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Major	
  Technical	
  Advances	
  

Mendalian Breeding 
Mechanization 

Fertilizer 
Plant Protection 
Biotechnology 

? 
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World Polyester Production 
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Peak	
  Oil?	
  

Not Likely 
 

Extraction Costs are  
$85/barrel 

Long run oil price forecast:  
$100 

 



Polyester:	
  Capital	
  Intensive	
  

$1 billion for a PTA or MEG 
Plant 

 
$150 million for a typical  

250,000 tons/year polyester 
plant 



Polyester:	
  Capital	
  Intensive	
  

70 cents per pound raw 
material costs 

 
15 cents per pound 

conversion costs 
 

85 cents per pound 
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Minor	
  Non-­‐Cellulosic	
  Fibers:	
  

Nylon: Mostly Technical Fiber 
 

Acrylic: Higher cost 
 

Polypropylene: Cheapest 
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