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and to administer such measures
m Rendering of information services
| Act as advisory body to various government departments
m Small-scale farmer development
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g m Overseeing Cotton Sector Strategic Plan g m ...Overseeing Cotton Sector Strategic Plan
= In November 2001, President Mbeki published the Strategic Plan = In support of the President’s call for closer partnership between
= for South African Agriculture with the vision of “A united and = the public and private sectors to develop action plans to help
prosperous agricultural sector” and its main strategic goal “To realise this vision, South Africa’s cotton growers joined by their
generate equitable access and participation in a globally input suppliers, output processors and the National Department
competitive, profitable and sustainable agricultural sector of Agriculture, developed a strategic plan for the South African
contributing to a better life for all”. The plan aims to achieve this Cotton Sector with the following strategic objectives.
through employing three core strategies that aim to: Growing farm output
Enhance equitable access and participation, Broadening participation
[ Improve global competitiveness and profitability, and [ Ensuring sustainability
Ensure sustainable resource management in the sector. Raising productivity by training
Five complementary or enabling strategies support the core Expanding exports
strategies. These are good governance, integrated & sustainable N Lo . -
rural development, knowledge & innovation, international Accelerating the elimination of unfair competition
cooperation and safety and security. KATOEN (’ro corToN KATOEN (’ro corroN
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g m Act as industry forum 8 m Enhancement of the marketability of cotton through research,
S = Apply for appropriate statutory measures in terms of the Act = quality standards and norms as well as training

Website
Cotton SA magazine

Regular Meetings of the South African Cotton Producer’s
Organizations (regional)

Information/Farmers days in collaboration with other
stakeholders
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g m  Stimulation of production & use of cotton - Cotton Mark
5 Enable consumer to identify SA cotton goods manufactured locally by our own labour
force
Inform the consumer about quality and inherent characteristics contained in cotton
merchandise
Share in on-going promotional and marketing campaigns by creating a consumer and
trade awareness on a national basis
The use of a registered trademark, which is protected by SA law
The use of the cotton mark contributes to the socio-economical upliftment of peonle
living on marginal agricultural land
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Cotton production in South Africa

m 8 agro-climatological
regions

® Irrigated and dry-land
production systems

m Commercial and small-
scale/subsistence farmers

m Cultivars - Monsanto




Recommended cultivars
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S m Cultivar development
m Crop production

Agronomy

Soil science

Soil, plant & water analytical labs
H Plant protection

Plant pathology

Entomology

Disease clinic
= Development projects

Cultivar development

m South African Gossypium germplasm collection
m Conventional breeding programme
High yielding, high fibre quality characteristics
Verticillium wilt tolerance
Insect resistance
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m Plant pathology

Integrated cotton pests and disease management for
improved yield and fibre quality in the SADC region

Resistance/tolerance evaluation
Fusarium wilt and nematodes (ARC+NC-DAL)

GIS-based remote sensing for monitoring of disease
outbreaks (NC-DAL)

— ® Nematology
Integrated nematode control strategy
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Crop production

=
9;_ m Agronomy & Soil Science

= Cultivar evaluation

Low input production systems

Minimum tillage for cotton production under irrigation

Evaluation of cotton cultivars for optimum planting date

Chemical control of morning glory

Weed control for the small-scale farmer under dry-land conditions
Chemical control of horse’s tail for the small-scale farmer in the
Northern Cape Province

Weed control for the small-scale farmer in the Eastern Cape
Cultivar evaluation

Weed control

Evaluation of different nitrogen levels, planting dates and different
cotton cultivars in the Eastern Cape

8l Plant protection
(9]

S m Entomology
Prevention of honeydew on cotton through the control of aphids
and whiteflies
Alternative bollworm control strategies for the small-scale farmer
Towards an integrated control of ground weevil in Moutse-West
cotton fields
Susceptibility of cotton cultivars to insect pests
Survey of insect pests on cotton for small-scale farmers in the
— Eastern Cape
Organic insecticides and nematicides for small-scale cotton
farmers
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velopment projects

m Training and Technology Transfer to small-scale
cotton farmers

m Cotton demonstration plots on irrigation schemes
® Promoting cotton as an alternative or rotation crop for
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