
Agenda World Cotton Day - Cotonou, Benin

Session Speaker

8:00 8:00 Arrival and Badge Collection for registered participants 
8:45 OPENING Master of Ceremonies: Jocelyn Nahama NENEHIDINI
8:50 Welcome address by the Minister of Industry and Commerce of Benin Ms Shadiya Alimatou Assouman
8:55 Welcome address by the ICAC Executive Director Mr Eric Trachtenberg
9:00 Address by the Minister of Trade of Mali, Coordinator of the C4 countries Mr Moussa Alassane DIALLO
9:05 Address by the Director-General of the WTO Dr. Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala
9:10 Opening speech by the Representative of the Government of Benin Mr Romuald WADAGNI
9:15 Deputy Executive Director, ITC Ms Dorothy Tembo
9:18 Broadcast of the address by the Director-General of the FAO Dr QU Dongyi
9:21 Broadcast of the message from the Director-General of the ILO Mr Gilbert F. Houngbo
9:24 Broadcast of the address by the President of FIFA Mr Gianni Infantino
9:27 Regional Director FIFA Africa Mr Gelson Fernadez

9:30
High-Level Panel Discussion
The role of international organizations in supporting the development of cotton worldwide, particularly in Africa

Moderator: Jocelyn Nahama NENEHIDINI

9:40 ICAC Executive Director: Eric Trachtenberg ​
9:50 WTO Director-General: Ngozi Okonjo-Iweala ​ 

10:00 FAO FAO Resident Representative in Benin: Isaias Angue Obama Oyana

10:10 UNIDO Deputy Director General and Senior Director, Yuko Yasunaga
10:20 ITC Deputy Executive Director: Dorothy Tembo
10:30 IAEA Director-General: Rafael Mariano Grossi ​
10:40 Q&A

11:00 11:00 Coffee Break and Networking

11:30
Plenary Session on the Theme: 
Enhancing Value and Capturing Market Opportunities for African Cotton - Presentation of the baseline study 
outcomes to develop a cotton value chain project in the C-4 and Côte d'Ivoire

Moderator: Jocelyn Nahama NENEHIDINI

11:40 Gherzi Textil Organisation Navdeep S.Sodhi
11:50 Minister of Industry and Trade Benin Shadiya Alimatou ASSOUMAN 
12:00 Minister for Industrial Development, Trade, Handicrafts and SMEs Burkina Faso Serge Gnaniodem PODA 
12:10 Minister of Industry and Trade, Mali Moussa Alassane DIALLO
12:20 Minister of Industry and Trade, Chad Mathieu GUIBOLO FANGA
12:30 Director General of Industry, Cote d'Ivoire Emmanuel Tra Bi 
12:40 Q&A

13:00 13:00

16:30 16:30 Coffee Break and Networking

16:30 16:30 Visit the Cotton Village

Lunch Break

8:45

9:30

11:30

15:00

Time

19:00 - 20:30

15:00

Thematic Panels

Thematic Panel 1: 
Green Threads: Regenerative Agriculture in the Cotton Sector

Moderator: Jean-Marie Paugam
Professor Emmanuel Sekloka  
Belinda Edmonds
Younoussa Imorou Ali
Professor Lu FENG

19:00 - 20:30 Fashion Show Gala & Cocktail Gala

Thematic Panel 5: 
Open Markets, Open Opportunities - Market Access Strategies 

Moderator: Aissatou Diallo
Gerlind Bäz
Navdeep S.Sodhi    
Abdoul Aziz Yanogo
Khalid OUHAMMOU
Ludmila Azo

Thematic Panel 4: 
Navigating Environmental Regulations in the Textiles and Apparel Industry

Moderator: Eric Trachtenberg 
Lena Staafgard
Eva Bille 
Jinjiang  Yan
Robert Skidmore 
Eric Trachtenberg

Thematic Panel 3: 
Strengthening Global Influence in Cotton Markets: A Strategic Focus on Africa and the Latin American & Caribbean 
(LAC) Region

Moderator: Anibe Achimugu
Jean Claude Talon
Lisa Barrat
Alessandra Fiedler
Paulo Andre Moraes
Professor Wang

Thematic Panel 2: 
Weaving Equality: Empowering Women in the Cotton Value Chain

Moderator: ElMamoun Amrouk
Alexandra Perschau 
Bougnon KOTO BAGOUDOU
Rebecca Owen
Fatouma Sawadogo
Coumba Diop


