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World Organic Cotton Production

Over fifteen thousand tons of organic cotton was produced in
theworld during 1995/96. Though most countriesare producing
organic cotton on experimental basis as a result of small scale
projectsto assess prospectsfor commercial production, organic
cotton is produced commercially in only eighteen countries.
The USA is the largest organic cotton producer in the world.
Australia and the USA are the only countries where organic
cottonisproduced by farmersontheir owninitiative. Inall other
countries, organic production started asaresult of motivational,
financial or technical support, usually from outside. Agencies
like the Pesticide Trust and Bo Weevil wereinvolved in many
countriesat thesametime. Someof theseorgani zationsprovided
technical know-how at no cost to the farmers and arranged for
the profitable sale of organic produce, while others charged a
fee to growers or arranged production for contract. Although
such projectshave been underway since 1990/91, theareaunder
organic production has not increased significantly. Even in the
USA, areaisnot increasing at therate it did thefirst few years

in the early 1990s. The main reason for stagnation in area is
relatedto complex marketing problems. Thedemandfor organic
cotton is not certain and potential buyers and sellers are not
known to each other. On the production side, low yields and
high production costs make it uneconomical to expand organic
cotton production. Low yields and high per-unit costs must be
compensated through attractive premiums, whicharenot always
available.

IntheUSA, whereabout two-thirdsof theworld’ sorganiccotton
isproduced and used, only asmall quantity isexported. Almost
all theorganic cotton produced outsidethe USA ultimately ends
up reaching the European countries. Roughly fivethousand tons
of lint is spun and woven in Europe. A recent study carried out
by Mr. Peter Ton of the Netherlands, for the Dutch devel opment
organization Foundation Ecooperation, found that Germany is
thelargest importer of organic cotton in Europe. The study was
conducted in connection with support for an organic cotton
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Country/Region 1990/91 1991/92

NA
NA

NA
NA

Argentina
Australia
Brazil
Egypt 1 11
SEKEM 1 11
UGEOBA
Greece
India
Gujarat
Madhya Pradesh
Maharashtra
Srida
Israel
Mozambique
Nicaragua
Paraguay
Peru
Pekucho
Verner Frang
Senegal
Tanzania
Turkey 5 60
GFF/Bo Weevil 5 60
Rapunzel
Morgenland
Uganda
USA
Arizona
California
Tennessee/Missouri
Texas
Zambia
Zimbabwe

NA NA
330
NA
200
NA
130

820
NA
300
NA
520

Known Total 335 81

* The largest estimate of production in Peru for 1995/96 is 1,400 tons.

World Organic Cotton Production (Tons)

** Thelargest estimate of production in the USA from 1993-95 is 10,000 tons/year.

Source: The European Market for Organic Cotton and Eco-textiles: A Market Survey, areport prepared by Mr. Peter Ton for the Foundation
Ecooperation, Herengracht 435-437, P. O. Box 2847, 1000 CV Amsterdam, Netherlands; and Growing Organic Cotton, ICAC, October 1996.
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7,854 7,415 10,715 9,342

production project in Benin. With the current production trend,
it is assumed that in the next few years the area under organic
production will not increase significantly in any country, thus
restricting organic production to less than 1% of world produc-
tion. It isestimated that since 1990/91, about fifty thousand tons
of organic cotton have been produced in various countries.
Production for eighteen countriesis given in the table.

Organiccotton production startedin Turkey andthe USA almost
at the same time. Some data are available for 1990/91 but it is

possiblethat some areawas under organic productioninthelate
1980s. Organic cotton production was begun in African coun-
triesin 1994. Egypt hosted the First International Conference
on Organic Cotton Production and is the first country to start
producing extra-fine cotton under organic conditions. Most of
the datain thetable are estimates based on the area planted and
rough estimated yields. Except for the USA and Peru, al data
are for normal white cotton varieties. Some organic cotton
produced in the USA and Peru was aso colored cotton. NA
denotes production of unknown quantities.



