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The Link Between Textile Fiber Demand and GDP Growth
Annual percentage change
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Global Textile Fiber Demand:
Long-Term Growth

World Textile Fiber Demand
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Cotton vs Other Fibers: Changing Market Share

million tonnes
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Synthetic Fibers: Polyester Scenario

Global Production
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China’s Synthetic Fiber Production:
A 30-Fold Expansion
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Cellulosic Fibers: represent a smaller but increasingly
relevant segment

Global Production
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Cotton vs Polyester: A Growing Price Gap Over Time

Monthly Cotton & Polyester Prices

Cotton/Polyester Price Ratio
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Global Supply Risks: The Strait of Hormuz

And energy markets have immediately
reacted to the shock.

Ocean Shipping Air Travel Impact Daily oil and gas prices, 1 January 2024-9 March 2026
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Geopolitical Shocks: Impacts on Cotton and Polyester

COTTON POLYESTER

Higher Fertilizer Costs Rising Oil Prices
Strong US dollar Energy Market Shocks

Logistics Disruptions Weak Downstream Demand
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Key Takeaways

o

Global Textile Population & Synthetic Fibers Steady Cotton Competitiveness
Demand Expanding Income Growth Dominating Growth Demand is Key
g EE Source: Prepared by theICAC Secretariat
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TECHNICAL

PAPER
WOMEN IN COTTON The last global survey was conducted in
2011. A total of 38 organizations from 20
countries participated (14 in Africa, 3in
Asia, 3 in Latin America).

RESULTS OF A GLOBAL SURVEY

The study examined the role of women
across the cotton value chain, with a
strong focus on Africa.

Responses were based on structured,
voluntary inputs from ITC’s global
cotton network.

Data was collected through
questionnaires sentto companies
across Africa, Asia, and Latin America.
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ICAC global
survey (2024),
funded by FAQ,
with partners
+Cotton (FAO
LAC) and WIC

Focus: women’s
participation,
wages, access to
resources,
decision-making
roles, and barriers
to empowerment

158 responses
across 31
countries

Top contributors:
Brazil, India,
Pakistan.
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Data Collection in the Cotton Sector:
Gaps and Opportunities

Market access and sales channels 41%
Financialinfo 45%
Demographic information 45%

Use of technology and machinery 56%

Challenges and needs assessment 56%
Certification and sustainability practices 68%
Farm size and location details 69%
Farming practices and techniques used 74%
Cotton Variety 75%

Production volumes and yield data 82%
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Overview of Workplace Policies and Practices
Implemented by Organizations
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Policy

Zero Tolerance Policy Against
I s5.2%
Sexual Harassment
Flexible Working Arrangements _ 47 .5%
Parental Leave Policies _ 46.2%
Gender Sensitivity Training _ 38.6%
Gender Inclusive Facilities [ 35-4%
Mentorship and Leadershi
» P sa.2%
Development Programs
Inclusive Benefits Package _ 27.8%

Gender Pay Equity Audits _ 24.1%
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Representation of Women in Executive and
Management Roles
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Key Improvements Needed in the Cotton Sector

RANK W 1st H 2nd m 3rd W 4th W 5th m 6th 7th

Nurseries or
daycare centers

Strategies to motivate
community participation

More funding for gender
specific initiatives
Public Programs targeting
gender equality

Equal pay for women

More access to training

Raise awareness of
gender disparities
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Women’s roles in cotton production and related

activities

Pre-planting

Planting

Growing Season
Manag

Harvesting
Post-Harvest
Ginning

Marketing

Cotton Quality and
Grading

Education and Training

Cooperativism
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