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Our Mission

To increase the demand for 
and profitability of cotton 
through research and promotion



Cotton Incorporated Structure

All U.S. Cotton Growers &
All U.S. Importers of cotton 

Board of
140 growers & 
40 importers



New York, New York Cary, North Carolina Mexico City, Mexico 

Osaka, JapanShanghai, China Kowloon, Hong Kong

141 Full- time employees in 6 offices:

Cotton Incorporated Offices



Cotton’s Share of Women’s Apparel
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Cotton’s Share of Men’s Apparel



Trusted commercial intelligence
www.woodmac.com
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Man made filament growing faster than all staple fibers

Source: PCI Wood Mackenzie Red Book 2016

World – Fibre Mill Consumption



Trusted commercial intelligence
www.woodmac.com
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Endless Geometric  Possibilities
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Trusted commercial intelligence
www.woodmac.com
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Islands in the Sea – Splittable polyester filament
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Fabric is processed chemically which 

splits filament into 36, 90 or 600 strands
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• Microplastic particles are 
shed from washing 
synthetic textiles

• They are ubiquitous in 
the ocean and on land

• They concentrate toxins 
(PCBs, DDT, POPs) in fish 

• Have a severe impact on 
fish health 

• Impacts on human health 
being investigated

• Expensive to filter out of 
washing machine 
discharge

• Synthetic functionality 
creates this problem

Science 2016 June 3





122 new fabrics developed
70 Wovens  |  46 Knits  |  6 Bonded

KEY PRODUCT CATEGORIES

FEBRUARY 

SEPTEMBER

FABRIC COLLECTIONS
for Apparel & Home

Active wear

Knit tops

Non-denim pants

Denim 

New collections are released biannually



Alpine 
Start 
V-Neck 
Tee & 
Polo

FlashDRY Cotton



Insulating Ruffle Knit
Developments

MEN’S THERMAL COTTON
FULL ZIP HOODIE







cotton/rayon/spandex

cotton/rayon

cotton/polyester

cotton/acetatecotton/acetate/spandex

Blend 
Developments



Cotton Incorporated’s Consumer 
Marketing Strategy

AWARENESS ENGAGEMENT ACTION

and
aggressive comparative marketing



ANTHEM 2 MARY



THE DIGITAL BURST PROJECT 



Cotton Incorporated

• Odor is a problem for synthetic activewear

• Cotton washes cleaner & smells better

Concept



Cotton Incorporated

Concept

• Polyester is derived from oil

• Cotton is natural



Ag and Environmental Research

• AERD’s objective is to increase grower profitability 
through research and outreach

• Outcomes are primarily knowledge but also include 
germplasm, varieties and tools

• Research portfolio is balanced to meet today’s needs 
while preparing for future challenges

• Provide data and scientific expertise in support of 
Cotton’s sustainability reputation, including metrics 
and standards





















Seedmatrix: Find your most profitable variety





































Expanding Cotton’s Boundaries 
through Gene Editing and 

Engineering

Kater Hake
VP Ag & Env Research                  
Cotton Incorporated



Removing gossypol from just the 
cottonseed opens up feed for 
aquaculture, swine and poultry:  

• Provides cooking oil, multi-
functional feed and a protein rich 
food from the local gin

• Texas A&M University developed

• U.S. regulatory approval on track 
for 2017 submission

PNAS 2006 Rathore

Expand cotton’s use as a food crop
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Expand Cotton’s Sustainability
(PTXD phosphite weed suppression)

PO3 → → → → → → → →PO4
(4 to 12 months naturally in soil)

PO3 → PO4
(minutes in PTXD plants)

PO3 → PO4
(never in weeds and non-PTXD crops)

PO3 binds to PO4 weed receptors
(weeds “think” plenty of P while starving for P)

Provides broad spectrum weed 
suppression, reduced P fertilizer 
input and reduced water quality 
degradation

X

PTXD cotton and morning glory weeds



Expand Cotton’s Efficiency & Quality

Triggered 
synchronous 
flowering with 
improved light 
capture into the 
canopy will 
mimic wheat 
and corn

New Phytologist 2016 212:244-258
PNAS 2017 114(1):E57-E66

May impact: yield, fiber 
quality, water use, pest 
control, harvestability
by robots

lower                     middle                     top



Genome Editing with CRISPR
What is it?

Plant Molecular Biology 2017 (Baohong Zhang)
Scientific Reports 2017 (Keerti Rathore)



Scientific Reports 2017

Genome Editing with CRISPR
What does it do?



• Crops created from deletion are not regulated
• DuPont corn with high value cornstarch using CRISPR

• Penn State anti-browning mushroom using CRISPR

• Crops created from Genome Edited inserts have not 
been assessed for regulatory requirements
• DuPont scientist claims 10,000 to 15,000 base pair insertion 

with CRISPR

www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/biotechnology/am-i-regulated
https://aaas.confex.com/aaas/2017/webprogram/Paper20737.html

Genome Editing with CRISPR
Where are we?

http://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/biotechnology/am-i-regulated
https://aaas.confex.com/aaas/2017/webprogram/Paper20737.html


Genome Editing with CRISPR
What are the Sustainability implications?

• Likely most (all?) future biotech traits will be Genome 
Edited because site specific nature reduces cost and 
improves predictability

• US regulatory process currently clear for base pair 
deletions, but uncertain for insertions

• Global regulatory discussions ongoing, next 2 years 
informative

• Consumers MAY be more acceptive

• WILL broaden diversity of genome edited crops and of 
traits in current biotech crops



“Hang a Pima fiber on an Upland seed”

Haigler 2016 research report 

Expand Fiber Quality (with genome editing)

BRAKE 

Haigler 2014 research report 



wild cotton focused 
on “staying alive”  

domesticated cotton 
still sacrifices fiber to 

make seed 

we now understand 
what regulatory network 

to edit out

G3 2016 2016 1:1627-1633

Expand Fiber Quality (with genome editing)



Thank You     
for visiting us


