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ICAC COTTON DATABOOK 2025

872 Pages 38 Countries and Global Comparisons

GCONTENTS

N
E— COUNTRIES DATA
I

Country-1  Argenting
Country-2  Austraila
Country-2  Bangladesh
Country-4  Banin
Country-5  Brazil
Country-6  Burkina Fasa
Country-7  Cameroan

Country-8  Chad
Countryd  China
Country-10  Colomiia 121
Country-11  Cote d'ivoire 132
Country-12  Egvpt 141
Country-13  Exhiopia 152
Country-14  Greece 164
Country-15  India 174
Country-16  Indonesia 14
Country-17  Iran 1
Country-18  Kazakhstan 71
Country-19 Kanya 241
Country-20 Malawl 51
Country-21  Mall 361
Country-22  Mexico 70
Country-23  Mommibigque prie]
Country-24  Myanmar 4
Country-25 Migeria 0z
Country-26 Pakistan nz
Country-27  South Africa 124
Country-28  Spain 340
Country-20  Sudan 3B
Country-30  Tanznia 361
Country-31 Togo e
Country-32  Turklye 386
Country-33  Turkmenistan as

INTERNATIONAL Country-34 Lganda a2

Cotton

CONFERENCE
BREMEN 2026
25th-27th March 5

INTEANATIONAL COTTON ADVISORY COMMITTEE. Washington DC, USA

g

i

y

B
§588




SUSTAINABILITY OF
COTTON PRODUCTION

Data from 38 countries (2024-2025)

FERTILIZER USE

WATER FOOTPRINT

PESTICIDE USE

INSECTICIDE USE

HIGHLY HAZARDOUS PESTICIDE USE
GREENHOUSE GAS EMISSIONS




FERTILIZERS

FERTILIZERS AREA
Cotton, 3.8% Cotton, 2.21%

Other crops,
96%

Other crops
98%

Source: ICAC Cotton
Databook: 2025




w2~ 5TTON IS AYEIRSTY CROP

Cotton Uses 1.91% Cotton, 2.21%
OF IRRIGATION WATER ARABLE LAND

W""‘; ‘

WATER FOOTPRINT IN COTTON 2020-2024 A GLOBAL ANALYSIS
271 PROVINCES OF 38 COUNTRIES

Kranthi, ICAC RECORDER June 2025

Cotton used 52.8 Trillion
Litres out of 2,757 TL used
for arable land irrigation
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- https://ww .cuhk.edu.hk/

Brazil |2
Malawi |8

Nigeri
Kerya | 81 FACT v

Colombia | 142

Argentina | 180

USA 1 447 It Takes only 1,593 L Irrigation

Australia 631

India = 710 Water to Produce 1.0 Kg Lint

South Africa 876
ICAC Cotton Databook: 2025

World
Sudan
China
Greece
Mexico
Turkiye
Indonesia
Spain
Pakistan
Kazakhstan

5,095
5,108

5,13? . . . .
Iran 5,590 African Countries not shown in this

Uzbekistan 8,073 graph used negligible irrigation water

INTERNATIONAL Egypt 9,657
Cattan Turkmenistan 21,264

CONFERENCE

BREMEN 2026 0 5,000 10,000 15,000 20,000 25,000

25th-27th March




orld’s Pesticides

.bohempia.eu/. hti@s/www.naturepedic.com/

-https:

ne
Headt® CottonXes 16-25% o

GRAPES/VINES, 3.8

SUGARCANE, 2.8 CORN/MAIZE, 13.8
PLANTATION, 3.0

FORAGE CROPS, 1.8
CITRUS, 2.8

FACT v

Cotton’s Pesticide WHEAT, 6.4
Share is only 3.7% RAPE/CANOLA, 26

OTHER CROPS, 16.8

FRUITS & NUTS, 5.9

SOYBEANS, 15.9
RICE, 5.9
VEGETABLES & FLOWERS, 9.0

INTERNATIONAL
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WHEAT

RICE

CEREALS
FORAGE
VEGETABLES
RAPE/CANOLA
CORN
GLOBAL AVE
SUGARCANE
BEETS
COTTON
SOYBEANS
POTATOES
CITRUS
BANANAS
FRUITS&NUTS
RAPE-VINE
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PESTICIDE USE (Kg/Ha) IN CROPS: 2024
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B 1.98

B 3.11

B 3.52

W 353

P 3,53

I 526

I 5.32
N 5.75
T 10,53
I, 19.15

0 5 10 15 20

Kranthi, 2025 ICAC RECORDER

Pesticide use (Kg/Ha) of
cotton (3.6) is far less
than potatoes & citrus
(5.3), bananas (5.7),
fruits & nuts (10.5) and
grape vines (19.2)
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FACT v

Cotton’s Insecticide
Share is 10.5%

Kranthi, 2025 ICAC RECORDER
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HPs is 69.1%
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RICE 6.4

POTATOES 6.6
GLOBAL 7

;.- FACT v

TEA 7

WHEAT 7.5
SPICES 9.1

LEGUMES 9.1 HHP Share in

SOLANACEOUS 115

i o 1506 cotton is 13.0%

FRUITS 13.1

VEG BULBS 14.2 But is lesser than fruits and
BRASSICAS 14.7

PEANUTS 16.1 0
FAURGTS - vegetables (13.1 to0 23.9%)
VEG-FRUITS 19.3

INTERNATIONAL BANANAS 23.9

Cotton 0 5 10 15 20 25 30
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ICAC DATA 2021-2025
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tion Emits
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Cotton
220 Mt of

FACT v

Cotton Cultivation Emits
2.03 Kg CO,-eq/Kg Lint
=50 Million Tonnes
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Tanzania
Nigeria
Zambia
Mozambique
Argentina
Chad

Kenya
Zimbabwe
Kazakhstan
Ethiopia

Mali

Togo
Senegal
Burkina Faso
Cameroon
Malawi
South Africa
Cote d'lvoire
Mexico
Greece
Benin
Spain
Sudan
Bangladesh
Colombia
USA

India

World

Iran

Turkiye
Brazil
Pakistan
Uzbekistan
China
Egypt
Australia

m NITROGEN (GHG Kg/ha)

Global average:
» Others (GHG Kg/Ha)

1,692 Kg CO,-eg/Ha

N, Fertilizer Comprises
72.6% Emissions
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Cotton crop emits 1.7 Tonnes GHG/Ha
But the Crop Captures 13.63 Tonnes CO, for Photosynthesis

1)

However, except in fibres, 97% of this
carbon decomposes and is lost back

4

Fibers: 1.52

Seeds: 2.59 Converting cotton stalks to biochar

Stalks: 6.49 prevents the carbon loss and can make

Roots: 3.03 cotton farms NET CARBON NEGATIVE
Total: 13.63 \ 4

Improves soil health, increases yields
and adds carbon payments $200-250/ha



SUMMARY

 GHG emissions: ~50 Mt (not 220 Mt)

- Mitigation: Up to 50% reduction via N management
*  Fertilizers: 3.8% vs 2.21% area

- Water share: 1.91% vs 2.21% arable land

«  Water use: 1,593 L/kg lint (not 20,000 L)

* Pesticides: 3.7% (not 16—25%)

- Per hectare use: Lower than fruits, vegetables, potatoes
* Insecticides: 10.5% (not 16—%)

 HHPs: 13% (not 69%)

CONCLUSION: Cotton is not a dirty crop or a thirsty crop. It
xxxxx is grown like any other crop, but has been unfairly vilified
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