAID also supported 
the view that cotton is linked to food security. 

A representative of Oxfam and the President 
of the African Cotton Producers Association 
joined others in supporting cotton as a strong 
component of food security, particularly in the 
form of seed for livestock and oil for human 
consumption. 

The delegate of ARGENTINA asked what is 
food security? According to him it is availability 
and accessibility of food. He referred to earlier 
comments made by a representative of WACIP in 
the First Open Session and once again suggested 
to define food security. 

The CHAIR declared the session closed at 
6:00 pm. 

Third Open Session
Cotton By-Products and Value Addition

9:00 hr. Tuesday, September 8, 2009 
Mr. Ibrahim Malloum in the Chair

Dr. A.J. Shaikh, from the Central Institute for 
Research on Cotton Technology (CIRCOT) in 
India, made a presentation on the utilization of 

cotton plant stalks in the production of particle 
boards. These boards can be used in the manu-
facture of furniture, wall paneling, floor and 
ceiling tiles, and interior walls. Cotton stalks 
are abundant and under-used in India. CIRCOT 

has developed technologies to elaborate pulp and 
paper, composite boards, and corrugated boxes 
from cotton plant stalks, which contain high 
levels of lignin and cellulose. The main chal-
lenge for the utilization of cotton stalks was high 
procurement costs due to high collection and 
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transportation costs of the bulky stalks. The proj-
ect “utilisation of cotton by-produce for value 
added products”, funded by the Common Fund 
for Commodities (CFC) (US$ 918,000) and 
the government of India (US$ 1,221,600) and 
supervised by the ICAC, started on September 
2004 and will end in November 2009. The output 
of the project consists of (1) the development 
of a guideline to generate appropriate logistics 
for the entire value chain from the collection 
of stalks until the distribution of stalk chips to 
the factory, (2) the installation of a demonstra-
tion plant in Nagpur, (3) the standardization of 
manufacturing practices, (4) and the conclusion 
of a technical and economic feasibility assess-
ment that concluded that the project is viable. 
The boards satisfy quality standards established 
by the Bureau of Indian Standards. The returns 
to investment in a 10-ton per day plant are esti-
mated at 20%. The utilization of by-products of 
cotton is expected to result in additional income 
and employment opportunities for farmers. On 
November 9-11, 2009, India will host an inter-
national workshop on the results of this project 
at Nagpur. A request for extension of the project 
to Zambia was submitted to the CFC with the 
endorsement of the ICAC. Dr. Shaikh's report is 
a statement of the meeting.

The delegate of ARGENTINA requested 
clarification about the type of resins used in 
the production of the boards and their weather 
resistance attributes.  Dr. Shaikh explained that 
boards are currently produced with formalde-
hyde, which allows for interior and exterior 
use of the board, but eco-friendly resins have 
already been developed to replace those resins. 
However, boards can only be used in interior 
applications when made with eco-friendly resins. 
He requested that the ICAC Secretariat present 
a request to extend the project to Argentina 
and Paraguay, paying particular attention to 
the potential synergies between the extraction 
of phenolic resins from a local hard wood tree 
that happens to grow in cotton producing areas 
(quebracho colorado) and the use of cotton stalks 
in the production of boards. 

The CHAIR requested clarification about other 
ways to uproot the stalks, and consumer accep-
tance of the product. Dr. Shaikh explained that 
mechanical harvesting of stalks is under study 
but it has not yet been successful. He also indi-
cated that, according to a recent market study, the 
product was well received by consumers.

Mr. Mans Lanting from India asked about the 
trade-off between using stalks as compost for 
incorporating organic matter into the soil and 
selling stalks as chips. Dr. Shaikh indicated 
that he does not recommend the use of stalks as 
compost, since they are not easily decomposable 
due to their high proportion of lignin and because 
stalks carry pests. Furthermore, producers can 
sell stalks for US$22 per hectare and buy organic 
matter for US$10 per hectare.

A South African participant requested more 
information about the involvement of farmers in 
the project, the benefits accrued for the farmers, 
and how the transition from the experimental 
stage to a full scale project owned by farmers 
will be dealt with in the future. Dr. Shaikh ex-
plained that benefits to farmers amount to about 
US$10 per hectare, that if a chipping company 
is established near the village then non-farm 
employment will be available, and that farm-
ers will not own the project, since it is only 
for demonstration purposes. It was explained 
that the purpose of the project is to develop 
commercially viable methods of cotton stalk 
utilization, and that countries with an interest in 
implementation of the technology should access 
the full project documents from the ICAC, CFC 
and CIRCOT web sites.

The delegate of KENYA indicated that there 
is a shortage of wood supply in Kenya, and 
requested that CIRCOT consider Kenya as the 
next place to upscale their activities. Dr. Shaikh 
highlighted that the optimal scale is 10-15 tons 
per day capacity and the optimal location is 
rural villages, and that CIRCOT is willing to 
share the insights gained through the project 
with all countries.

The Chairman of the African Cotton Producers 
Association asked about the optimal distance 
between the cotton production area and the 
processing plant. Dr. Shaikh reported that the 
board-producing plant should be located within 
50 kilometers of the cotton growing area, while 
the chipping center should be located within 5 
kilometers of the cotton growing area.

A cotton breeder from Uganda thanked CIRCOT 
for providing a new safe way to dispose of stalks, 
and requested that the project be extended to East 
African cotton growing regions.

The second speaker, Mr. Célestine T. Tien-
drebeogo, Managing Director of SOFITEX 
from Burkina Faso, focused on the value added 
by cotton production in Burkina Faso. Cotton 
production generates 30% of the gross domestic 
product (GDP) of Burkina Faso and 60% of ex-
port earnings, and 3 million livelihoods depend 
on the cotton sector. The proportion of value 
added by cotton production that goes into the 
hands of farmers amounts to 61% of the sales 
value. Cotton production affects food security in 
Burkina Faso: cotton producing areas represent 
80% of the cereal surpluses. The availability of 
rural credit, equipment, access to inputs and high 
concentration of inputs and technology in areas 
where cotton is produced results in higher maize 
yields than in non-cotton producing areas. Cot-
ton seeds are used in Burkina Faso for feeding 
cattle, soap production and human food. Fiber 
waste is used in manufacturing of packaging 
and composting organic fertilizers for other 
crops. Cotton plant stalks are used as compost 
and as binder in bricks in the construction of 
rural houses. Hulls are used to produce energy 

and compost. The crushing industry creates 500 
permanent jobs and 1,000 seasonal jobs. Mr. 
Tiendrebeogo indicated that in order to increase 
the profitability of the cotton sector, yields must 
increase, and that biotech cotton is the tool to 
reactivate the cotton sector in Burkina Faso. 
Commercialization of biotech cotton is already 
underway. 

The delegate of BRAZIL indicated that the pro-
duction of biodiesel in Matto Grosso has been 
a major contributor to the addition of value to 
the cotton sector: while all seeds were used as 
cattle feed in the past, nowadays cotton seeds 
are crushed and the oil is used in biodiesel 
production while the crushed seed is used as 
cattle feed.

The delegate of UGANDA requested clarifica-
tion on the type of pests occurring in Burkina 
Faso and which varieties were used to introduce 
the biotech genes. Mr. Tiendrebeogo explained 
that local varieties were used in the production 
of biotech seeds and that Monsanto does not cur-
rently intervene in the provision of the genes; the 
National Research Institute of Burkina Faso is 
the institution in charge of the gene introduction. 
The speaker also indicated that the most common 
type of pests are the exocarpic caterpillar, the 
most dangerous being the helicoverpa and the 
spodoptera. Bollgard II controls these pests.

The representative of Oxfam requested further 
explanation on the competition between raw 
seed and oil, and the rate of spraying in com-
mercial fields versus field experiments. He also 
commented that Oxfam believes that biotech 
technology is the way forward, but there is 
a need to develop a supporting environment 
with life science companies. Mr. Tiendrebeogo 
noted that competition between raw seeds and 
oil improves the value of seeds for farmers, 
and indicated that 62% of cottonseed is used 
for fertilizer in Burkina Faso. The speaker also 
noted that biotech cotton is useful for small and 
large scale farmers because it reduces spraying, 
and that Monsanto and Burkina Faso have a very 
good relationship.

The Director of Exports for the Ministry of 
Agriculture in Côte d’Ivore thanked the speaker 
for presenting for the first time the cost structure 
of cotton production in Burkina Faso, but high-
lighted the importance of also analyzing the cost 
structure of ginners.

The delegate of Mozambique asked the presenter 
about the outlook for cottonseed demand after the 
introduction of biotech cotton. Mr. Tiendrebeogo 
explained that seed processing will evolve as a 
natural phenomenon and consumers will be able 
to choose between oil derived from biotech cot-
tonseed and conventional cottonseed.

The third speaker, Dr. Sebahattin Gazanfer, Ad-
visor, Joint Board, All Textiles and Raw Materi-
als Exporters’ Association of Turkey, discussed 
the evolution of cotton oil in Turkey over the 
last 5 marketing years. Oilseed production in 
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the world increased during this period, while 
cottonseed production declined. Cottonseed 
represents about 10% of all oilseeds, and ranks 
third in volume after soybean and rapeseed. 
World production of major vegetable oils in-
creased over the period, while the production of 
cottonseed oil (representing about 5-6% of total 
production) remained stagnated. The amount 
of cottonseed oil traded is very small, less than 
4% of world production. Between October 2008 
and April 2009, vegetable oil prices increased 

significantly, affected by increases in commodi-
ties futures prices and the fear of food shortages 
in 2008 that induced some governments to ban 
exports of vegetable oils. No futures market for 
cottonseed oil exists today due to the lack of 
traders, stockholders and consumers. Turkey 
has a large deficit in crude vegetable oils, despite 
producing sunflower seed, soybean, cottonseed, 
hazelnut and olive oil. Turkey is an important 
refiner of vegetable oils, and a large exporter of 
refined/packaged vegetable oils. In particular, 

Turkey is a large exporter of margarine, which is 
produced with 80% cottonseed oil. New lines of 
products, such as the margarine for breakfast, are 
being developed to improve value aggregation 
to the cotton sector. Mr. Gazanfer's presentation 
is a statement of the meeting.

The CHAIR thanked the speakers for their 
presentations. Seeing no further discussion, the 
Chair adjourned the session at 11:00 am.

Fourth Open Session
Outlook for Supply, Demand and Prices of Cotton and Inputs

11:00 hr. Tuesday September 8, 2009 
Mr. M. Karaan in the Chair

The CHAIR introduced Mr. Hugo Pienaar, 
Bureau for Economic Research, University of 
Stellenbosch, to present a report on outlook for 
the world economy. Mr. Pienaar reported that 
the worst of the recession in world economy is 
behind us, but a protracted and muted recovery 
is projected. He noted that world economic 
indicators are improving, including Purchasing 
Managers Index (PMI), U.S. houses prices as 
well as leading indicators in UK, Japan, Europe 
and South Africa. Sentiment about the world 
economy is also improving, while stock markets 
are experiencing the sharpest rally ever in the 
context of pricing after a recession. However 
he cautioned that consumers, especially in the 
USA, remain under pressure despite the tempo-
rary huge fiscal stimulus, while the U.S. budget 
deficit is soaring and the jobless rate remains 
high. Chinese economy growth is crucial, but 
to compensate for the projected 2.5% decline in 
the U.S. economy in 2009, the Chinese economy 
would have to grow by 9.5%, which is unlikely.  
After an initial sharp recovery, the Chinese PMI 
has consolidated at higher levels. Mr. Pienaar 
noted that the IMF expects a return to positive 
growth in advanced economies during 2010, but 
growth will remain below potential and slow, 
while developing economies are expected to 
grow faster than developed countries.

The delegate of TURKEY asked why higher 
growth rates are projected for Sub-Saharan 
Africa.

Mr. Pienaar answered that with the expected 
recovery in demand for commodities (for ex-
ample oil) produced in countries such as Nigeria, 
Angola and South Africa, prices could increase 
leading to increased production.

The delegate of CHINA (TAIWAN) asked Mr. 
Pienaar to comment on projections indicating a 
double-dip recession.

Mr. Pienaar said that this risk exists because 
stimulus packages will end soon leaving much 
uncertainty about the economy. Mr. Pienaar's 
presentation is a statement of the meeting.

The CHAIR introduced Mrs. Armelle Gruère and 
Dr. Alejandro Plastina to present a report from 
the Secretariat on the outlook for cotton supply 
and use. After declining significantly in 2008/09, 
both world cotton mill use and production are 
expected to stabilize in 2009/10. World cotton 
production is forecast slightly down at 23.3 
million tons due to reduced area. As the world 
economy gradually stabilizes and economic 
prospects for 2010 improve in most parts of 
the world, global cotton mill use is expected to 
recover by a small amount to 23.6 million tons. 
World cotton imports are expected to rebound 
by 5% to 6.8 million tons in 2009/10, driven 
by increased demand. World ending stocks are 
forecast slightly lower, at 12.0 million tons. 

The Secretariat reported that the world cotton 
market is experiencing increased concentration. 
In the last decade, production and spinning of 
cotton have continued to grow faster in Asia than 
in the rest of the world. In addition, in the last few 
years, trade in cotton became more concentrated 
amongst the largest merchants, and this trend 
will continue during 2009/10. Nevertheless, 
global cotton trade remains very competitive. 
The season-average Cotlook A Index experi-
enced a significant drop in 2008/09, to 61 cents 
per pound, due to falling consumption. In addi-
tion, cotton prices were unusually volatile during 
2008/09 due to the global economic crisis. The 
ICAC Price Model 2007 forecasts a 3% higher 
season-average Cotlook A Index in 2009/10, at 
63 US cents/lb. The 95% confidence interval 
ranges from 55 US cents/lb to 73 US cents/lb.

The delegate of ARGENTINA commented that 
subsidies provided by USA, China (Mainland) 
and other countries present a problem for coun-
tries that do not provide subsidies and asked 
Mrs. Gruere if she has data on apparel trade by 
China (Mainland).

Mrs. Gruère answered that the WTO Secretariat 
reports on trade in textiles and apparel, and the 
ICAC Secretariat will gather information on 
these topics for future presentation. She said 
that it seems that apparel exports by China 
(Mainland) experienced robust growth during 
most of the current decade.

The delegate of ARGENTINA expressed con-
cern about the effects of subsidies on cotton and 
apparel markets.

The delegate of ARGENTINA asked Mrs. Gru-
ere if the increased concentration in the cotton 
market is leading to larger volumes traded by a 
smaller number of companies.

Mrs. Gruère answered that increased concentra-
tion has resulted in a smaller number of com-
panies each trading a larger volume on average. 
She said that the ratio of volume traded by the 
largest companies to total world trade in cotton 
is rising.

The delegate of COLOMBIA asked Mrs. Gruère 
to comment on the decline in the rate of growth 
in adoption of biotechnology and the moderation 
in its large initial impact on yields, as experi-
enced in India.

Mrs. Gruère said that in ten countries where the 
biotechnology was adopted widely, the expan-
sion of the technology is slowing and it takes 
longer for other countries to adopt the technol-
ogy. Mrs. Gruère and Dr. Plastina's report is a 
statement of the meeting.

The CHAIR introduced Mr. Andre Jooste of 
the National Agricultural Council (NAMC), 
South Africa, to present a report on input costs. 
Mr. Jooste reported that over the last couple of 
years several factors have evolved that affect 
demand, supply and trade in agricultural prod-
ucts. Some of these factors include changes in 
the availability of energy sources and the world 
economic and financial crises.  He noted that 
fuel, chemicals and fertilizer continue to con-
tribute significantly towards cotton production 
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costs. Mr. Jooste indicated that the Cotlook A 
Index declined significantly after a surge dur-
ing 2007 and the early parts of 2008.  On the 
other hand, fertilizer prices peaked during the 
latter part of 2008 and have not dropped to their 
original levels, leading to a price-cost squeeze 
for cotton producers that may persist for some 
time. He noted that the outlook for fertilizers 
is stable, meaning that demand is expected to 
match supply.  He concluded that there will be 
limited supply flexibility if strong demand for 
fertilizers transpires over the next three to four 
years. Mr. Jooste's presentation is a statement 
of the meeting.

The CHAIR introduced Mr. Patrick Packnett, 
Assistant Deputy Administrator, Foreign Ag-
ricultural Service, Office of Global Analysis, 
USDA, to present  USDA’s outlook for grains 
and oilseeds for the 2009/10 marketing year.  
Mr. Packnett highlighted the relationship be-
tween supply, demand and prices of grains and 
oilseeds and those of cotton, indicating that 
market-oriented farm policies have caused this 
relationship to become more evident in recent 
years.  Mr. Packnett reported that world wheat, 
corn and soybean area has grown at the expense 
of cotton, particularly in the United States.  
Grain and oilseed prices have doubled during 
the decade, and cotton prices have remained 
nearly unchanged.  

Mr. Packnett presented the current USDA fore-
casts for production, consumption, trade, ending 
stocks and prices for wheat, corn, rice and soy-
beans.  It was noted that world corn production 
is projected to increase in 2009/10 and roughly 
equal consumption. The U.S., which accounts 
for 40 percent of world production, is forecast 
to produce its second largest crop in history, 
while foreign production is projected to decline 
slightly. Higher consumption for ethanol pro-
duction in the U.S. is being partly offset by less 
corn being used in feed.  Livestock producers are 
using more distillers dried grain, a by-product of 
the ethanol process, and more feed quality wheat 
in place of corn in feed rations.  The U.S. season 
average price is expected to fall 13 percent as 
prices continue to respond to larger stocks. The 
world wheat production forecast reflects another 
bumper harvest and will surpass consumption 
for the second straight year, which will help 
sustain adequate global stocks.  Wheat prices 
continue to correct but remain above long-term 
averages. Rice production is forecast to fall 
below consumption in 2009/10 mainly due 
to monsoon related short falls in India’s crop.  
However the forecast is for the second largest 
crop on record. Rice stocks will decline slightly 
in 2009/10 but will remain sufficient relative to 
global demand.  Rice prices have fallen since 
their May 2008 peak but remain above historical 
levels. In 2008/09, soybean consumption growth 
slowed due to tight stocks and very high prices 

following a shortfall in South American produc-
tion.  In 2009/10 global production is forecast to 
reach a new high supported by larger area and 
improved yields. This will allow consumption 
growth to continue. China accounts for over 
half of global imports, similar to the situation 
with cotton, and China has a large influence 
on market prices. China had large imports over 
the last 2 years and has built stocks.  We expect 
the rate of growth of China’s imports will slow 
in 2009/10. With the large rebound in global 
production expected in 2009/10, ending stocks 
will increase which should put some pressure 
on world prices. Soybean prices are expected 
to fall from the recent peak but will remain 
relatively high, especially until the outcome of 
the South American crop is more certain.  The 
market is also concerned that the U.S. soybean 
crop is behind schedule in parts of Illinois and 
Indiana. Mr. Packnett concluded by forecasting 
abundant supplies of wheat, corn soybeans and 
rice. He said that there are strong demand trends 
in place for all commodities. Nevertheless, he 
expects that prices will ease but will not return 
to levels seen early in this decade.

The CHAIR adjourned the meeting at 1:30 
pm.

[The Fifth Open Session can be located under 
the Statement of the Meeting from the Com-
mittee on Cotton Production Research on 
page 10.] 

Sixth Open Session
The Impacts of Social and Environmental Standards on Demand for Cotton and Textiles

9:00 hr. Friday September 11, 2009 
Mrs. Ina Grohmann in the Chair

The CHAIR introduced Mr. Christopher Ward, 
representative of the Expert Panel on Social, 
Environmental and Economic Performance of 
Cotton Production (SEEP) to present a report 
on SEEP activities. Mr. Ward reported that since 
the last meeting in Ouagadougou, SEEP has held 
a number of teleconferences, has finished some 
of the data collection and is now in the process 
of closely reviewing this information, to be both 
critical and accurate in the reporting. He reported 
on a study on use of selected pesticides in cotton, 
with initial conclusions indicating that the aver-
age use of selected pesticides per ha of cotton 
has decreased from the peak values recorded in 
the 1990s in most of the selected countries. In 
2006, the average use of the selected pesticides 
per hectare was significantly different across the 
countries ranging from 4.9 kg/ha to 0.6 kg/ha. 
Mr. Ward reported on issues related to produc-
tion efficiency and energy use, noting that cotton 
yields have doubled since 1965, while harvested 
acres have remained relatively constant resulting 

in a 50% decrease in the amount of land required 
to produce a kilogram of fiber. Water Use Effi-
ciency (WUE) expressed as kilograms of output 
(fiber or seed cotton) per cubic meter of water 
for cotton production has also improved. He 
reported that Energy efficiency for cotton ranged 
from a high in the Southeastern United States 
to a low for non-mechanized farms in South 
America, with the high amount of variability 
in the production systems studied attributed to 
differences in yields and the use of irrigation. Mr. 
Ward reported that since last years presentation 
of the issue of Greenhouse Gas Emissions within 
the SEEP, major studies on the topic were pub-
lished that help to quantify the various factors 
that contribute to the emission of greenhouse 
gases. Research indicates that cotton produc-
tion has the potential to sequester carbon in its 
products (fiber, seed, even cotton stalks, if they 
are not used as fuel or just burned) and in the soil, 
if a range of corresponding farming measures is 
applied. He informed that the Secretariat is con-
ducting a survey to identify the responsibilities 
and costs at the producer level associated with 

labor used in cotton production. In May 2009, the 
Secretariat developed a template for information 
about labor practices in the cotton industry and 
asked 18 major cotton producing countries to 
provide information. As of end-August 2009, 
nine countries had responded: Australia, Brazil, 
Burkina Faso, Colombia, Egypt, Greece, Paki-
stan, South Africa and Sudan. An additional 5 
countries indicated that responses would be 
provided in September and October 2009. He 
said that Information from the reports already 
received indicates a wide variance in labor 
conditions. Employers in some countries are 
responsible only for the payment of wages, 
and costs per kilogram of cotton production 
are fairly easily calculated. In contrast, in many 
countries, employers in the cotton industry are 
responsible for payment of wages, holiday pay, 
severance and retirement benefits, maternity and 
paternity leave, disability benefits, health care, 
transportation, housing, meals, education costs 
for the children of farm workers, and taxes for 
the benefit of government revenues and social 
insurance programs. Rates of pay and benefits 
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often vary within a country depending on region 
of production and local labor conditions. The 
standard work week ranges from 38 hours to 44 
hours in the countries with defined limits, and a 
higher rate of pay for overtime is often manda-
tory. The standard work week is undefined in 
many countries, and labor costs are often based 
on the completion of agronomic activities, such 
as thinning and harvesting, rather than hours 
worked. He also reported that a review on the 
social issues relevant to cotton growing, and a 
literature review has been finalized, and is avail-
able on the ICAC website. The Report of SEEP 
is statement of the meeting.

The delegate of ARGENTINA asked if the vol-
ume of pesticide used is increasing around the 
world because of increasing pest pressure, pest 
resistance or rising area. Mr. Ward replied that 
the study did not analyze the growth in pesticide 
use but rather looked at efficiency of pesticide 
use and risks and hazards associated with it.

The delegate of ARGENTINA asked Mr. Ward 
to comment on boll weevil eradication efforts 
in Brazil. Mr. Ward replied that it is a difficult 
problem but good pest management practices 
are key in solving it.

The delegate of SUDAN asked why the use of 
insecticides in cotton production declined only 
from 20% of world insecticide use to 17%, 
despite widespread adoption of biotechnology 
in cotton. Mr. Ward replied that production of 
cotton is rising and the use of insecticides per 
kilogram of cotton is declining rapidly. 

The delegate of BURKINA FASO asked about 
the long-term effects on human health associ-
ated with pesticide use. Mr. Ward replied that 
the SEEP did not study this issue, but obviously 
there must be some negative effects if the chemi-
cals are used incorrectly. The key is education 
and training on proper use of chemicals.

The CHAIR introduced Mr. Jens Soth, coordina-
tor for research and implementation activities, 
Helvetas Organic Cotton Center, Switzerland, to 
present a report on the impact of social and en-
vironmental standards on demand for cotton and 
textiles. Mr. Soth reported that there are many 
initiatives and standards that try to address the 
complex social and environmental issues of the 
textile supply-chain. He noted that the discussion 
about the availability of commodities versus 
food security has initiated a public debate, and 
there are strong factors that affect this debate, 
including global change of dietary habits – the 
shift towards meat based nutrition, increasing 
demand for luxury items like coffee and cocoa, 
loss of fertile soil, climate change and water scar-
city. Mr. Soth observed that since discussions 
about sustainability of cotton production are 
more than two decades old, cotton has already 
achieved a lot of practical success in compli-
ance with certain standards. He indicated that 
organic cotton has become a well-known and 
intensively discussed production system with 

proven beneficial effects on poverty alleviation 
and conservation of natural resources, expanding 
rapidly over the last several years. Mr. Soth indi-
cated that Fair-trade cotton is directly aimed at 
combating poverty and has created a completely 
different price-fixing system, and its beneficial 
impacts can best be accomplished if combined 
with organic. He said that two other approaches 
have been developed: Cotton made in Africa 
and the Better Cotton Initiative that are meant 
for the mass market and are intend to change 
local production conditions rapidly and have 
already proven effective on a remarkable scale 
in Zambia, Benin and Burkina Faso. Mr. Soth 
concluded by saying that environmental and 
social standards will not only be able to secure 
the market share of cotton, but they will even 
have a good potential to increase it. Mr. Soth's 
presentation is a statement of the meeting.

The CHAIR introduced Mr. Simon Ferrigno, 
director of The Organic Exchange to present 
a report on farmer self-assessment and Trace-
ability to create a consumer understanding of 
the impacts of organic cotton production. Mr. 
Ferrigno discussed the role of social and envi-
ronmental standards. He noted that social and 
environmental standards give consumers some 
understanding, and a guarantee, of what they 
are buying, but when standards are multiple, 
confusing, fragmented and do not apply to all 
aspects in all certificates, as is now the case 
in organic cotton (where the product may be 
100% organic cotton, 70% organic cotton or 
Made with Organic Cotton Fiber or even 5% 
organic fiber), consumers become confused 
and producers do not receive uniform benefits. 
He said that the FLO Fair-trade mark succeeds 
because, irrespective of its real impacts, it deliv-
ers a clear and unequivocal consumer guarantee, 
and consumers understand its quite simple mes-
sage: it guarantees a better deal for third world 
producers. Mr. Ferrigno indicated that organic 
certification is confused in its messages by com-
parison. He noted that the initial strength of 
organic certification was in building up a market, 
but that as it has grown, trust and understanding 
of its meaning has diminished. He described 
The Organic Exchange farmer self-assessment 
tool, and its contribution to understanding of 
real farm level impacts and integration into a 
transparency and traceability system that can 
restore understanding of a common definition 
of organic, and thus remove a barrier to further 
growth by contributing to a common consumer 
understanding of organic cotton. Mr. Ferrigno's 
presentation is a statement of the meeting.

The delegate of SOUTH AFRICA asked about 
the high cost of producing organic cotton associ-
ated with pest and disease control. Mr. Soth said 
that because of reduced input use, the cost of 
production of organic cotton could be 20-30% 
lower than conventional cotton, plus farmers 
benefit from higher prices they receive. 

The delegate of MALI observed that farmers 

in Mali were enthusiastic about producing or-
ganic cotton, however there are difficulties in 
selling organic cotton because of poor demand. 
Mr. Ferrigno acknowledged the problem with 
demand and suggested an improved system of 
governance to insure links between producers 
and buyers. Mr. Soth replied that the problem of 
oversupply of organic cotton was caused by the 
quick and positive response by many countries 
to organic cotton demand. Work on expanding 
demand is needed.

The delegate of BRAZIL asked Mr. Soth if he is 
against expanding the use of bio-fuels. Mr. Soth 
said that he is not opposed to the expansion of 
bio-fuels. Bio-fuels add pressure on agricultural 
use of land.

The delegate of KENYA asked what are the 
economics of organic cotton production. Mr. 
Soth replied that there are a lot of risks in organic 
production especially in individual production, 
but less so in partnerships with specialized 
organizations.

The CHAIR introduced Ms. Patricia Jurewicz, 
associate director of As You Sow, to present a 
report on social risks in the cotton sector and 
what can be done about them. She reported that 
answering demand from consumers for infor-
mation on how a product is made, Wal-Mart 
announced an initiative called “Sustainable 
Product Index” to produce a common database 
on the global supply chain. She said Wal-Mart 
is surveying 100,000 of suppliers. She said that 
other companies too would like to know more 
about the environmental, economic, and social 
impacts of commodities. She noted that the 
ICAC Expert Panel on Social, Environmental 
and Economic Performance of Cotton (SEEP) 
has done a thorough job in reviewing the hun-
dreds documents available addressing the use 
of child labor, forced labor and child forced 
labor in the cotton sector. She advised the cotton 
industry to be swift and explicit in its responses 
to a number of negative allegations. Ms. Jure-
wicz observed that in response to the increased 
awareness of environmental and social issues in 
the cotton industry, several types of initiatives 
have emerged, such as organic cotton, Fair-trade 
cotton, cotton made in Africa and others that are 
just emerging. She noted that these niche cottons 
represent only 2% of the world cotton market, 
but are projected to reach 30-40% in 15-20 
years. She gave a number of recommendations 
for governments and private organizations, 
including providing accurate information on 
labor practices to ICAC, SEEP, FAO, ILO and 
NGO’s, contributing to discussions in these 
institutions on minimizing negative impacts in 
cotton cultivation, ratifying ILO conventions 
138 and 182 and requesting ILO’s assistance in 
adhering to these conventions, and guaranteeing 
that economic development efforts exclude child 
labor, forced labor and environmental devasta-
tion in cotton production. Ms. Jurewicz's report 
is a statement of the meeting.
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An observer from South Africa asked why 
organic cotton organizations are against adopt-
ing biotechnology in organic production. Mr. 
Ferrigno replied that there were concerns about 
biotechnology originally and he does not expect 
it to change soon. He does not consider biotech-
nology as a panacea and there are other ways 
to improve productivity and to reduce costs of 
production. He suggested that a dialogue on this 
issue is needed.

The delegate of UGANDA commented that 
organic cotton introduction in Uganda led to 
a decline in production and yields. She noted 
that in other countries where biotech cotton has 
been introduced, yields are rising. She said that 
farmers are confused about recommendations 
from proposed partnerships. She suggested 
that local certification bodies for organic cotton 
should be established in countries where organic 
cotton is grown.

Mr. Ferrigno supported the idea of establishing 
local certification bodies.

The delegate of KAZAKHSTAN commented 
that production of organic cotton leads to re-
duced fertility of the soil, a reduction in yields 
and high prices for manure. Mr. Soth replied 
that these observations are correct and suggested 
that green manure should be considered as an 
alternative.

A representative of Oxfam commented that there 
are multinational companies that urge producers 
to produce organic cotton, but the multination-
als do not buy the production. He observed that 
to be profitable organic yields should be above 
600 kg per hectare, but in practice it is difficult 
to achieve yields higher than 500 kg per hectare. 
Mr. Ferrigno acknowledged the problem with 
multinational companies and urged them to act 
more responsibly. Mr. Soth commented that if 

the correct technology is used, yields could be 
higher and production of organic cotton profit-
able to producers.

The delegate of PAKISTAN commented that 
the renewed emphasis on Social compliance 
standards must be applied in a constructive, 
non-punitive manner. These standards should 
not be used as yet another barrier to trade.  He 
said the push for reform should be a handhold-
ing process that allows developing countries to 
build capacities that allow effective enforcement 
of internationally recognized standards. The 
delegate said that punitive commercial sanctions 
are surely not going to help countries achieve 
their shared objectives.

The CHAIR adjourned the meeting at 11:15 
am.

Closing Session

11:00 hr. Friday September 11, 2009 
Dr. Eugene Brock in the Chair  

The CHAIR invited the delegate of BURKINA 
FASO, host of the 67th Plenary Meeting, to 
provide closing remarks. The delegate thanked 
the Chair and other delegates for the opportunity 
to provide these remarks. He observed that the 
theme chosen for the meeting, “The Role of 
Cotton in Economic Development and Ensur-
ing Food Security During a Period of Global 
Economic Crisis, was appropriate and that 
the theme reflected the current situation. He 
thanked speakers for the quality of their pre-
sentations. He said that the ICAC meeting had 
served as a framework for exchange of views 
based on diverse experiences. He thanked the 
interpreters, the Secretariat, the South African 
Organizing Committee and the Government of 
South Africa and Cotton South Africa for their 
efforts toward a successful plenary meeting. The 
delegate congratulated the executive director on 
his reappointment and said that Burkina Faso 
looked forward to working with him to further 

the goals of the ICAC. 

The CHAIR thanked the delegate of Burkina 
Faso for his kind words, and he asked if other 
countries wished to make closing statements. 

The delegates of TANZANIA, ARGENTINA, 
COTE D’IVOIRE, INDIA, BRAZIL, TURKEY, 
CHINA (TAIWAN), SUDAN, NIGERIA, KE-
NYA, GERMANY, MALI and UGANDA made 
closing remarks. Countries thanked the people, 
government and industry of South Africa for 
their hospitality and excellent arrangements 
for the meeting. They thanked the Secretariat, 
including the interpreters and other staff, for 
their work. They thanked Dr. Brock for serving 
as Chair of the Plenary Meeting and the Chairs 
of each session for their efforts to keep discus-
sions focused and on time. Several delegates 
commented favorably on the depth and breadth 
of discussions and for the insightful comments 
of other delegates. It was noted that the State-
ment of the 68th Plenary Meeting would give 
impetus to a successful conclusion of the Doha 

Round. Numerous countries congratulated the 
executive director on his reappointment and said 
they looked forward to continuing to work with 
the Secretariat to strengthen the cotton industry. 
Countries noted that the theme and topics were 
highly appropriate and that the results of the 
meeting would help to reassure governments 
that cotton is important to the world economy 
and that cotton has a strong future. 

The CHAIR said that it had been a pleasure 
and honor for the Government of South Africa 
to host the 68th Plenary Meeting of the ICAC. 
He congratulated the speakers and the chairs of 
each session for their excellent presentations. He 
thanked the Secretariat for efficient organization 
of the meeting, and he wished the executive 
director good luck for the future. The Chair 
said that he was confident that the ICAC would 
remain an efficient and effective organization. 
He wished all delegates safe journeys home. 

Seeing no other business, the CHAIR adjourned 
the Closing Session at 12:20 pm. 
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Meeting of the Steering Committee

16:00 hr. Thursday September 10, 2009 
Mr. Ashraf El-Rabiey in the Chair

The CHAIR reported that a nominating com-
mittee had met in May 2009 to identify officers 
of the Standing Committee for 2009-10. He 
said that Mr. Azmat Ali Ranjha of Pakistan had 
been nominated to the position of Chair of the 
Standing Committee, Mr. Patrick Packnett of the 
U.S. had been nominated for First Vice Chair 
and Mrs. Lilly Munanka of Tanzania, had been 
nominated for the position of Second Vice Chair. 
The Chair reported that the Standing Committee 
had approved the nominations, and he asked del-
egates if there were any concerns regarding the 
nominations. Seeing no concerns or questions, 
the nominations were approved.

Mr. Ranjha thanked the Committee for the honor 
of serving as Chair of the Standing Commit-
tee during the coming year. He said he looked 
forward to working with the other officers and 
members of the Standing Committee to continue 
the work of the ICAC. He thanked the Chair, Dr. 
Ashraf El-Rabiey, for his service during the past 
year and looked forward to having Mr. El-Rabiey 
continue to serve on the Standing Committee. 

Members of the Committee applauded the elec-
tion of Officers. Working Paper I "Election of 
Standing Committee Officers" is attached. 

The CHAIR noted that the contract of the execu-
tive director would expire at the end of 2009. The 
executive director has asked for an extension of 
two years (January 2010 to December 2011) at 
the level of UN Grade D-1 Step VIII, consistent 
with his time-in-service with the ICAC under 
UN rules.

At the request of delegates, the executive direc-
tor left the room, so that discussions could be 
conducted confidentially.

(The Steering Committee Meeting continued in 
executive session.)

Upon return to the Steering Committee meet-
ing, the executive director was informed by the 
CHAIR that his request for a contract extension 
for two years at the level of D-1 Step VIII had 
been approved.

The executive director thanked the Committee 
for the honor of serving as executive director. He 
said that the ICAC is an effective and necessary 
international organization providing needed 
public infrastructure to the cotton industry.

The delegate of ARGENTINA noted that ap-
proval of the contract of the executive director 
is a function of the Advisory Committee, not 
the Standing Committee, and he was gratified 
that this procedure had been followed. Working 
Paper II "Renewal of the Contract of the Execu-
tive Director" is attached.

The CHAIR called the attention of delegates to 
the Draft Statement of the 68th Plenary Meeting 
that had been approved by the Drafting Group, 
and he asked the Secretary General to read the 
statement. After the statement had been read, 
the CHAIR asked if they were any errors or 
omissions.

The delegate PAKISTAN said the Statement 
accurately reflected the work of the Drafting 
Group and should be approved.

The delegate of BRAZIL, who had served as 
Chair of the Drafting Group, called attention to 
one grammatical error, but said that otherwise 
the statement represented the results of the 
meeting of the Drafting Group and should be 
approved. 

The delegate of ARGENTINA agreed that the 
Statement should be approved, with the correc-
tion of the grammatical error. The delegate went 
on to congratulate and thank the Chair of the 
Standing Committee and the Chair of the Draft-
ing Group, the Secretariat, interpreters, and other 
delegates for their professionalism, courtesy and 
spirit of cooperation in preparing the Statement 
of the 68th Plenary Meeting.

Seeing that no others delegates wished to speak, 
the CHAIR found that the Statement of the 68th 
Plenary Meeting was approved.

The Steering Committee meeting was ad-
journed.

ATTACHMENTS

Working Paper I

Election of Standing  
Committee Officers

Recommendation from the  
Standing Committee

A Nominating Committee met in May 2009 
and proposed a slate of officers for the Standing 
Committee for 2009-10. Delegates from Brazil, 
China (Taiwan), Egypt, Pakistan, and the execu-
tive director attended the meeting. Dr. Ashraf 
El-Rabiey of Egypt, Chair of the Standing 
Committee, served as Chair of the Nominating 
Committee.

The Rules and Regulations specify that when 
practicable, the First Vice Chair will be nomi-
nated to succeed the outgoing Chair and the 
Second Vice Chair nominated to succeed the 
First Vice Chair. The current First Vice Chair of 
the Standing Committee, Mr. Azmat Ali Ranjha, 
Minister (Trade) of the Embassy of Pakistan, will 
be able to serve as Chair in 2009-10. Accord-
ingly, there was a consensus to nominate Mr. 

Ranjha as Chair. However, the current Second 
Vice Chair, Ms. Ayse Gül Barkçin, Chief Com-
mercial Counselor, Embassy of the Republic of 
Turkey, expects to be reassigned to capital and 
will not be available to serve on the Standing 
Committee next year.

The Rules and Regulations say that the election 
of officers should take into account:

1.	 Rotation on as broad a geographical basis as 
possible,

2.	 Adequate representation to importing and 
exporting countries,

3.	 Ability, interest and participation in the work 
of the Committee, and

4.	 Timely payment of assessments.

After consideration of these factors, the Nomi-
nating Committee agreed that Mr. Patrick 
Packnett, Assistant Deputy Administrator at 
the Foreign Agriculture Service of the United 
States Department of Agriculture, should be 
nominated to the post of First Vice Chair. The 
Nominating Committee agreed that Mrs. Lily 
Munanka, Head of Chancery of the Embassy 
of Tanzania should be nominated to the post of 
Second Vice Chair.

The nominations were distributed to the Stand-
ing Committee on May 22, 2009. The Secretariat 
did not receive any objections by the beginning 
of June, and the nominations were considered 
approved by the Standing Committee.

Accordingly, the Standing Committee proposes 
the following slate of officers to the Plenary 
Meeting for the period from the end of the 68th 
Plenary Meeting in 2009 to the end of the 69th 
Plenary Meeting in 2010:

- Mr. Azmat Ali Ranjha for Chair, 
- Mr. Patrick Packnett for First Vice Chair, and 
- Mrs. Lily Munanka for Second Vice Chair.

Working Paper II

Renewal of the Contract of  
the Executive Director

Recommendation from the  
Standing Committee

According to the Rules and Regulations of the 
ICAC, Article VII, Section I, the Secretariat 
shall be headed by an Executive Director and 
shall hold office during the period of his/her 
contract of employment. The Staff Regulations 
of the ICAC, Article II (a), state that the basic 
emoluments and contract of the Executive Direc-
tor shall normally be determined by a Plenary 
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Meeting on the recommendation of the Standing 
Committee.

The current contract for the executive director 
expires December 31, 2009. 

In April this year, the executive director asked 
the Standing Committee to approve a two-year 
extension of his current contract at the level of 
UN grade D1-Step VIII. The executive director 
is currently paid at the level of UN grade D1-
Step VII, but if he were employed in the UN 
system he would be eligible for a promotion to 
Step VIII as of January 1, 2010 based on time-
in-service. The request by the executive direc-
tor was contained in the Proposed Budget and 
Scale of Assessments for 2009-10. The Standing 
Committee approved the Proposed Budget and 
Scale of Assessments for 2009-10. No countries 
expressed reservations about the executive direc-
tor’s request for a contract extension.

Accordingly, the executive director is asking 
the Advisory Committee to approve a two-year 
extension of his contract at the level of UN grade 
D1 Step VIII for the period beginning January 1, 
2010 and ending December 31, 2011.

Working Paper III

Topic of the 2010  
Technical Seminar

Proposals  from the Secretariat  
to the Committee on Cotton 

Production Research

 

The following themes are suggested as possible 
topics for the 2010 Technical Seminar:

Global Impact of Biotech Cotton

Biotech cotton was commercialized 15 years 

ago, and the area planted to biotech varieties 
is forecast to surpass half of the world total by 
2009/10. Twelve countries have commercialized 
biotech cotton, and experiments are being under-
taken in other countries. Many more are working 
on the legal framework for safe importation, test-
ing and utilization of biotech cotton. Biotechnol-
ogy has many applications. Lower costs, lower 
pesticide use and higher yields are the primary 
expectations from the insect resistant biotech 
varieties. Biotechnology in cotton through 
genetic engineering has opened a new era of 
directed cotton breeding. If a specific desirable 
gene is identified in cotton, other crops or organ-
isms, genetic engineering has provided a tool to 
isolate and induct those genes into cotton. On the 
other hand, critics of the technology continue to 
question the potential benefits and the long-term 
implications of the use of biotechnology in cot-
ton. Biotech varieties are not eligible for organic 
certification. In the 1990’s when this technology 
was introduced, it was expected that improved 
fiber quality, enhanced agronomic characteristics 
and other improvements would quickly follow 
the development of insect resistant and herbicide 
resistant features, but these improvements have 
not happened yet. Fifteen years are enough to 
critically analyze the impact of biotech cotton 
for reductions in insecticide use, lower costs of 
production, increases in yields, effects on cotton 
quality and changes in research programs. 

How to Lower Cost of Production  
of Cotton?

The cost of production of cotton per hectare 
continues to rise because of higher input costs, 
higher labor costs and operational costs. In-
creases in costs per hectare can only be offset 
through increases in yields and reduced inputs 
costs. But, it seems that once again cotton yields 
around the world have entered a period of slow 
growth. Consequently, the cost of production per 

kilogram of lint is expected to increase for many 
years until world cotton yields rise rapidly once 
again or the costs inputs decline. If the cost of 
production is not controlled, cotton is expected 
to loose its profitability against other crops. 
According to an analysis done by the ICAC 
Secretariat, the high cost of production is also 
one of the factors responsible for the declining 
market share of cotton against chemical fibers. 
Papers could be invited on possible approaches 
to minimize the cost of production of cotton. 

Insecticides and Their Use on Cotton

It is estimated that agrochemicals worth US$36 
billion were used in the world in 2007. Cotton 
accounted for 17% of plant protection chemicals 
used that year. The share of cotton in pesticides 
is declining mostly because of lower insecticide 
use. Countries are finding ways to lower insec-
ticide use, and many countries have succeeded 
even without using insect resistant biotech cot-
ton. The deleterious effects of insecticide use 
are better understood today than they were two 
decades ago. Integrated Pest Management (IPM) 
in cotton has been talked for about decades, but 
its implementation was dominated by extensive 
promotion of insecticide use. Insecticides not 
only increased the cost of production to uneco-
nomical levels but also gave birth to serious 
problems like insecticide resistance and changes 
in the pest complex. Consequently, insecticides 
have become a threat to the sustainability of 
cotton production worldwide. The negative 
environmental impacts of insecticide use are 
receiving more attention. A number of countries 
have successfully implemented IPM in order to 
contain insecticide use. For long-term sustain-
ability of cotton production, it is important that 
insecticide use is diminished and alternate, less 
expensive and environmentally safe, methods 
of insect control be found, promoted and ad-
opted. 
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Round Table
The Role of Organic Production in the Cotton Industry

14:30 hr. Sunday September 6, 2009 
Mr. Graham Thompson in the Chair

The 68th Plenary Meeting of the International 
Cotton Advisory Committee (ICAC) is under-
way. Speakers during a Roundtable discussion 
on Sunday the 6th suggested that organic cotton 
has the potential to provide new ideas that can 
influence and support wider sustainability drives 
in the sector. The organic cotton sector continues 
to grow, albeit more slowly in the global eco-
nomic slowdown, reaching over 180,000 metric 
tons of lint in 2008/09.  

Organic cotton is one option to meet the chal-
lenges of land use, food security and water 
scarcity. Small growers exposed to variable 
rainfall and problems from debt produce most 
organic cotton in India. Many farmers view 
organic cotton as a risk reduction tool, but the 
use of fewer purchased inputs involves a tradeoff 
with productivity. Often the smallest and most 
resource poor farmers come to organic, and in 
fact organic works better in marginal or tribal 
areas. Certification of organic cotton is expen-
sive and in some states of India the government 
is supporting certification costs. Speakers con-
veyed a collective message that organic cotton 

requires technological knowledge.  

An essential element of organic cotton produc-
tion is to have more planning and certainty 
through partnerships to ensure long-term vi-
ability. Organic cotton production, processing, 
spinning and marketing at the retail level involve 
a long and complex chain requiring traceability 
and communication links between producers 
and consumers. The future of organic cotton 
production may involve contract farming with 
direct links to retailers. 

Presentations from all panelists are statements 
of the meeting.

First Breakout Session
The Role of the Organization in the Cotton Economy

9:00 hr. Tuesday September 8, 2009 
Mr. Phenias Gumede in the Chair

The chairman’s introductory remarks high-
lighted the structure of the South African cotton 
industry forum and its functions. 

Dhiren Sheth, President, Cotton Association 
of India, (CAI), elaborated on the formation of 
the CAI and its functions. He reported on future 
plans of CAI. Mr Sheth's presentation is a state-
ment of the meeting.

Mark Lange, President/CEO, National Cotton 
Council of America (NCC) described the forma-
tion of the council, its functions, services ren-
dered to members and the relationship between 
the NCC and the U.S. government. Mr. Lange's 
presentation is a statement of the meeting.

Andrew Macdonald, representing the Associa-
tion of Brazilian Cotton Producers (ABRAPA) 
described the cotton production areas of Brazil 

and the formation ABRAPA. Mr. Macdonald's 
report is a statement of the meeting.

There was agreement among breakout session 
participants on the importance of industry or-
ganizations in representing the interests of the 
cotton sector. It was noted that the basic services 
rendered by each of the organizations have much 
in common. 

Second Breakout Session
Progress Toward Harmonization of Trade Rules

9:00 hr. Wednesday September 9, 2009 
Mr. Andrei Guitchounts in the Chair

Key points of the discussion

Mr. Neal Gillen – ACSA, ICAC representative 
to UNCITRAL

•	 The level of defaults on valid arbitral awards 
in the cotton industry increased by 10% 
since 2008.

•	 Increases in defaults took place in 15 coun-
tries.

•	 Bangladesh, Brazil and India account for 
40% of all defaults on cotton contracts.

•	 Reasons for increased defaults include a 

decline in prices and the globalization of 
trade.

•	 Defaults add substantially to the cost of trade 
in cotton.

•	 The harmonization of trade rules would 
help to reduce defaults by simplifying trade 
in cotton: “there is a need to read from the 
same rule book”.

•	 A system of world cotton trade can func-
tion efficiently and affordably only with a 
universal set of rules.

Mr. Gillen's report is a statement of the meet-
ing.

The Gdynia Cotton Association (GCA) reported 
on progress toward harmonization of trade rules. 
On September 2, 2009, the GCA’s Board of 
Directors passed a resolution authorizing the 
GCA and the Rules Committee of the ICA to 
conduct intensive work on further harmoniza-
tion of the Rules aimed at reaching a decision 
on which Rules should be adopted and applied 
by the Gdynia Cotton Association.

The Bremer Baumwollborse (BBB) explained 
that in adopting the ICA rules, they adopted only 
the “Trade Rules” and that Arbitration remained 
under German Law. It was reported that about 
70% of trade is conducted under the ICA rules, 
but companies often buy under regional rules 
(such as AFCOT in Africa) and sell on ICA rules 
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to China and other destinations. 

The participants in the Breakout Session

•	 Welcomed the progress toward harmoniza-
tion of trade rules by GCA.

•	 Noted that with harmonization of rules 
regional cultural differences must be re-
spected.

•	 Some of the major differences between rules 
include time limitations and “invoicing 
back”.

•	 Publicizing information about defaults is 
important to deter defaults.

•	 Trade rules help to minimize risks and the 
cost of doing business.

•	 Ongoing education about the trade rules is 
important.

•	 An efficient arbitration system is essential.

•	 Trading with defaulters undermines the ef-
ficacy of trading rules.

Conclusions

•	 Harmonization of Trade Rules is important 
and necessary. 

•	 Progress in harmonization of rules achieved 
by the BBB and GCA is praised.

•	 All Cotton Associations are urged to un-
dertake such practical steps on the way to 
universal harmonization of trade rules.

•	 Arbitration systems may differ in language, 
cultural and legal bases imbedded in na-
tional laws.

•	 The issues of contract defaults and harmo-
nization of trade rules are so important that 
ICAC is urged to include these issues for 
discussions in an open session during the 
next Plenary Meeting. Wider audiences 
and governments should be involved in 
the discussion on how to improve industry 
competitiveness, discourage defaults on 
valid arbitral awards and to harmonize trade 

Third Breakout Session
Enhancing Demand for Cotton Products

11:00 hr. Wednesday September 9, 2009 
Chair: Mr. Jeffrey Silberman, IFCP 
Dr. Alejandro Plastina, ICAC Secretariat 
Dr. Patricia O’Leary, Cotton Incorporated 

Key points of the discussion

Dr. Alejandro Plastina – ICAC Secretariat

•	 World textile fiber consumption more than 
quadrupled between the early 1960s and the 
late 2000s. 

•	 However, while cotton consumption more 
than doubled during that period, consump-
tion of other fibers (wool, chemical and 
non-chemical fibers) increased sevenfold.

•	 Consequently, the market share of cotton 
decreased from an average of 62% in the 
1960s to 40% in the 2000s.

•	 The demand for cotton and non-cotton tex-
tile fibers are more sensitive to changes in 
income than to changes in relative prices, i.e. 
a 1% increase in GDP per capita generates, 
on average, a higher increase in demand 
for each fiber than a 1% decrease in the 
corresponding relative price.

•	 The market share of cotton is expected to 
decline to 30% by 2020.

•	 Promotional efforts are critical to the expan-
sion of cotton markets worldwide.

Dr. Plastina's report is a statement of the meet-
ing.

Jeffrey Silberman – IFCP Executive Director

•	 Working with higher education can be an 
inexpensive way to create domestically 
focused cotton promotion programs that can 
be replicated around the world.

•	 Hands-on projects including developing 
high-cotton content products and projects 
with students studying textile technology 

and design enable future fabric developers 
to access the resources available from the 
cotton community. In just a few years, these 
graduates are in a position to influence fiber 
content in textiles, and thus impact cotton’s 
market share.

•	 The denim project at the Fashion Institute of 
Technology (FIT) in New York has created 
over 200 fabric developers who are now in 
decision-making positions.

•	 Developing a Speakers Bureau that utilizes 
industry advisors can facilitate project de-
velopment through expertise that fosters a 
cotton friendly environment that will make 
future product developers more employable 
faster, and better positioned to facilitate fiber 
content favorable to cotton.

•	 A Speakers Bureau is flexible and can be 
expanded to cover different topics relevant 
to issues that are pertinent at any point in 
time, including sustainability issues, and 
debunking anti-cotton misperceptions and 
disinformation.

•	 A Speakers Bureau is a cost effective way to 
provide cotton industry actors at all points 
of the supply chain with a window into the 
environment of designers, retailers, and oth-
ers who eventually influence retail market 
share of cotton.

•	 The International Year of Natural Fibres 
provides a marketing opportunity to the 
cotton industry.

The International Forum for Cotton Promotion 
(IFCP) introduced the IFCP Speakers Bureau by 
presenting three of the organization’s activities 
over the previous year. Included in the program 
was an introductory presentation by the ICAC 
Secretariat projecting cotton’s current and future 
market share. Video clips of related material 
were introduced, followed by an interactive 

discussion with the attendees that numbered over 
70. The IFCP encouraged the cotton community 
to embark on similar projects, and agreed to 
make the videos available to those interested, 
as well as material that could assist.

The topics included the now 5-year running 
denim project developed with students at the 
Fashion Institute of Technology (FIT) in New 
York City with participation from industry ad-
visors, and the participation by cotton research 
and promotion organizations in a panel entitled 
“Cotton Sustainability in the Textile Complex”. 
In addition, video highlights of the 498th ICAC 
Standing Committee, where committee Mem-
bers were able to engage with designers, product 
developers, and retailers were presented, and the 
attendees had time to comment.

Mr. Silberman's report is a statement of the 
meeting.

Conclusions

•	 The falling market share of cotton now 
makes demand enhancement efforts impera-
tive.

•	 There are ways to promote cotton inex-
pensively that can be replicated around the 
world.

•	 Working with institutes of higher education 
is an efficient and cost effective vehicle to 
accomplish cotton promotion.

•	 Participants in both developed and develop-
ing countries appeared to be energized by 
the breakout session, and ready to act.

•	 The work of the IFCP is significant and 
important, and should continue.

•	 The statement by Cotton Australia that it was 
committed to joining the IFCP was warmly 
received.
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Fifth Breakout Session
Best Practices in Cotton Ginning

13:45 hr. Thursday September 10, 2009 
Mr.  Stan Rudman in the Chair

Key points of discussion

Luz Amparo Fonseca-Prada – Colombia

• 	 100% of Colombian cotton is HVI analysed 
and grade is based on USDA norms

• 	 Quality of cotton is based on 5 characteris-
tics- length, micronaire, strength, trash and 
grade.

• 	 There are 21 gins owned by the private sector 
and with a 334,000mt of capacity, only 30% 
of the capacity is utilized.

• 	 Only 20% of the cotton crop is mechanically 
harvested.

• 	 The ginning fee is 80% of the domestic 
market price for 1 ton of cotton seed.

• 	 The seed cotton is physically inspected for 
contamination before ginning.

• 	 The lint bales are all bar coded to trace the 
source of contamination back to the pro-
ducer.

• 	 ontamination free cotton is promoted 
through captains on radio, posters, flyers 
and videos.

• 	 There are 2,400 cotton producers in Colom-
bia.

• 	 There is a need for incentives to introduce 
newer machinery and ginning equipment.

Mrs Fonseca-Prada's presentation is a statement 
of the meeting

Questions

Q. 	 Is contamination less in Machine picked 
cotton?

A. 	Yes, but there are more smaller pieces of 

foreign matter.

Q. 	 Is final payment on lint grades?

A. 	Yes, final payment is on lint grades, there 
are no seed cotton standards.

Tiena Coulibaly – Mali

• 	 There are 75 gins in West Africa with 17 gins 
in Mali.

• 	 Best practices begins in the field regarding 
storage as a first step.

• 	 Cotton scrutinized at the gin for any signs 
of contamination.

• 	 Cotton is humidified before ginning.

• 	 Gin stand speed is constantly monitored 
during the ginning process.

• 	 Explain the entire ginning process and char-
acteristics to determine quality.

Questions

Q. 	What is the capacity of the 17 gins?

A. 	570,000 mt of seed cotton, utilizing less than 
50% of capacity at present. Record season 
of 620,000mt

Q.	 What is causing NEP formation at the gin?

A.	 Over ginning and excessive speed.

Q.	 Any ideas how to minimize power consump-
tion/ Energy conservation?

A.	 Up to the ginning staff to optimize, ensure all 
equipment, pipes and tubes are in a working 
order.

Ed Hughs – USA

• 	 30 years experience as ginning engineer and 
researcher.

• 	 USA cotton system is completely mecha-
nized.

• 	 The producer maintains ownership of cotton 
after ginning.

• 	 Graphically explain, by means of slow speed 
video images, the workings of the cleaning 
components of the gin, incline cleaner and 
the stick machine.

• 	 Illustrates the working of the (1) knife roller 
gin as well as of the (2) rotary knife roller 
gin.

• 	 Illustrates the working of the saw gin stand 
and the saw-type lint cleaner.

Mr Hugh's presentation is a statement of the 
meeting

Questions

Q.	 What gins are used for longer staple cot-
ton?

A.	 Pima cottons as well as long staple upland 
cotton are more and more ginned on roller 
gins.

Q.	 What about seed damage?

A.	 Roller gins do less damage than saw gins 
do.

Q.	 What about moisture content of the seed 
cotton.

A.	 The moisture content for roller ginning 
should ideally be around 4%. Ed also men-
tions that he runs a ginning school and the 
ginner`s handbook is in the process of being 
updated.

Q.	 India uses a double roller ginning system is 
it viable?

A.	 The double roller system will increase the 
speed of production but care should be taken 
of the power supply and size of motors.

Fourth Breakout Session
The Impacts of Carbon Trading on the Cotton Industry

11:00 hr. Thursday September 10, 2009 
Mr.  Richard Haire in the Chair

Papers were presented on The Impacts of Carbon 
Trading on the Cotton Industry, by Bruce Pyke, 

Cotton Research and Development Corporation, 
Australia and on the Impact of carbon markets 
on the Cotton Industry by Jens Soth, Coordina-
tor for Research and Implementation Activities, 

Helvetas Organic Cotton Center, Switzerland. 

Both presentations are statements of the meet-
ing.
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Sixth Breakout Session
Best Practices in Instrument Testing

16:00 hr. Thursday September 10, 2009 
Mr. Lawrence Hunter in the Chair

Presenters/Panelists

- Jimmy Knowlton, Chief Standardisation and 
Engineering Branch, USDA, USA

- Marco Mtunga, Director, Regulatory Ser-
vices, Tanzania Cotton Lint and Seed Board, 
Tanzania

- Hélvio Alberto Fiedler, Executive Director, 
UniCotton Cooperative of Cotton Producers, 
Brazil

- Rinat Gulyayev, Head of Board, Uzbek Cen-
tre for Certification of Cotton Fiber (SIFAT), 
Uzbekistan

The four panellists presented the status quo in 
their respective countries as far as high volume 
instrument testing of cotton for classing and trad-
ing purposes was concerned. It was noted that 
most cotton associations and countries around 
the world are moving towards instrument testing. 
During the ensuing discussions, particular em-
phasis was placed on the need to work towards 
a universally acceptable and comprehensive 
Manual covering Best Practices in Instrument 
Testing. It clearly emerged from the respective 
presentations and ensuing discussions that the 
Universal Cotton Standards and highly sophis-
ticated USDA system operating in their various 

Classing Offices represented the most advanced 
and ‘benchmark’ best practices system, on which 
the other countries largely based theirs.

Appreciation was expressed to the USDA for 
the leading role they have played in the global 
advancement of the instrument testing and class-
ing of cotton for trading and other purposes. The 
Session also recognised the important roles the 
USDA, ICAC/CSITC, SIFAT, ASTM, ITMF/
ICCTM, Uster Technologies and other bodies, 
as well as the HVI Guidelines (e.g. USDA and 
ITMF) played in moving towards a position 
where such a Best Practice Manual could be 
prepared and hopefully widely accepted for cot-
ton testing, classing and trading purposes. The 
ICAC/CSITC Task Force has played a leading 
role in bringing the cotton world together in 
this respect.

The Session emphasised the critical importance 
of stable and standard atmospheric conditioning 
and cotton conditioning as well as round trials, 
proper instrument maintenance and proper 
training programmes in achieving consistently 
accurate and reliable test results. Caution was 
expressed against relying upon instrument cor-
rection for deviations in laboratory air condition-
ing, and therefore in cotton moisture content, 
from the standard conditions, since it is felt that 
such an approach and correction can to lead to 
errors since different cottons react differently to 

changes in atmospheric conditions. Maintaining 
the laboratory atmospheric conditions within 
the correct standard conditions and tolerances, 
and conditioning the cotton accordingly and 
properly, were advised and recommended until 
such time that instrument correction was proved, 
and accepted, to be reliable and accurate for all 
the various types and varieties of cotton being 
tested around the world.

The Session recommended that the Manual 
should also include the following aspects:

•	 Laboratory and air-conditioning design and 
infrastructural requirements

•	 Sample conditioning guidelines for both 
conventional as well as rapid conditioning

•	 Sampling and sample handling and identifi-
cation procedures

•	 Test result recording and reporting (data 
recording and handling)

The Session concluded, and agreed, that there 
was sufficient information and data available 
to draw up a ‘generic’ Best Practices ‘Manual’ 
and recommended that this should take place 
as a matter of some urgency, preferably under 
the auspices of the CSITC, at the next meeting 
of the CSITC Task Force in Bremen during 
March, 2010.

Presentations from all four panelists are state-
ments of the meeting.

*****
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Email: macdonald@amcon.com.br

Mr. Joao Pessa
ABRAPA
Sao Paulo, 06342-190
Brazil

Mr. Inacio Urban
Presidente
AMIPA
Rua Major, 585
Patos de Minas, Minas Gerais 38700-107
Brazil
Telf: (55-34) 3821-5828
Fax: (55-34) 3821-5828
Email: amipa@amipa.com.br

Burkina Faso
Mr. Celestin Tiendrebeogo
Managing Director
SOFITEX
01 BP 147
Bobo-Dioulasso
Burkina Faso
Telf: (226-20)970-024/25
Fax: (226-20)972-475
Email: dg@sofitex.bf

Mr. Jean Babou Bado
Coordinateur National
Ministere de l’Agriculure, de l’Hydraulique et 
des Ressources Halieutiques
Prioject Appui Filiere Coton Textile
11 BP 1334
Ouagadougou
Burkina Faso
Telf: (226) 50 39 63 25 / 70 21 42 72
Fax: (226) 50 39 63 25
Email: jb_babou@yahoo.fr

Mr. Issa Benjamin Baguian
Economic Counselor
Embassy of Burkina Faso
2340 Massachussetts AVenue, NW
Washington, D.C., DC 20008
USA
Telf: (301) 841-5079
Fax: (202) 667-1882
Email: baguian@hotmail.com

Mr. Bouma Thio
Directeur
Vulgarisation et de la Recherche Developpement
Ouagadougou
Burkina Faso
Email: thiobouma@yahoo.fr

Mr. Francois B. Traore
President
Union Nationale des Producteurs
de Coton du Burkina
02 BP, Bobo Diaulasso
Burkina Faso
Email: unpcb@fasonet.bf

Mr. Georges Yameogo
SOFITEX
01 BP 147
Bobo-Dioulasso
Burkina Faso
Telf: (226-20)970-024/25
Fax: (226-20)972-475
Email: 

Mr. Wilfrid Yameogo
Secretaire Permanent
Ministere du Commerce, de la Promotion de
l’Entreprise et de l’Artisant
Ouagadougou
Burkina Faso
Email: yamwilfried@yahoo.fr

Mr. Augustin Z. Zagre
Commercial Director
SOFITEX
01 BP 147
Bobo-Dioulasso
Burkina Faso
Telf: (226-20)970-024/25
Fax: (226-20)972-475
Email: zagreaugustin@yahoo.fr

China (Taiwan)
Mr. Chun-Fu Chang
Director
TECRO
Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative
Office in the United States
4301 Connecticut Ave. Suite 420
Washington, DC 20008
USA
Telf: (202) 686-6400
Fax: (202) 623-6294
Email: 

Ms. Regine Huey-Jen Chen
Section Chief
Ministry of Foreign Affairs
Dept of Int’l Organizations
2 Kaitakelan Blvd
Taipei, 10015, Taiwan
Rep. of China
Telf: (886-2) 2348-2526
Fax: (886-2) 2361-7694
Email: hjchen@mofa.gov.tw

Mr. Steven Chen
Chairman
Tah Tong Textile Co. Ltd.
3F No 346, Sec 3 Nanking E. Rd
Taipei, Taiwan
Rep. of China
Email: steven@tahtong.com.tw

Mr. Sheng-Fu Chiu
Director
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Taiwan Textile Research Institute
No. 6 Chengtian Rd
Tucheng City, Taiwan
Rep. of China

Mr. Yi-Ping Chu
First Secretary
Ministry of Economic Affairs
No. 15, Fu-Zhou St
Taipei, 10015, Taiwan
Rep. of China
Telf: (886-2) 2321-2200
Fax: (886-2) 2356-9271
Email: ypchu@moea.gov.tw

Mr. Frank Hsu
Deputy Secretary General
Taiwan Textile Federation
16F TTF Building, 22 Aiguo East Rd
Taipei, Taiwan
Rep. of China
Email: n893@textiles.org.tw

Mr. Chih-Hua Wu
Officer
TECRO
Taipei Economic and Cultural Representative
Office in the United States
4301 Connecticut Ave. Suite 420
Washington, DC 20008
USA
Telf: (202) 686-6400
Fax: (202) 623-6294
Email: ericwu@moea.gov.tw

Colombia
Mrs. Luz Amparo Fonseca
Executive President
Conalgodón
Cra 12 No 70-18
Bogota
Colombia
Telf: (57-1) 317-8083
Fax: (57-1) 317-8073
Email: luz.fonseca@conalgodon.com.co

Mr. Jorge Hernán Olarte Ochoa
Manager
Diagonal
Corporación Distribuidora de Algodón Nacional
Calle 52, No. 47-72, Ed. Coltejer
Medellín
Colombia
Telf: (57-4) 251-9191
Fax: (57-4) 251-1878
Email: jolarte@diagonal-colombia.com

Mr. Juan Esteban Restrepo Santamaria
President
Diagonal
Corporación Distribuidora de Algodón Nacional
Calle 52, No. 47-72, Ed. Coltejer
Medellín
Colombia
Telf: (57-4) 251-9191
Fax: (57-4) 251-1878
Email: jrestrepo@diagonal-colombia.com

Mr. Mario Rodriguez Rico
General Manager
Coalcesar
Calle 90 No 18-35 Of 308
Bogota
Colombia
Telf: (57-1) 616-8527
Fax: (57-1) 616-6890
Email: coalcesarbog@etb.net.co

Ms. Diana Uribe Forero
Periodista
Conalgodón
Cra 12 No 70-18
Bogotá
Colombia

Côte d’Ivoire
Mr. Kossa Rene
Directeur des Productions d’Exportation
Governement
Ministry of Agriculture
BP V 82 Abidjan
Abidjan
Côte d’Ivoire
Telf: (225) 204921498
Email: kossaren@yahoo.fr

Mr. Mapri Kpolo
Executive Director 
ARECA
27 BP 604 
Abidjan, 27
Côte d’Ivoire
Telf: (225-22) 52 75 80
Fax: (225-22) 52 75 85
Email: dmkpolo@areca.ci

Egypt
Mr. Nabil El Marsafawy
Government Commissioner to ALCOTEXA
Ministry of Trade & Industry
25 El Horreya Avenue
Alexandria
Egypt
Telf: (2-03) 495-7592
Fax: (2-03) 393-2594
Email: nabilmarso@yahoo.com

Dr. Mohamed A. Abou Ibrahim
Director
Cotton Research Institute
9 El Gamaa st.
Giza
Egypt
Telf: (20-2) 3572-3992
Fax: (20-2) 3572-3442
Email: azizcotton@yahoo.com

Mr. Mamdough Abou El Kheir
Director General
Internal Cotton Trade Committee
3 Marc Antwan & Youssif Adah
Alexandria
Egypt

Mr. Abdel Aziz Amer
Chairman Assitant

Internal Cotton Trade Committee
3 Marc Antwan & Youssif Adah
Alexandria
Egypt

Dr. Ashraf El Rabiey
Minister Plenipotentiary, Head of Bureau
Embassy of Egypt
2232 Massachusetts Ave, NW
Washington, DC 23008
USA
Telf: (202) 265-9111
Fax: (202) 328-4571
Email: comegyus@verizon.net

Mr. Shafik Gomaa
Managing Director
Talaat Harb Cotton Co.
12 Kamel El-Kilany Street
Alexandria
Egypt
Telf: (20-3) 495-0607
Fax: (20-3) 495-0606
Email: alcotexa@tedata.net.eg

Mr. Ahmed Moustafa Mohamed
Chairman & Managing Director
Alcotexa
Alexandria
Egypt
Email: eastern-cotton@dataxprs.com.eg

Mr. Ahmed Omar
Chairman Assitant
Internal Cotton Trade Committee
3 Marc Antwan & Youssif Adah
Alexandria
Egypt

Germany
Ms. Ina Grohmann
Advisor
Federal Ministry of Economics and Technology
Commodities
Scharnhorststraße 34-37
Berlin, 10115
Germany
Telf: (49-30) 2014-7488
Fax: (49-30) 2014-5426
Email: ina.grohmann@bmwi.bund.de

Mr. Wolfgang Bertenbreiter
Senior Project Manager
GTZ
Africa Department
Dag-hammerskjöld-Weg
PO Box 5180
65726, Eschborn
Germany
Telf: (49-619) 679-1479
Fax: (49-617) 980-1479
Email: wolfgang.bertenbreiter@gtz.de

Mr. Axel Drieling
Faserinstitut Bremen
Am Biologischen Garten 2
Bremen, 28359
Germany
Telf: (49-171) 977-8596
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Email: drieling@faserinstitut.de

Mr. Henning Hammer
Otto Stadtlander GmbH
Marcusallee 3
Bremen, 28359
Germany
Telf: (49-421) 204-2128
Email: hh@osta-bremen.de

Mr. Jan B Wellman
Director
Bremer Baumwollborse
Bremen
Germany
Email: wellmann@baumwollboerse.de

India
Mr. Om Prakash Agarwal
Executive Director
Cotton Association of India
Cotton Exchange Building, 2nd Floor,
Cotton Green (East)
Mumbai, Maharashtra 400 033
India
Telf: (91-22) 237-04401/2/3
Fax: (91-22) 237-00337
Email: op.agarwal@caionline.in

Dr Anupam Barik
Directorate of Cotton Development
Ministry of Agriculture
14, Ramji Bhai Kamani Marg
Bakllard Estate
Mumbai, Maharastra 
India
Telf: (91-22) 2261-1964
Fax: (91-22) 2261-1449
Email: director_docd@rediffmail.com

Mr. Subhash Chander Grover
Chariman-Cum-Managing Director
The Cotton Corporation of India, Ltd.
Kapas Bhawan, Plot No 3A
Sector 10 CBD Belapur
Navi Mumbai, 400614
India
Telf: (91-22) 275-76044
Fax: (91-22) 275-76030
Email: cmd@cotcorp.com

Mr. A.B. Joshi
Textile Commissioner
Ministry of Textile
Mumbai
India
Email: txc-otxc@nic.in

Mr. Suresh Kotak
Chairman
Kotak & Co. Ltd.
Navsari Building, 240 D.N. Road Fort
Mumbai
India
Telf: (92-22) 2207-3331
Fax: (91-22) 2207-2267
Email: kotakco@vsnl.com

Mr. Nayan Mirani
Partner
Khimji Visram & Sons
21, Mittal Chambers
228, Nariman Point
Mumbai, Maharashtra 400 026
India
Telf: (91-22) 2202-1874
Fax: (91-22) 2204-1586
Email: kvsd@vsnl.com

Mr. Dhiren Sheth
President
Cotton Association of India
Cotton Exchange Building, 2nd Floor
Cotton Green (East)
Mumbai, Maharashtra 400033
India
Telf: (91-22) 237-04401/2/3
Fax: (91-22) 237-00337
Email: dhiren.n.sheth@galiakotwala.com

Mr. J.N. Singh
Joint Secretary
Ministry of Textiles
New Delhi
India
Email: jagadipsingh@nic.in

Iran
Mr. Bahram Nazari
Managing Director
Iran Cotton Union
Beheshti Street, No. 293, Third Floor
Teheran
Iran
Telf: (98-21) 8873-1092
Email: info@unitcot.org

Israel
Mr. Joseph Dloomy
Agri Business Development
Green Space Ltd
Tel-Aviv
Israel
Email: joegs@hotmail.co.il

Italy
Dr. Emanuela Curnis
Consul
Embassy of Italy
Cape Town
South Africa

Mr. Romano Bonadei
President
Fondazione Industrie Cotone e Lino
Viale Sarca 223
Milano
Italy
Telf: (39-02) 661-03838
Email: info@fondazionecotonelino.it

Kazakhstan
Mr. Ibadulla Umbetayev
General Director

Ministry of Agriculture
Email: kazmakta@mail.kz

Kenya
Mr. Micah Powon Pkopus
Chief Executive Officer
Cotton Development Authority
Ministry of Agriculture
P. O. Box 66271 - 00800
Nairobi
Kenya
Telf: (254-72) 221-5520
Fax: (254-020) 444-253
Email: mppowon@yahoo.com

Dr. Waweru Gitonga
Kenya Agricultural Research Institute
P.O. Box 298-10300
Kerugoya
Kenya
Telf: (254-722) 721-503
Email: waweru.gitonga@yahoo.com

Mr. Patrick Musyimi
Deputy Commissioner
Ministry of Cooperation, Development and 
Marketing
Nairobi
Kenya

Mali
Mr. Tiena Coulibaly
PDG
CMDT
Siege 100
Ave de la Marne Bozola BP 487
Bamako
Mali
Telf: (223) 202-14675
Fax: (223) 202-12203
Email: tcoulibaly@cmdt.ml

Mr. Boubacar Ba
Commercial Director
CMDT
Siege: 100
Ave de la Marne Bozola BP 487
Bamako
Mali
Telf: (223) 764-57631
Email: ba@cmdt.ml

Nigeria
Mr. Ibrahim Naibbi
Director
Federal Ministry of Commerce and Industry
Commodities and Products Inspectorate Dept.
Area 1, P.M.B. 88, Garki
Abuja
Nigeria
Telf: (234-9) 672-6041
Email: naibbi03@yahoo.com

Mr. S.C. Irokalibe
Cotton Trade Officer
Nigeria
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Pakistan
Dr. Zahoor Baluch
Vice President
Pakistan Central Cotton Committee
E-2 Block 17
Gulshan E
Iqbal, Karachi
Pakistan
Telf: (92-21) 924-4472
Fax: (92-21) 499-4994
Email: pccc@cyber.net.pk

Mr. Azmat Ranjha
Minister (Trade)
Embassy of Pakistan
3517 International Court, NW
Washington, DC 20008
USA
Telf: (202) 243-3266
Fax: (202) 686-1589
Email: azmatranjha@embassyofpakistanusa.org

Mr. Muhammad Arshad
Director
Pakistan Central Cotton Committee
Central Cotton Research Institute
Old Shujabad Road
Multan, Punjab 60500
Pakistan
Telf: (92-61) 920-1128
Fax: (92-61) 920-0342
Email: mnaveedarshad@yahoo.com

Mr. Syed Hasan Raza
Director
M/S Neelum Seeds
10-Gardezi Colony Mall Road
Multan, Punjab 
Pakistan
Telf: (92-65) 221-2032/33
Fax: (92-65) 221-2031
Email: neelumseed@yahoo.com

Mr. Muhammad Awais Tariq
Marketing Head
Tex Link
100-Neelum Street Vehari Road 
Multan, Punjab 
Pakistan
Telf: (92) 30087-36444
Fax: (92-61) 423-0017
Email: marketing.texlink@gmail.com

Poland
Mr. Mieczyslaw Nogaj
Director
Ministry of Economy
Trade Policy Department
3/5 Plac Trzech Krzyzy
Warszawa, 00-507
Poland
Telf: (48-22) 693-5817
Fax: (48-22) 693-4018
Email: sekretariatdph@mg.gov.pl

Mr. Zbigniew Cekus
Cottonex Anstalt
17 Pulawska St.

Europlex Building
Warszawa, 02-515
Poland
Telf: (48-22) 852-8300
Fax: (48-22) 852-8310
Email: cekus@cottonex.com.pl

Mr. Iwona Frydrych
Professor
Technical University of Lodz
116, Zeromskiego St.
Lodz, 90-924
Poland
Telf: (48-42) 631-3321
Fax: (48-42) 631-3320
Email: iwona.frydrych@p.lodz.pl

Mr. Artur Gacek
President
Polontex SA
25/35 Rejtana St.
Czestochowa, 42-200
Poland
Telf: (48-34) 369-2000
Fax: (48-34) 363-2851
Email: polontex@sa.polontex.com.pl

Mr. Jacek Jakubiak
Cotton House Jakubiak Sp.J.
27/29, Sterlinga St.
Lodz, 90-212
Poland
Telf: (48-42) 253-6500
Fax: (48-42) 253-6504
Email: jacek@jakubiak.com.pl

Mr. Alois Schoenberger
President
Cottonex Anstalt
17, Pulawska St. 
Europlex Building
Warszawa, 02-515
Poland
Telf: (48-22) 852-8300
Email: schonberger@cottonex.com.pl

South Africa
H.E. Tina Joemat-Pettersson
Minister
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 319-7319
Fax: (27-12) 321-8558
Email: Minister@daff.gov.za

Dr. Martie Botha
Training Coordinator
Cotton SA
PO Box 912232
Silverton, Pretoria 0127
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 804-7605
Fax: (27-12) 804-8616
Email: martie_b@absamail.co.za

Dr. Eugene Brock
Former Chairperson
Cotton SA Trust
PO Box 912232
Silverton, Pretoria 0127
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 804-1463
Email: genie@iafrica.com

Mr. Hennie Bruwer
CEO
Cotton SA
PO Box 912232
Silverton, Pretoria 0127
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 804-1463
Fax: (27-12) 804-8647
Email: henniebruwer@cottonsa.org.za

Mr. Thabo Chauke
Department of Trade and Industry
Private Bag X84
Pretoria
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 394-3053
Fax: (27-12) 394-4053
Email: JChauke@thedti.gov.za

Mr. Estelle Coskey
Receptionist
Cotton SA
PO Box 912232
Silverton, Pretoria 0127
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 804-1463
Fax: (27-120 804-8616
Email: estelle@cottonsa.org.za

Mr. Joseph Foli
Deputy Manager
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Embangeni
South Africa

Mr. Steve Galane
Director
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3197960
Fax: (27-12) 3232516
Email: dais@daff.gov.za

Mr. Mzwandile Govuza
Director
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3197937
Fax: (27-12) 3196778
Email: dss@daff.gov.za

Ms. Nombulelo Gqalane
Farmer
Private Bag X 5018
Kimberly
South Africa
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Telf: (27-53) 839-7808
Email: eramafoko@agrikim.ncape.gov.za

Mr. Phenias Gumede
Farmer, Vice Chairman
Cotton SA
Private Bag X5059
Pietermaritzburg
South Africa
Telf: (27-33) 3559100
Email: dlaminipr@dae.kzntl.gov.za

Mr. Andile Hawes
Deputy Director General
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3197215
Email: ddgprm@daff.gov.za

Mr. Xhanti Jikwana
Business Developer 
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3198151
Fax: (27-12) 3198132
Email: XhantiJ@daff.gov.za

Dr. Andre Jooste
National Agricultural Marketing Council
Private Bag X935
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 400-9742
Email: andre@namc.co.za

Prof. Mohammed Karaan
Dean, Faculty of Agriculture
University of Stellenbosch
Private Bag X1
Cape Town, Matieland 
South Africa
Telf: (27-21) 808-9111
Email: asmk@sun.ac.za

Ms. Moroamoche Kekana
Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 6933
Marblehall, Polokwane 
South Africa
Telf: (27-13) -2611360
Email: KgopaM@agric.limpopo.gov.za

Mr. Samuel Kgatla
Industrial Technician
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 319-7181
Email: SamuelK@daff.gov.za

Mr. Godwin Khorommbi
Department of Agriculture
Private Bag X9487
Polokwane, Limpopo 

South Africa
Telf: (27-15) 2943000
Email: khorommbin@gmail.com

Mr. Gert Klindt
Senior Quality Control Manager
Cotton SA
PO Box 912232
Silverton, Pretoria 0127
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 804-1463
Fax: (27-12) 804-8616
Email: gert@cottonsa.org.za

Mr. Peter Komane
Implementation Manager: Cotton Strategy
Cotton SA
PO Box 912232
Silverton, Pretoria 0127
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 804-1463
Fax: (27-12) 804-8616
Email: peter.cottonsa@vodamail.co.za

Ms. Esther Kujane
Information Analyst
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3198281
Fax: (27-12) 3198132
Email: EstherK@daff.gov.za

Ms. Joanna Lanecki
Assistant Director
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3198013
Fax: (27-12) 3198001
Email: JoannaL@daff.gov.za

Mr. Koot Louw
Secretary
Cotton SA
PO Box 912232
Silverton, Pretoria 0127
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 804-1463
Fax: (27-12) 804-8616
Email: kootlouw@cottonsa.org.za

Mr. Percy Macaskill
Mentorship Coordinator
Cotton SA
PO Box 912232
Silverton, Pretoria 0127
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 804-1463
Fax: (27-12) 804-8616
Email: perskevel@gmail.com

Mr. Lawrence Malinga
Researcher
ARC-IIC
Entomology Department
Private Bag X82075

Rusterburg, 0300
South Africa
Telf: (27-14) 536-3150
Fax: (27-14) 536-3113
Email: lawrence@arc.agric.za

Mr. Joseph Maraba
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 319-8149
Fax: (27-12) 319-8132
Email: JosephMar@daff.gov.za

Mr. Ratombo Masala
Business Developer
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3195147
Fax: (27-12) 3198132
Email: RatomboM@daff.gov.za

Ms. Nomiso Mashalaba
Assistant Director
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 319 7875
Fax: (27-12) 3251042
Email: NomisoM@daff.gov.za

Mr. Phindulo Mashau
Departmern of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies
Gelina
South Africa
Email: phndulom@daff.gov.za

Mr. Andries Masombuka
Business Developer
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3198159
Fax: (27-12) 3198132
Email: AndriesM@daff.gov.za

Mr. Sibongile Maswanganyi
Deputy Manager
Limpopo Agriculture
P.O. Box 9487
Polokwane, 27
South Africa
Telf: (27-15) 294-3616
Fax: (27) 105 294 4515
Email: MaswanganyiSG@agric.limpopo.gov.za

Mrs Purity Mbalizethy
Agricultural Technician
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Embangeni
South Africa
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Dr. Siphiwe Mkhize
Minister Counselor (Agriculture)
Embassy of South Africa
3051 Massachusetts Ave. NW
Washington, DC 20008
USA
Telf: (202) 413-5591
Fax: (202) 363-8620
Email: smkhize@saembassy.org

Mr. Victor Mncube
Acting Department Tranport Officer
Departmern of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies
Pretoria
South Africa
Email: victorm@daff.gov.za

Mr. Jackson Mogodi
Intern
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3198155
Fax: (27-12) 3198132
Email: JacksonM@daff.gov.za

Mr. Walter Mokgobu
Plant Production Officer
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3196206
Fax: (27-12) 31966353
Email: WalterMo@daff.gov.za

Mr. Madime Mokoena
Director
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3198459
Fax: (27-12) 3198132
Email: dbed@daff.gov.za

Mr. Lebogang Moloko
Communication Officer
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3196704
Fax: (27-12) 3196852
Email: LebogangMo@daff.gov.za

Mr. Simon Molope
Small-Scale Farmer Coordinator
ARC-IIC
Public Relations
Private Bag X82075
Rustenburg, 0300
South Africa
Telf: (27-14) 536-3150
Fax: (27-14) 536-3113
Email: molopes@arc.agric.za

Mr. Malekapele Monakedi
Agricultural Technician
Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 9487
Polokwane
South Africa
Telf: (27-15) 294-3616
Email: MishiyiSG@gric.limpopo.gov.za

Mr. Kagiso Moncho
Department of Agriculture
Private Bag X5018
Kimberly
South Africa
Telf: (27-53) 839-7808
Fax: 
Email: eramafoko@agrikim.ncape.gov.za

Mr. Phil Monday
Agronomist
Cotton SA / Organic Exchange
PO Box 912232
Silverton, Pretoria 0127
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 804-1463
Fax: (27-12) 804-8616
Email: phil@organicexchange.org

Ms. Maliga Moodley
Deputy Director
Department of Agriculture, Fisheries and Forestry
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3198154
Fax: (27-12) 3198132
Email: maligam@daff.gov.za

Mr. Billy Morokolo
Acting Deputy Director General
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3198131
Email: ddglebd@daff.gov.za

Mr. Douglas Mosese
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 319-8072
Email: DouglasM@daff.gov.za

Mr. Kemoneilwe Mosiane
Department of Agriculture
Private Bag X2039
Mafikeng
South Africa
Telf: (27-18) 389-5146
Email: akmosiane@nwpg.gov.za

Ms. Ntombikayise Msimang
Co-Managing Director
National Agricultural Marketing Council
131 Elevation, Midrand
Johannesburg, Gauteng 
South Africa

Telf: (27-11) 314-1173
Fax: 
Email: ntombi@noirconsulting.co.za

Ms. Tshifhiwa Mutoti
Intern
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3198146
Fax: (27-12) 3198132
Email: TshifhiwaMu@daff.gov.za

Mr. Ramatsedi Napo
Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 6933
Marblehall, Limpopo 
South Africa
Telf: (27-13) 2611-360
Email: ttrn@webmail.co.za

Mrs. Adele Naude
Personal Assistant
Cotton SA
Val de Grace X10
Pretoria, Gauteng
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 8041642
Email: adele@cottonsa.org.za

Ms. Marmello Nisihlele
Departmern of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies
Pretoria
South Africa
Email: marmellon@daff.gov.za

Mr. Hugo Pienaar
University of Stellenbosch 
Private Bag X1
Cape Town, Matieland, 7602 
South Africa
Telf: (27-21) 887-2810
Email: hugo@sun.ac.za

Mrs. Mathilda Pretorius
Researcher
ARC-IIC
Agronomy Department
Private Bag X82075
Rustenburg, 0300
South Africa
Telf: (27-14) 536-3150
Fax: (27-14) 536-3113
Email: tillap@arc.agric.za

Ms. Ronika Ramanand
Assitant Director
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3196962
Fax: (27-12) 3251042
Email: RonikaR@daff.gov.za

Mr. Thabo Ramashala
Director
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Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3196072
Fax: (27-12) 3196372
Email: dpp@daff.gov.za

Mr. Stan Rudman
Chairperson
SA Cotton Ginner’s Association
P.O. Box 1018
Hartswater, 8570
South Africa
Telf: (27-83) 230-5342
Fax: (27-53) 456-0404
Email: stan.vhcotton@lantic.net

Mr. Hein Schroder 
Quality Control Manager
Cotton SA
PO Box 912232
Silverton, Pretoria 0127
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 804-1463
Fax: (27-18) 804-8616
Email: quality@cottonsa.org.za

Mr. Edgar Sebei 
Department of Agriculture
P. O. Box 6933
Marblehall, Polokwane 
South Africa
Telf: (27-13) 26611360
Email: edgarsebei@yahoo.com

Ms. Tsotso Sehoole
Chief Operations Officer 
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3196042
Email: cco@daff.gov.za

Mrs Maria Sekgobela
Acting Director
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Asriplace - Pretoria
South Africa

Ms. Lindiwe Sibeko
Business Developer
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3198152
Fax: (27-12) 3198132
Email: lindiwes@daff.gov.za

Ms. Hlezikamice Sithole
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Embangeni
South Africa

Ms. Pauline Skhosana
Senior Admin Officer
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries

Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3198142
Fax: (27-12) 3198132
Email: PaulineS@daff.gov.za

Mr. Japie Smit
Assistant Director
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3198158
Fax: (27-12) 3198132
Email: JapieS@daff.gov.za

Mr. Malaza Sonnyboy
Plant Production Officer
Departmern of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisher-
ies
Pretoria
South Africa
Email: sonnyboym@nda.agric.za

Mr. Morne Steffen
Assistant Director
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3197338
Fax: (27-12) 3196305
Email: MorneS@daff.gov.za

Ms. Sebuki Thabang
Agricultural Scientist
Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 6933
Polokwane, Limpopo 
South Africa
Telf: (27-15) 294-3616
Email: MishiyiSG@agric.limpopo.gov.za

Mr. Mulalo Thina
Intern
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3197912
Fax: (27-12) 3251042
Email: MulaloT@nda.agric.za

Ms. Vangile Titi
Deputy Director General
Department of Agriculture, Foresty and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 319-7290
Fax: (27-12) 319-7939
Email: ddgssp@daff.gov.za

Ms. Rebecca Tlhabane
Deputy Director
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 

South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3197337
Fax: (27-12) 3196943
Email: RebeccaT@daff.gov.za

Mr. Thataeng Totwe
Department of Agriculture
P.O. Box 937
Mafikeng, North West 
South Africa
Telf: (27-53) 994-1816
Email: ttotwe@nwpg.gov.za

Mr. Khakhu Tshikolomo
Department of Agriculture
Private Bag X9487
Polokwane, Limpopo 
South Africa
Telf: (27-15) 2943000
Email: Tshikolomoka@agric.limpopo.gov.za

Ms. Mpho Tshiovhe
Intern
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria, Gauteng 
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3198144
Fax: (27-12) 3198132
Email: MphoT@daff.gov.za

Mr. Theo van Rooyen
Manager
Department of Agriculture and Environmental 
Affairs
Private Bag X5059
Pietermaritzburg
South Africa
Telf: (27-33) -3559632
Fax: (27-33) 3559113
Email: vanrooyent@dae.kzntl.gov.za

Mr. Jaun Venter
Security Officer
Department of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries
Private Bag X250
Pretoria
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 3197338
Email: JuanV@daff.gov.za

Mr. Leonard Venter
Chairperson
Cotton SA
PO Box 912232
Silverton, Pretoria 0127
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 804-1463
Fax: (27-12) 804-8616
Email: lonav@vodamail.co.za

Sudan
Mr. Abas Abdelbagi Hamd
Chairman of Board of Directors
The Sudan Cotton Co. Ltd.
P.O. Box 1672
Khartoum
Sudan
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Telf: (249-183) 771-567
Fax: (249-183) 770-703
Email: sccl@sudanmail.net.sd

Mr. Elfadil Abderahman Babikir
Cotton National Coordinator
Agriculture Cotton Research
P.O. Box 126
Medani
Sudan
Telf: (249) 9125-30525
Fax: (249-511) 833-0190

Mr. Salaheldien Osman Hussein
A.D. General Manager for Inv.
The Sudan Cotton Co. Ltd.
P.O. Box 1672
Khartoum
Sudan
Telf: (249-183) 771-567
Fax: (249-183) 770-703
Email: sccl@sudanmail.net.sd

Switzerland
H.E. Rudolf Baerfuss
Ambassador
Embassy of Switzerland
PO Box 2508
Brooklyn Square
Pretoria
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 452-0660
Fax: (27-12) 346-6605
Email: rudolf.baerfuss@eda.admin.ch

Mr. Jens Soth
Technical Advisor
Helvetas Organic Cotton Center
Coordination of Research
Wienbergstrasse 22a
Zurich, 8021
Switzerland
Telf: (41-44) 368-6536
Email: jens.soth@helvetas.org

Tanzania
Dr. Festus Bulugu Limbu
Chairman, Board of Directors
Tanzania Cotton Board
Pamba House, Garden Avenue
Box 9161
Dar es Salaam
Tanzania
Telf: (255-757) 491-940
Fax: (255-22) 211-2894
Email: dewji@tancotton.co.tz

Dr. Joe Kabissa
Director General
Tanzania Cotton Board
Pamba House, Garden Ave
P.O. Box 9161
Dar es Salaam
Tanzania
Telf: (255-754) 375-898
Fax: (255-22) 211-2894
Email: joekabissa@yahoo.co.uk

Mr. Furaha Mrosso
Agricultural Research Officer
Ilonga Research Institute
Ilonga, Kilosa
Morogoro
Tanzania
Telf: (255-784) 739-181
Fax: (255-22) 211-2894
Email: furahamrosso@yahoo.com

Mr. Marco Charles Mtunga
Director of Regulatory Services
Tanzania Cotton Board
Pamba House, Garden Ave
P.O. Box 9161
Dar es Salaam
Tanzania
Telf: (255) 7546-92975
Fax: (255-22) 211-2894
Email: mtungam@yahoo.com

Mrs. Lily Munanka
Minister Plenipotentiary, Head of Chancery
Embassy of Tanzania
2139 R Street, NW
Washington, DC 23008
USA
Telf: (202) 884-1091
Fax: (202) 797-7408
Email: ubalozi@tanzaniaembassy-us.org

Mr. Dominic Mwakangale
Head of Testing & Calibration
Tanzania Bureau of Standards
P.O. Box 9524
Dar es Salaam
Tanzania
Telf: (255-22) 245-0298

Ms. Octavina Ramadhani
Agricultural Research Officer
Research and Training Institute, Lake Zone
Head of Cotton Research
P.O. Box 1434
Ukiriguru, Mwanza
Tanzania
Telf: (255-754) 460-255
Fax: (255-28) 250-1079
Email: lzardiukiriguru@yahoo.com

Turkey
Mr. I. Cumhur Isbirakmaz
Head of Textile and Apparel Department
Undersecretariat of Foreign Trade
Export Department
Inonu Bulvari No:36 Emek
Cankaya, Ankara
Turkey
Telf: (90-312) 212-9874
Email: isbirakmazc@dtm.gov.tr

Mr. Fatih Dogan
Vice President
Mediterranean Textile and Raw Material Export-
ers Union
Akib Uray Cad. Turan Ishani KAT.4
Adana, 01120
Turkey

Telf: (90-322) 458-4395
Fax: (90-322) 453-5286
Email: fatih@aritarim.com.tr

Mr. M. Bora Gazanfer
Student
Ege University
Turkey

Mr. Sebahattin Gazanfer
Advisor
All Textiles and Raw Materials Exporters’ As-
sociations
Joint Board
Atatürk Cad.No.382 Alsancak
Izmir, 35220
Turkey
Telf: (90-232) 488-6000
Fax: (90-232) 488-6100
Email: eib@egebirlik.org.tr

Mr. Aliriza Hssoglu
President
Mediterranean Textile & Raw Material Exporters 
Union
Birlik Mensucat Industrial Zone
Kayseri
Turkey
Telf: (90-352) 322-1277
Fax: (90-352) 322-1270
Email: coordinator@soley.com.tr

Mr. Baris Kocagoz
Vice Chairman
Izmir Mercantile Exchange
Board of Directors
Gazi Bulvari No:2 Konak
Izmir
Turkey
Telf: (90-232) 483-4348
Email: baris.kocagoz@abkenerji.com

Mr. Yuksel Kucukay
Division Manager
Ministry of Agriculture
Agricultural Production and Development
Eskishir yolu 9.km Lodumlu
Ankara
Turkey
Telf: (90-312) 286-5564
Fax: (90-312) 286-6442
Email: yuksel.kucukay@tarim.gov.tr

Mr. Umit Bayram Kutlu
Head of Department
Ministry of Agriculture
Agricultural Production and Development
Eskisehir Yolu 9. Km Lodumlu 
Ankara
Turkey
Telf: (90-312) 286-0550
Fax: (90-312) 286-6442
Email: umit.kutlu@tarim.gov.tr

Mrs. Cigdem Onsal
Director
Aegean Exporters’ Associations
Textiles /Apparel /Leather & Leather Products
Ataturk Cad.No.382 Alsancak
Izmir, 35220
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Turkey
Telf: (90-232) 488-6040
Fax: (90-232) 488-6106
Email: c.onsal@egebirlik.org.tr

Dr. Fatma Sarsu
Director of Division
Ministry of Agriculture and Rural Affairs 
General Directorate of Agricultural Research
Istanbul Yolu Uzeri Bagdat Caddesi No:38
PK 51 06171 Yenimalle
Ankara
Turkey
Telf: (90-312) 327-3678
Fax: (90-312) 315-2698
Email: fsarsu@tagem.gov.tr

Mr. Tuncay Sonmez
Chief Controller
Ministry of Industry and Trade
Eskiehiryolu 7. Km
Kat: 4
Ankara
Turkey
Telf: (90-312) 219-6312
Fax: (90-312) 219-6394
Email: tuncay.sonmez@sanayi.gov.tr

Mr. Tolga Uskuc
Izmir Mercantile Exchange
Board of Directors
Gazi Bulvari No:2 Konak
Izmir
Turkey
Telf: (90-232) 483-4348
Fax: 
Email: arga@itb.org.tr

Uganda
Mrs. Jolly Sabune
Managing Director
Cotton Development Organisation
P.O. Box 7018
Kampala
Uganda
Telf: (256-414) 236-394
Fax: (256-414) 232-975
Email: cdo@africaonline.com

Dr. Peter John Esele
Chairman
Cotton Development Organisation
P.O. Box 7018
Kampala
Uganda
Telf: (256-414) 236-394
Fax: (256-414) 232-975
Email: cdo@africaonline.co.ug

Dr. Lastus K. Serunjogi
Cotton Breeder
Cotton Development Organisation
P.O. Box 7018
Kampala
Uganda
Telf: (256-414) 236-394
Email: cdo@africaonline.co.ug

United States
Mr. Patrick Packnett
Asst. Deputy Administrator
Foreign Agricultural Service
USDA
1400 Independence Ave. SW, Stop 1050
Washington, DC 20250-1050
USA
Telf: (202) 720-1590
Fax: (202) 690-0727
Email: patrick.packnett@fas.usda.gov

Dr. Dirk Esterhuizen
Agricultural Specialist
Embassy of the USA
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Agricultural Affairs Office
877 Pretorius Street
Arcadia, Pretoria, 0001
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 431-4266
Email: dirk.esterhuizen@fas.usda.gov

Mr. Neal P. Gillen
ICAC Representative to UNCITRAL
General Counselor
American Cotton Shippers Association
1701 K Street, NW, Suite 200
Washington, DC 20006
USA
Telf: (202) 296-7116
Fax: (202) 659-5322
Email: acsagillen@aol.com

Mr. James Knowlton
Chief
USDA, AMS, Cotton Division
Standardization & Engineering Branch
3275 Appling Road
Memphis, TN 38133
USA
Telf: (901) 384-3030
Email: james.knowlton@ams.usda.gov

Dr. Mark Lange
President & CEO
National Cotton Council
7193 Goodlett FarMs. Parkway
P.O. Box 2995
Cordova, TN 38016
USA
Telf: (901) 274-9030
Fax: (901) 725-0510
Email: lstepp@cotton.org

Dr. Bill Norman
Vice-President
National Cotton Council of America
Technical Services
7193 Goodlett FarMs. Parkway
Cordova, TN 38016
USA
Telf: (901) 274-9030
Fax: 
Email: bnorman@cotton.org

Dr. Patricia O’Leary
Senior Director
Cotton Incorporated

Agricultural Research
6399 Weston Parkway
Cary, North Carolina 27513
USA
Telf: (919) 678-2366
Fax: (919) 678-2233
Email: poleary@cottoninc.com

Mr. Scott Sindelar
Minister Counselor
Embassy of the USA
U.S. Department of Agriculture
Agricultural Affairs Office
877 Pretorius Street
Arcadia
Pretoria, 0001
South Africa
Telf: (27-12) 431-4057
Email: scott.sindelar@fas.usda.gov

Mr. Allen Terhaar
Executive Director
Cotton Council International
1521 New Hampshire Ave. NW
Washington, DC 200036
USA
Telf: (202) 745-7805
Fax: (202) 483-4040
Email: aterhaar@cotton.org

Uzbekistan
Mr. Kamoliddin Nuritdinov
Head of Directorate
Ministry of Foreign Economic Relations, Invest-
ments & Trade 
Tashkent, Shevchenko Street 1
Tashkent, 100029
Uzbekistan
Telf: (998-71) 238-5060
Fax: (998-71) 238-5200
Email: kamol.nuritdinov@mfer.uz

Mr. Nodirjon Kasimov
Deputy Chairman of the Board 
State Joint Stock Foreign Trade Company 
“O`zmarkazimpeks”
Ministry for Foreign Economic Relations, Invest-
ments & Trade 
Tashkent, Mustakillik Avenue 109
Tashkent, 100077
Uzbekistan
Telf: (998-71) 238-5305
Fax: (998-71) 238-5318
Email: nadir@uzmarkazimpex.com

Zambia
Ms. Mary Chipili
Director of Agriculture
Ministry of Agriculture and Cooperative
P. O. Box 50291
Lusaka
Zambia
Telf: 252-029770-3833

Dr. Malik Khokhar
IPM Specialist
Cotton Development Trust
P. O. Box 670057
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Mazabuka
Zambia
Telf: (260-96) 770-3833
Email: malikkhokhar@gmail.com

Mr. Joseph Nkole
Secretary
Cotton Board of Zambia
P.O. Box 33734
Lusaka
Zambia
Email: josephnkole@cotton.org.zm

Zimbabwe
Mr. Happymore Mapara
Group Chief Executive
Aico Africa Ltd.
1 Lytton Road, Workington
P.O. Box 2697
Harare
Zimbabwe
Telf: (263-4) 707-785
Fax: (263-4) 753-854
Email: hmapara@aicoafrica.com

Mr. Hazel Magumse
Government Official
Ministry of Industry & Commerce
Privatye Bag 7709
Harare
Zimbabwe
Email: hmagumise@yahoo.co-uk

Mr. Trevor Wicks
Director
The Cotton Company of Zimbabwe Ltd.
Ginning and Marketing Deptarment
1 Lytton Road, Workington
P.O. Box 2697
Harare
Zimbabwe
Telf: (263-4) 707-785
Fax: (263-4) 753-854
Email: twicks@cottco.co.zw

Observer Member Countries

Brazil
Mr. Ronaldo Limberte
President
Fundation Goias
Rua 147, 442
Setor Marista
Goiania, Goias 74170100
Brazil
Telf: (55-65) 324-10404
Fax: (55-65) 302-34242
Email: carol@elitetravel.com.br

Mr. Angelo Munari
Conselho Fiscal 
AMIPA
Rua Major Gote, 585
Uberlândia, Minas Gerais 38.702-054
Brazil
Telf: (55-34) 3821-5828

Fax: (55-34) 3821-5828
Email: amipa@amipa.com.br

Mr. Andreas Peeters
Manager
FIALGO
Rua 147, 442
Setor Marista
Goiania, Goias 74170100
Brazil
Telf: (55-65) 8111-7808
Fax: (55-62) 3241-0404
Email: carol@elitetravel.com.br

Mr. Paul Cesar Peixoto
Manager
FIALGO
Rua 147, 442
Setor Marista
Goiania, Goias 74170100
Brazil
Telf: (55-65) 8111-7808
Fax: (55-65) 3241-0404
Email: carol@elitetravel.com.br

Mr. Christopher Ward
Agri-Consultant
Av. Sagrada Familia, 518
Villa Aurora, CEP 78-740-135
Rondonopolis, MT 
Brazil
Telf: (55-66) 3422-6235
Email: cb.ward@terra.com.br

Egypt
Mr. Tharwat El Miniawy
Chairman
CATGO
66 Horreia Ave.
Alexandria
Egypt
Telf: (2-03) 485-6084
Fax: (2-03) 485-6084
Email: info@catgo.gov.eg

Mr. Ahmed Elbosaty
Chairman & Managing Director
Modern Nile Cotton Co.
68, Gameat Al Dowal Al Arbia 
Mohandeseen
Giza, 12311
Egypt
Telf: (20-23) 336-1516
Fax: (20-23) 336-1481
Email: elbosaty@modernnile.com

Mr. Ahmed Elhami
Commercial Director
Modern Nile Cotton Co.
68, Gameat Al Dowal Al Arabia Street
Mohandeseen
Giza, 12311
Egypt
Telf: (20-23) 336-1516
Fax: (20-23) 336-1481
Email: elhami@modernnile.com

Dr. Ahmed Moustafa Ali
Chairman & Managing Director
Eastern Cotton Company
Borg El Saghr Building, Safia
Alexandria
Egypt
Telf: (20-3) 393-8099
Fax: (20-3) 494-6401
Email: eastern_cotton@dataxprs.com.eg

France
Mr. Gérald Estur
Consultant
La Baudellerie
Marcé-sur-Esves, 37160
France
Telf: (33-24) 792-9708
Email: gmpestur@aol.com

Mr. Ibrahim Malloum
Commercial Cotton Director
Somdiaa
39 rue Jean-Jacques Rousseau
Paris
France
Telf: (33-1) 4039-5542
Fax: (33-1) 4039-5562
Email: imalloum@somdiaa.jlv.com

M Hubert Tollin
Transit Manager
Bollore Africa Logistics
SAGA
Tour Bolloré - 31/32 quai de Dion Bouton
Puteaux Cedex, 92811
France
Telf: (33-146) 96-44-54
Fax: (33-146) 96-40-43
Email: hubert.tollin@bollore.com

India
Mr. Amit Agarwal
Executive Director
Amit Cottons Pvt Ltd.
Plot No. 266 A/B, MLA Colony
Road No 12, Banjara Hills
Hyderabad, AP 500034
India
Telf: (91-40) 4005-8125
Fax: (91-40) 2339-3559
Email: amit@amitcottons.in

Mr. Vinod Kumar Agarwal
Managing Director
Amit Cottons Pvt Ltd.
Plot No. 266 A/B, MLA Colony,
Road No 12, Banjara Hills
Hyderabad, AP 500034
India
Telf: (91-40) 400-58125
Fax: (91-40) 233-93559
Email: amit@amitcottons.in

Dr. Keshav Raj Kranthi
Director
Central Institute for Cotton Research
Crop Protection
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PB. No 2, Shankarnagar PO, Nagpur
Panjri Fram, Wardha Road
Nagpur, Maharashtra 440 010
India
Fax: (91-710) 327-5529
Email: krkranthi@gmail.com

Dr. Abdul Jabbar Q Shaikh
Principal Scientist & Head
Central Institute for Research on Cotton Technol-
ogy
Transfer of Tecnology Division
Matunga
Mumbai, 400019
India
Telf: (91-22) 2412-7273
Fax: (91-22) 2413-0835
Email: shaikhaj@rediffmail.com

Kenya
Mr. Rajeev Arora
Executive Director
ACTIF
Hevea Park, Lower Kabete Rd
PO Box 1555
Nairobi, 00606
Kenya
Telf: (254-02) 374-8211
Fax: (254-02) 374-8411
Email: arora.r@actifafrica.com

Mr. Jas Bedi
Chairman
ACTIF
Hevea Park, Lower Kabete Rd
PO Box 1555
Nairobi, 00606
Kenya
Telf: (254-02) 374-8211
Fax: (254-02) 374-8411

Mr. Barry Fisher
Cotton/Textiles Specialist
COMPETE
P.O. Box 1555-00606
Nairobi
Kenya
Telf: (254) 733-411706
Fax: (254-20) 421-2271
Email: bfisher@competeafrica.org

Mr. Kenneth Kambona
Regional Agricultural Trade and Policy Advisor
USAID/East Africa
P.O. Box 629
00621 Village Market
Nairobi
Kenya
Telf: (254-20) 862-2680
Email: kkambona@usaid.gov

Mali
Dr. Sarah Gavian
Chief-of-Party
WACIP
West African Cotton Improvement Program
An International Center for Soil Fertility 
& Agricultural Development (IFDC)

BP E 103, Bamako
Mali
Telf: (223) 7895-2888
Email: sgavian@ifdc.org

Netherlands
Mr. Herman Lantinb
CEO
ETC Constultant India Pvt. Ltd.
Kerkstraat 38
Randwyk
Netherlands

South Africa
Ms. Yulia Bergevoet
University of Technology
49 Milton road, Schoonmill
Cape Town
South Africa
Telf: (27-76) 139-8902
Email: yulia_bergevoet@hotmail.com

Mr. Michael Bester
Security Services
Private Bag 5015
Stellentbosch
South Africa

Mr. Thembitshe Buthelezi
Farmer
Private Bag X5059
Pietermaritzburg
South Africa
Telf: (27-33) 3559100
Email: dlaminipr@dae.kzntl.gov.za

Ms. Clara Chariwa
Export Manager Assitance
Joshua One Nine
Cape Town
South Africa

Ms. Denene Erasmus
Journalist
Farmer’s Weekly
Cape Town
South Africa

Mr. Mark Euston-Brown
Member
Markeniki Trading House
Cape Town
South Africa

Mr. Ntonrbozuko Gewabe
Security Services
Private Bag 5015
Stellentbosch
South Africa

Mr. Adam Gross
Head Of Strategy
Bourse Africa Limited
Fairways Office Park
Gleneagles Building
52 Grosvenor Road
Bryanston
South Africa

Telf: (27-11) 706-2011
Fax: (27-11) 463-3947
Email: adam.gross@bourseafrica.com

Ms. Mmathapelo Jankies
Farmer
Private Bag X5018
Kimberly, Northern Cape 
South Africa
Telf: (27-53) 839-79780
Email: eramafoko@agrikim.ncape.gov.za

Mr. Jack Kipling
CEO
Clotrade
6 Hawthorn Den Road
Kennilworth
Cape Town, 7800
South Africa
Telf: (27-21) 761-6421
Email: jack@clotrade.co.za

Mr. Andries Kuhn
Farmer
Cotton SA
South Africa

Mr. Cornelius Lata
Farmer
Private Bag X5018
Kimberly, Northern Cape 
South Africa
Telf: (27-53) 839-7808
Email: eramafoko@agrikim.ncape.gov.za

Mr. Nonofo Letlogela
Farmer
Box 937, Hartswater
Mafikeng, North West 
South Africa
Telf: +27-53-9941816
Email: ttotwe@nwpg.gov.za

Ms. Ntombifuthi Mabika
Farmer
Private Bag X5059
Pietermaritzburg
South Africa
Telf: (27-33) 3559100
Email: dlaminipr@dae.kzn.gov.za

Mr. Solomon Magwane
Farmer
Box 937, Hartswater
Mafikeng, North West 
South Africa
Telf: (27-53) 994-1816
Email: ttotwe@nwpg.gov.za

Mr. Mabuti Malapela
Farmer
P.O. Box 9487
Polokwane, Limpopo 
South Africa
Telf: (27-15) 294-3616
Email: MishiyiSG@agric.limpopo.gov.za

Mr. Khambi Malela
Farmer
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P.O. Box 9487
Polokwane
South Africa
Telf: (27-15) 294-3616
Email: MishiyiSG@agric.limpopo.gov.za

Mr. Komane Mamaganyane
Farmer
P.O. Box 9487
Limpopo
South Africa
Telf: (27-15) 294-3616
Email: MishiyiSG@agric.limpopo.gov.za

Ms. Kelebogile Martins
Farmer
Private Bag X5018
Kimberly, Northern Cape 
South Africa
Telf: (27-53) 839-7808
Email: eramafoko@agrikim.ncape.gov.za

Mr. Benard Mathenjwa
Farmer
Private Bag X9059
Pietermaritzburg
South Africa
Telf: (27-33) 3559122
Email: dlaminipr@dae.kzntl.gov.za

Ms. Rosina Mmokwa
Farmer
Private Bag X5018
Kimberly, Northern Cape 
South Africa
Telf: (27-53) 979-7808
Email: eramafoko@agrikim.ncape.gov.za

Mr. Baiketli Modise
Farmer
Private Bag X2039
Mafikeng
South Africa
Telf: (27-14) 553-2137
Email: akmosiane@nwpg.gov.za

Mr. Mbango Mpontshane
Farmer
Private Bag X9059
Pietermaritzburg
South Africa
Telf: (27-33) 3559100
Email: dlaminipr@dae.kzntl.gov.za

Ms. Thandiwe Myeni
Farmer
Private Bag X5059
Pietermaritzburg
South Africa
Telf: (27-33) 3559100
Email: dlaminipr@dae.kzntl.gov.za

Ms. Thandi Ngobeni
Farmer
P.O. Box 9487
Polokwane
South Africa
Telf: (27-15) 294-3616
Email: MaswanganyiSG@agric.limpopo.gov.za

Ms. Thandazile Ntanzi
Farmer
Private Bag X5059
Pietermaritzburg
South Africa
Telf: (27-33) 3559100
Email: dlaminipr@dae.kzntl.gov.za

Mr. James Ntinzane
Security Services
Private Bag 5015
Stellentbosch
South Africa

Mr. Rennel Pillay
Sales Consultant
Branson Marketing 
15 Rana Road, Isipingo Rail
Durban
South Africa
Telf: (27-31) 902-4507 
Fax: (27-31) 902-5001
Email: rennel@branson.co.za

Mr. Girish Raipuria
Head of Operations
Bourse Africa Limited
Fairways Office Park, Gleneagles Building
52 Grosvenor Road
Bryanston
South Africa
Telf: (27-11) 706-2011
Fax: (27-11) 463-3947
Email: girish.raipuria@bourseafrica.com

Mr. Heinrich Schultz
Managing Director
OrganicMark
South Africa

Mr. Mkhululi Silandela
Manager Certifications
Control Unicon
P.O. Box 60933
Cape Town
South Africa

Mr. Zamani Sokhupha
Farmer
P.O. Box 937
Mafikeng, North West 
South Africa
Telf: (27-53) 994-1816
Email: ttotwe@nwpg.gov.za

Mr. Mes Van Wyk
Manager
Jollipops for Life
Cape Town
South Africa

Mr. Hansie Willemse
Chairman
SACPO
PO Box 912232
Silverton, Pretoria 0127
South Africa
Telf: (27-15) 533-3016

Fax: (27-15) 533-3019
Email: aline@hanaline.co.za

Spain
Mr. Sean Ansett
Managing Partner
At Stake Advisors
Calle San Mateo 18 3C
Madrid
Spain
Telf: (34) 6677-24385
Email: sean@atstakeadvisors.com

Switzerland
Mrs. Mojgan Khamsy
Managing Director
Linado International S.A.
Cotton Dept
11 Place St. Martin
P.O. Box 1245
Nyon, Vaud 1260
Switzerland
Telf: (41-22) 362-7307
Fax: (41-22) 362-7306
Email: linado@bluewin.ch

Mr. Raymond Neuschwander
Paul Reinhart AG
P.O. Box 2259
Winterthur, 8400
Switzerland
Telf: (41-52) 264-8243
Email: r.neuschwander@reinhart.ch

Turkey
Mr. Cornelis Maris
Director
Mavideniz Group
Camlica Koyu
Izmir
Turkey
Telf: (90-532) 332-9944
Email: keesmaris@yahoo.com

United States
Dr. Bama Athreya
Executive Director
International Labor Rights Forum
2001 S Street, NW, Suite 420
Washington, DC 20009
USA
Telf: (202) 347-4100
Fax: (202) 347-4885
Email: bama.athreya@ilrf.org

Dr. Ismail Deif
CEO
Lumen Group USA
823 AL Hambra Ct
Suganland, TX 77478
USA
Telf: (281) 325-0173
Email: i.deif@att.net

Mr. Gary Fitzgerald
Chairman and Chief Executive Officer



PROCEEDINGS OF THE 68TH PLENARY MEETING	 61

Cotton International
37733 Euclid Avenue
Willoughby, Ohio 44094
USA
Telf: (440) 942-2000
Email: gtfitzgerald@meistermedia.com

Mr. Sidney Hughs
Supervisory Agricultural Engineer
Southwestern Cotton Ginning Research Lab
USDA ARS
300 E. College Drive
Mesilla Park, NM 88047
USA
Telf: (575) 526-6381
Fax: (575) 525-1076
Email: shughs@nmsu.edu

Ms. Patricia Jurewicz
Associate Director
As You Sow
Corporate Social Responsibility Program
311 California Street, Suite 510
San Francisco, CA 94104
USA
Telf: (415) 391-3212 x 44
Email: patricia@asyousow.org

Mr. Derrick Oosterhuis
Professor of Crop Physiology
University of Arkansas
Crop, Soil, and Environmental Sciences
1366 Altheimer Drive
Fayetteville, AR 72704
USA
Telf: (479) 575-3955
Fax: (479) 575-3975
Email: oosterhu@uark.edu

Mr. Thomas A. Plato
President
Plato Industries Ltd.
2001 Holcombe Blvd., Ste 3501
Houston, Texas 77045
USA
Telf: (713) 797-1799
Fax: (713) 795-4665
Email: taplato@swbell.net

Mr. J. Berrye Worsham
President & CEO
Cotton Incorporated
6399 Weston Parkway
Cary, NC 27513
USA
Telf: (919) 678-2249
Fax: (919) 678-2525
Email: eanderson@cottoninc.com

Uzbekistan
Mr. Rinat Gulyayev
Head of the Board
Uzbek Center SIFAT
Uzbekistan
Email: science@sifat.uz

Zimbabwe
Mr. Robin Jarvis
Managing Director
Quton Seed Company
Head Office, Cooksy House
No. 2 Simon Mazorodze
Harare
Zimbabwe
Telf: (263-912) 102-023
Email: ivymo@quton.co.zw

Mrs. Petronella Murambiwa
Marketing Manager
Quton Seed Company
Head Office, Cooksy House
No. 2 Simon Mazorodze
Harare
Zimbabwe
Telf: (263-912) 102-023
Email: ivymo@quton.co.zw

Mr. Idah Sithole-Niang
Head of Department
University of Zimbabwe
Biochemistry
PO MP 167, Mt. Pleasant
Harare
Zimbabwe
Telf: (263-4) 308-328
Fax: (263-4) 333-407
Email: isn@mweb.co.zw

International Organizations

African Development Bank
Mr. Lewis Mupeta Bangwe
Agricultural Specialist
746 Church Road, Pyramid Plaza
Lusaka
Zambia
Telf: (260-211) 257-868
Fax: (260-211 257-872
Email: l.bangwe@afdb.org

CABI International - Africa
Dr. George Oduor
Deputy Director
Box 633 00621 
Nairobi
Kenya
Telf: (254-20) 722-4450/62
Fax: (254-20) 712-2150
Email: g.oduor@cabi.org

CIRAD
Mr. Jean Paul Gourlot
TA B 102/16
Avenue Agropolis
Montpellier Cedex 5, 34398
France
Telf: (33-4) 6761-5875
Fax: (33-4) 6761-5667
Email: jean-paul.gourlot@cirad.fr

Common Fund for Commodities
H.E. Ali Mchumo
Ambassador/Managing Director
Postbus 74656
Amsterdam, 1070 BR
Netherlands
Telf: (31-20) 575-4941
Fax: (31-20) 676-0231
Email: managing.director@common-fund.org

Mr. Sietse van der Werff
Senior Project Manager
Operations Dept.
Postbus 74656
Amsterdam, 1070 BR
The Netherlands
Telf: (31-20) 575-4953
Fax: (31-20) 676-0231
Email: apa@common-fund.org

European Commission
Ms. Anna Saarela
International Relations Officer
L130-6/50
Rue de la Loi 130
Bruxelles
Belgium
Email: anna.saarela@ec.europa-eu

International Trade Center
Mr. Matthias Knappe
Programme Manager Cotton Textiles and Cloth-
ing
Palais des Nations
Geneva, 1211
Switzerland
Telf: (41-22) 730-0321
Fax: (41-22) 730-0446
Email: knappe@intracen.org

Oxfam
Mr. Abdoulaye Dia
Cotton Programme Manager
Rue 228, porte 1190
Hippodrome, Bamako
Mali
Telf: (223) 733-99621
Email: adia@oxfam.org.uk

UNCTAD
Mr. Samuel Gayi
Chief Agricultural Commodities, Forestry and 
Fishery
Special Unit on Commodities
Palais des Nations
CH 1211
Geneva 10
Switzerland
Telf: (41-2) 291-72131
Fax: (41-2) 291-70509
Email: samuel.gayi@unctad.org
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United Nations
H.E. Prosper Vokouma
Ambassador
Representative of Burkina Faso to the UN
Geneva
Switzerland

World Trade Organization
H.E. Samuel Amehou
Ambassador
Representative of the Republic of Benin to the 
WTO
Geneva
Switzerland

Mr. Chiedu Osakwe
Director, Accessions Division
Centre William Rappard
Rue de la Lausanne 154
Geneva, 1211
Switzerland
Telf: (41-22) 739-5250
Fax: (41-22) 739-5776
Email: chiedu.osakwe@wto.org

Observer Non-Member 
Countries

Burundi
Mr. Leopold Manirakiza
General Director
COGERCO
Compagnie de Gerance du Coton
B.P. 2571
Bujumbura
Burundi
Email: cogerco842@yahoo.fr

Indonesia
Mr. Brijlal Jain
President Director
P.T. Gokak Indonesia
Kodel House ,8th Floor
Jl. H.R.Rasuan Said
P.T.Gokak Indonesia
Jakarta, 12920
Indonesia
Telf: (628-1) 6190-8735
Email: bgjptgi@indosat.net.id

Japan
Mr. Taneji Ichikawa
President
The Japan Cotton Trader’s Association
8-2 Utsubo-Honmachi 1-Chome Nishi-Ku
Osaka
Japan
Telf: (81-6) 6479-1417
Email: taneji_ichikawa@toyocotton.co.jp

Mozambique
Mr. Antonio Alberto
Provincial Delegate
Mozambique Institute for Cotton 
Studies and Projects Dept.
Av. Eduardo Mondlane 2221, 1 Andar
Maputo
Mozambique
Email: iam.npla@tdm.co.mz

Mrs. Licinia Raque Castanheira e Cossa
Head of Department
Mozambique Institute for Cotton 
Av. Eduardo Mondlane 2221, 1 Andar
Maputo
Mozambique
Email: daac@iam.gov.mz

Mr. Osvaldo Catine
Head of Department
Mozambique Institute for Cotton 
Studies and Projects Dept.
Av. Eduardo Mondlane 2221, 1 Andar
Maputo
Mozambique
Email: dep@iam.gov.mz

Mr. Daniel Angelo Clemente
Permanent Secretary
Ministry of Agriculture
Praza dos Herois Mocambicanos
Maputo
Mozambique

Mr. Americo Come
Provincial Delegate
Mozambique Institute for Cotton 
Studies and Projects Dept.
Av. Eduardo Mondlane 2221, 1 Andar
Maputo
Mozambique

Mr. Cesar Ernesto
Provincial Delegate
Mozambique Institute for Cotton 
Studies and Projects Dept.
Av. Eduardo Mondlane 2221, 1 Andar
Maputo
Mozambique
Email: ionsafla@tdm.co.mz

Mrs. Maria Jose
Head of Department
Mozambique Institute for Cotton 
Av. Eduardo Mondlane 2221, 1 Andar
Maputo
Mozambique
Email: daf@iam.gov.mz

Mr. Norberto M. Mahalambre
Director
Mozambique Institute for Cotton 
Av. Eduardo Mondlane 2221, 1 Andar
Maputo
Mozambique
Email: nmahalambre@iam.gov.mz

Singapore
Mr. Vibhu Nath
Senior Vice President
Olam International Ltd.
Cotton Division
9 Temasek Boulevard
#11-02 Suntec Tower Two
Singapore, 038989
Singapore
Telf: (65) 633-94100
Fax: (65) 633-99755
Email: vibhu@olamnet.com

Swaziland
Ms. Esi Sekyiamah
Program Manager
TechnoServe
4th Floor, Lilunga House
Somhlolo Road
Mbabane
Swaziland
Telf: (268) 602-6571
Email: esi@technoserve.org.sz

Tajikistan
Mr. Mukhtar Avezov
Director 
Traditional Art Gallery
22 Shotemur Street
Dushanbe
Tajikistan
Telf: (992-91) 963-2112
Email: cottoncorp@gmail.com

Mr. Piriev Safarovich
Director
Agriculture Economy Institute
306 Hayoti-nav Street
Dushanbe
Tajikistan
Telf: (992) 9077-21680
Fax: (992-837) 236-3767
Email: cottoncorp@gmail.com

United Kingdom
Mr Reuben Dzonzie
Country Representative
Control Risks
London
UK
Email: reuben.dzonzie@control-risks.com

Mr. Simon Ferrigno
Director
Organic Exchange
Farm Development Programme
12c High Street
Herne Bay, Kent CT6 5LH
UK
Telf: (44-122) 774-9772
Email: simon@organicexchange.org
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Vietnam
Mr. Que Hau Ho
General Director
Eastern Cotton and General Trade Joint Stock 
Company
Street No 9, Bien Hoa I Industrial Zone
Bien Hoa city
Vietnam
Telf: (84-8) 389-92667
Fax: (84-8) 389-92861
Email: bongvietnam@vnn.vn

Dr. Anh Hao Tran
General Director
Cotton Joint Stock Company
Lot I.15-17, D2 street
Ward 25, Binh Thanh Dist.
Hochi Minh City
Vietnam
Telf: (84-8) 389-92667
Fax: (84-8) 389-92861
Email: bongvietnam@vnn.vn

Dr. Thanh Hung Tran
Director
Nhaho 
Research Institute for Cotton and Agricultural 
Development
Nhaho Village, Ninhson Dist.
Ninhthuan province
Vietnam
Telf: (84-8) 389-92667
Fax: (84-8) 389-92861
Email: bongvietnam@vnn.vn

ICAC Secretariat

Dr. Terry Townsend
Executive Director

Mr. Federico Arriola
Administrative Officer

Dr. M. Rafiq Chaudhry
Head, Technical Information Section (TIS)

Mrs. Armelle Gruère 
Statistician

Mr. Andrei Guitchounts
Economist

Ms. Carmen S. León
Administrative Assistant

Mr. John Mulligan
Director, Information Technology

Dr. Alejandro Plastina
Statistician

Mr Jeffry Silberman
Executive Director
IFCP

Ms. Caroline Taco
Head, Publications Department

Interpreters

Mrs. Michele de Gravwe
French Interpreter
Email: micheledegrauwe@msn.com

Mr. Vladimir Goldgor
Russian Interpreter
Email: ics-us@erols.com

Mr. Michael Gordon
French Interpreter
Email: mike.gordon@verizon.net

Mr. Samir Kaibni
Arabic Interpreter
Email: samirkaibni@yahoo.com

Mr. Eugene Ostrovsky 
Russian Interpreter
Email: eostrovsky@cox.net

Mrs. Maria Cristina Quesada
Spanish Interpreter
Email: mariacquesada@gmail.com

Mrs. Mona Tahar
Arabic Interpreter
Email: monatahar1@yahoo.com

Mrs. Esther Tato-López
Spanish Interpreter
Email: tatolopez@aol.com


